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C O L O S S I A N S  1
King James Version (KJV)

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of 
God, and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which 
are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and 
of the love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth 
of the gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; 
and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, 
since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace 
of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear 
fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister 
of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, 

do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
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10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to 
his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created 
by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell;
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20 And, having made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in 
his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and 
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is 
the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for 
you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages 
and from generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints:

27 To whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
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28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.
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C O L O S S I A N S  2
King James Version (KJV)

1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I 
have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for 
as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being 
knit together in love, and unto all riches of 
the full assurance of understanding, to the 
acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of 
the Father, and of Christ;

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you 
with enticing words.

5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with 
you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, 
and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him:

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving.

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily.
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10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power:

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the 
circumcision made without hands, in putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ:

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation 
of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses;

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, 
he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it.

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new 
moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the 
body is of Christ.

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath not 
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,
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19 And not holding the Head, from which all the 
body by joints and bands having nourishment 
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God.

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the 
rudiments of the world, why, as though living in 
the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;
22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the 

commandments and doctrines of men?
23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in 

will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the 
body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the 
flesh.
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C O L O S S I A N S  3
King James Version (KJV)

1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory.

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry:

6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh 
on the children of disobedience:

7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye 
lived in them.

8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 
your mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off 
the old man with his deeds;

10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him:
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11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision 
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

14 And above all these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectness.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body; and be 
ye thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him.

18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter 
against them.

20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord.
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21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest 
they be discouraged.

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing 
God;

23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men;

24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.

25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect 
of persons.
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C O L O S S I A N S  4
King James Version (KJV)

1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just 
and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven.

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving;

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open 
unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery 
of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 

redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 

with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man.

7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, 
who is a beloved brother, and a faithful minister 
and fellowservant in the Lord:

8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, 
that he might know your estate, and comfort your 
hearts;

9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 
who is one of you. They shall make known unto 
you all things which are done here.

10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, 
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and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching 
whom ye received commandments: if he come 
unto you, receive him;)

11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the 
circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers 
unto the kingdom of God, which have been a 
comfort unto me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you 
in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete 
in all the will of God.

13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for 
you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in 
Hierapolis.

14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.
15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and 

Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.
16 And when this epistle is read among you, 

cause that it be read also in the church of the 
Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle 
from Laodicea.

17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou 
fulfil it.

18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember 
my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.
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STUDY
NOTES
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF GRACE

Scripture References
Colossians 2:8, AMP

Proverbs 23:7
Proverbs 4:23

Romans 12:1, 2

Summary
Everyone has a philosophy, and each philosophy brings 
forth fruit, whether good or bad.  Because we live in the 
world, it is impossible to avoid contact with the many 
philosophies that are popular today. However, we must ex-
amine the origins of each of these ideas and values, and 
pay attention to where these beliefs came from. The values 
and beliefs we accept will ultimately control how we re-
spond to situations, whether it is a right or wrong response. 
As Christians, we need a philosophy modeled after Jesus.

A. It is important to be aware of the thoughts that 
enter into our mind, and the conclusions we draw 
from them. 
1. We should not let the world’s philosophies con-

fuse or mislead us. Spiritually, we should be at 
war with worldly beliefs and values (Colossians 
2:8, AMP). 
a. We must be on guard not to the let the devil 

steal what Jesus has already given us through 
the shedding of His blood.
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b. The philosophy that says we must work to 
earn God’s blessing is widespread today.

c. In God’s eyes, the world’s philosophies are 
idle fancies, nonsense, and vain deceit.

2. How we think determines what is in our heart 
(Proverbs 23:7).
a. Our thoughts affect who we are, what we do, 

and how we live.
b. In the book of Genesis, God created Adam 

like Himself, complete with His philosophy. 
The devil introduced his own philosophy, 
causing Adam and Eve to see themselves 
through another lens that stripped away what 
God gave them.

3. We must be careful what we let into our heart, 
because what we allow to take root and grow in it 
impacts our entire life (Proverbs 4:23).

4. Physically, we should make sure that everything 
we do is for the glory of God. Mentally, we must 
let the Word transform and renew our minds (Ro-
mans 12:1,2).
a. In other words, we should change our mind 

and embrace the philosophy of Grace.
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WORLDLY THINKING EXPOSED

Scripture References
Colossians 2:8, AMP

Proverbs 4:23
Genesis 3:1-5

2 Corinthians 4:8, 9
Proverbs 23:7

2 Corinthians 10:4

Summary
Now, more than any other time in history, it is important 
to understand why things are happening the way they are 
in today’s society. We are not to judge what is occurring in 
the world, but rather we should continually refer to God’s 
Word to put current events into context.  The word “philos-
ophy” means more than just a class we take in college—it 
refers to our entire value system through which we view 
the world and everything taking place in it. Our philos-
ophy is simply the lens though which we filter all that we 
experience, but if we use the wrong lens, what we see will 
be distorted. If the lens is not from the Word, it is wrong. 

A. What we think determines not only our spiritual 
health, but also our earthly life.
1. We are warned against letting ourselves be 

swayed by worldly philosophy and vanity, as op-
posed to standing according to God’s philosophy 
(Colossians 2:8, AMP). 
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a. Just like in physical warfare, we should be at 
war and on guard against the world’s point of 
view.

b. The devil will use the world’s philosophies to 
steal from us what God has already given us.

c. The world’s ways of thinking are based on 
human tradition rather than on the spiritual 
realm. They disregard God’s Word.

2. In the Garden of Eden, the serpent was sneaky 
and distorted God’s Word when he encountered 
Eve. He questioned what God said and intro-
duced the element of doubt (Genesis 3:1-5).
a. The devil slipped in his own philosophy, de-

signed to rob Adam and Eve of what they al-
ready had.

3. What we think in our mind filters into our heart, 
and influences how we are (Proverbs 23:7).

4. We must guard our heart against the invasion of 
worldly philosophies. What enters into it affects 
the quality of our life (Proverbs 4:23). 

5. When we use God’s Word to filter how we view 
life, we can handle trouble without distress, face 
challenges without falling into despair, and han-
dle persecution without being destroyed (2 Cor-
inthians 4:8, 9).
a. Anything that happens in our life will turn 

out right.
6. The battle we fight is not in the flesh, but in the 

spirit. The Word helps us overthrow and defeat 
the world’s philosophies (2 Corinthians 10:4).
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DANGERS OF WRONG PHILOSOPHY

Scripture References
Colossians 2:8

Genesis 2:15-17
Colossians 2:8, AMP

Genesis 3:1-5
2 Peter 1:3

Summary
Everyone has a philosophy, which is simply a set of values 
and beliefs through which we view the world. With that 
in mind, when we examine how philosophies are formed, 
we must ask ourselves how and where these ideas came 
from. As Believers, how we look at an issue is based on 
God’s Word, which we see as the final authority. Every 
philosophy produces fruit, and if that philosophy is not 
derived from the Word, it is a wrong philosophy which 
will lead to wrong conclusions.  

A. What goes on in our head is important.
1. We must beware of the way the world’s philosophy 

affects our way of thinking (Colossians 2:8). 
a. We should not let the devil steal what we 

already have.
2. God has already given us everything we need for 

life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).
a. We already have prosperity, healing, and 

deliverance.
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3. The Scriptures warn us against letting ourselves 
be carried off as spoil by accepting philosophies 
contrary to Christ’s teachings (Colossians 2:8, 
AMP).

B. In the Old Testament, we see the devil getting an 
early start to try and set himself up against God. 
1. In the beginning, God took man and put him 

into the Garden of Eden. He told Adam to eat 
from every tree in the garden except the Tree of 
Knowledge of    Good and Evil, or else he would 
die (Genesis 2:15-17). 
a. At this time, man still had his coat of glory 

because he was like God.
2. The serpent came to Eve and introduced doubt 

into her mind as to whether or not God spoke the 
truth (Genesis 3:1-5).
a. Because Eve wasn’t present when Adam 

received his instructions firsthand from 
God, she was more vulnerable to the devil’s 
philosophies. 

b. She added on to God’s warning, and spoke 
something that God did not originally say. 
The serpent took that opportunity to add his 
own twist to what God had commanded.
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REPENTANCE STARTS WITH CHRIST

Scripture References
Colossians 2:8

2 Corinthians 4:4
Mark 1:14, 15, AMP

Romans 12:1, 2, AMP
Romans 10:10

Colossians 1:27, 28
Proverbs 23:7

1 �essalonians 5:18, AMP
Proverbs 4:23

Colossians 1:12, AMP
Romans 2:4, AMP

Philemon 1:6, AMP

Summary
When we study the word “philosophy” and put it into 
a biblical context, remember that the ideas and values 
from the world, which is ruled by the devil, diametrically 
oppose God’s values. We should guard against letting the 
devil rob us of what God has already given us, namely, all 
the things we need to live a godly life. The enemy commits 
that robbery by using his philosophy as a weapon to infect 
our thoughts, causing us to change our mind about God’s 
Word. He convinces us to put worldly traditions over 
God’s truths, and twists what the Scriptures actually say 
into a completely different message. He also tries to infect 
the entire concept of repentance. 
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A. The philosophy we accept has everything to do 
with what enters our mind, and what is in our 
mind eventually enters into our heart.   
1. Be aware of the influence the world’s philosophy 

and vain deceit can have on us. We should seek 
Christ over the world (Colossians 2:8). 

2. After John was put in jail, Jesus preached the 
Word, warning the people to repent and believe 
(Mark 1:14, 15, AMP). 
a. Real repentance is not just a change in 

behavior. It comes from inside, and it is 
triggered by a change of heart. Changed 
behavior is actually the fruit of repentance.

b. Repentance and belief are linked. They go 
together. 

c. To have a change of heart, we must have a 
change of mind first.

3. We believe with our heart, and then verbally 
confess what is in our heart (Romans 10:10).  

4. The thoughts we have in our mind determine 
what is in our heart. This, in turn, determines our 
actions and who we are (Proverbs 23:7).

5. What is in our heart affects our entire life. 
Therefore, we must be careful what we let enter 
into it (Proverbs 4:23).

6. God’s goodness leads to true repentance (Romans 
2:4, AMP).
a. To repent is to change our mind and our inner 

person, so as to agree with His will.
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B. We must give our mind and heart to God.
1. The devil has blinded the minds of those who 

do not believe the Gospel, so that they cannot 
transform or renew the way the Scriptures instruct 
us (2 Corinthians 4:4).

2. To serve God and be pleasing to Him, we must 
first change our mind, which is the first step to 
seeking true repentance (Romans 12:1, 2, AMP). 
a. Renewing the mind is a continuous lifetime 

process. It is constant, not static.
3. When we get born again, Christ Himself moves 

into our born-again spirit. Jesus is the One Who 
perfects us (Colossians 1:27, 28). 

4. God’s will is for us to live in perpetual 
thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18, AMP).
a. Regardless of the circumstances, we are to 

give thanks, because we are now in Jesus and 
He is in us.

5. As Christians, we are partakers of the inheritance 
God has reserved for His children (Colossians 
1:12, AMP).

6. We communicate our faith when we acknowledge 
all the good things in us because Jesus lives in us 
(Philemon 1:6, AMP).
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CHANGING YOUR LIFE PERSPECTIVE

Scripture References
Colossians 2:8

Acts 20:24
Mark 7:13

Galatians 1:6, 7
Proverbs 23:7
Romans 11:6
Proverbs 4:23

1 Peter 1:13, AMP
2 Corinthians 4:3, 4

Romans 12:1-3, AMP
Romans 1:16
Ephesians 4:2

Summary
The philosophies that we hold are basically a set of opinions 
and values affecting how we view everything in life. Because 
we live in the world, we are constantly being bombarded 
with the world’s philosophies. However, as Christians, our 
philosophy should come from God’s Word. If not, we are at 
risk of constantly being swayed in one direction or another, 
according to popular opinion. We must get our information 
directly from the Bible, not the world.  

A. The world’s philosophies will poison our mind, 
and there is a connection between our mind and 
our heart.  
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1. Beware of, and guard against, the world’s 
philosophy (Colossians 2:8). 

2. Following the world’s traditions nullifies the 
Word of God in our lives (Mark 7:13).

3. Whatever thoughts we harbor in our mind 
determine the condition of our heart. Our heart is 
the sum total of what we think (Proverbs 23:7).
a. We change our life by first changing the way 

we think.
4. We must guard our heart carefully, because it 

determines our entire life (Proverbs 4:23).
5. The lost will not understand the Word. The devil 

has blinded the minds of those who do not believe 
the Truth (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4).
a. The enemy does not want people to see the 

light of the Gospel.
6. The Gospel is the actual power of God leading to 

salvation for all who believe, no matter who they 
are (Romans 1:16).
a. Power is the ability to get results over the devil.

B.	 We	 find	 grace	 and	 unchanging	 truth	 in	 God’s	
philosophy. 
1. Paul wrote that nothing—not even his own life—

was as important to him as finishing the course 
God had laid out for him, and preaching the 
Gospel of grace (Acts 20:24).
a. The Gospel is the Good News of His 

unmerited, unearned, undeserved favor.



33

2. Paul also wrote to the Galatians that he was 
amazed that some of them fell away from the 
Gospel of grace so quickly. They succumbed to 
the influence of worldly philosophy, which was a 
perversion of the truth (Galatians 1:6, 7).
a. We are prosperous, healed, saved, and 

delivered by grace.

C. God extends grace to us. We must keep uppermost 
in our mind that this gift is given to us because of 
Who He is, not because of anything we have done.
1. If something is received by grace, it is not of works 

anymore. Conversely, whatever is gained or earned 
through works is not by grace (Romans 11:6). 
a. Grace operates under the concept of receiving 

something for nothing.
2. We need to protect our mind, and we must not 

lose hope. Jesus brings us grace. We must stay 
sober-minded and not let the world’s philosophies 
infect our mind (1 Peter 1:13, AMP).
a. We are instructed to be morally alert, and set 

our mind on God’s divine favor.
3. We are to present our body as a sacrifice to God 

by letting the Gospel transform our mind. We are 
again reminded to think soberly, and not let the 
world conform our mind to its way of thinking 
(Romans 12:1-3, AMP).
a. We should not let our mind be fashioned after 

the world’s external, superficial customs, but 
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instead pattern our ideals and attitudes after 
God’s Word.

b. We are warned not to have an exaggerated
opinion of our own importance. We should
rate our abilities soberly, according to the
faith God has given us.

4. The Scriptures tell us to be renewed in the spirit
of our mind (Ephesians 4:23).
a. When we meditate long enough on the Word,

our response to God is automatic. We do not
even have to think consciously about how to
respond.
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