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Chapter 1

What Grace Is Not

There have been many misconceptions in the Body 

of Christ concerning what grace is and what grace is not. 

When some people hear the word grace, they immediately 

think it’s an excuse to live a sinful lifestyle, while others 

view grace as an excuse to be lazy. These misconceptions 

about grace cloud the true purpose and value of the grace 

of God. Grace is not merely a subject, doctrine, or message; 

grace is a person. Grace is Jesus personified. Grace describes 

all that He is and all that He has done for us. In this chapter I 

will focus on the misconceptions of the grace message. 

Grace is not a license to sin.

As born-again Christians, we have received the 
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abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness. We rule 

and reign in life (Romans 5:17). We have been called to free-

dom; however, we should not allow our freedom to be an 

incentive to the flesh. The flesh is a way of thinking that goes 

against God’s Word. The grace of God teaches us to deny 

ungodliness. “For the grace of God (His unmerited favor and 

blessing) has come forward (appeared) for the deliverance 

from sin and the eternal salvation for all mankind. It has 

trained us to reject and renounce all ungodliness (irreligion) 

and worldly (passionate) desires, to live discreet (temperate, 

self-controlled), upright, devout (spiritually whole) lives in 

this present world” (Titus 2:11, 12, AMP). 

Grace is not an excuse to become lazy.  

The phrase resting in God does not describe inactiv-

ity. Resting in God describes our determination to trust God 

while carrying out our everyday activities. It is having confi-

dence and assurance in our personal relationship with Jesus. 

We learn to trust Him and what He has done to liberate us 

from the pit we were in before we became saved. Actually, 

when we rest in God, we begin to do more for Him! How-

ever, it is not under pressure, or thinking we have to work 

for our salvation. No, we simply do what He has graced us 

to do. When we are doing what God has called us to do, He 

gives us the desire to do it to the fullest extent.  Philippians 

2:13, AMP, states, “[Not in your own strength] for it is God 

Who is all the while effectually at work in you [energizing 

and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and 

to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.”

Grace is not an encouragement to settle for miserable 

circumstances. 

Someone may say, “Yes, Brother Dollar, I live in 

an awful home right now, but thank God for His grace.”
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Although I agree that God will give us the grace to stay in 

a bad situation, I believe He will also give us the grace to 

improve our circumstances. Paul talks about this grace in 2 

Corinthians 9:8, AMP. It states, “And God is able to make all 

grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abun-

dance, so that you may always and under all circumstances 

and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough 

to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for 

every good work and charitable donation].” There is a grace to 

help us succeed and remain victorious no matter what we face.

Grace is not cheap.

When some people hear the word free, they may think 

cheap or invaluable. Just because something is free doesn’t 

mean it is cheap or that it lacks value. Grace and righteousness 

are free to us, but they were purchased at a very high price—

the precious blood of Jesus.  

Chapter 2

What Grace Is

Grace has been given many definitions, and if we do 

not rightly divide the Word of God, we will get confused.  To 

simplify things, we can remember that grace is God’s unmer-

ited favor (John 1:1-17, AMP). It’s the love and kindness He 

shows us that we do not deserve. Favor is a gift; we don’t have 

to work for a gift. And Jesus is the greatest gift of all. When 

we focus on all that He is, and all He has done, we can appre-

ciate how God has favored us by giving us His Son as a sacri-

fice for us. Now, when we need to be healed or delivered from 

something, we can receive it by grace through faith.  Then 

when we are healed and delivered, we can thank God for His 

amazing grace. With every blessing, we, in a spiritual sense, 

see the face of Jesus, which is the face of the grace of God. 
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It is one thing to tell someone about the grace of God, 

and another for a person to experience His grace! God will 

give you a flashback about His goodness! It all boils down to 

receiving a revelation of His grace and mercy. 

Psalm 40:2, 3 says, “He brought me up also out of an 

horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 

and established my goings.  And he hath put a new song in 

my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and 

fear, and shall trust in the LORD.” I don’t know about you, 

but I remember the horrible pit I used to be in. However, the 

Lord lifted me up out of my pit, and now, I have a new song. 

Thank God I no longer have to sing that tune of doom I used 

to sing before I met Jesus!

I think about all the things He delivered me from 

throughout my life; financial burdens and debt, a terrible 

accident in 2000, mechanical plane failures, and twice He 

healed me of prostate cancer. When dealing with cancer the 

last time, I saw this message I’m teaching manifest in such a 

loving and amazing way! I had been meditating on the Word, 

and listening to the Holy Spirit as He told me the steps to go 

through in the doctor’s office. I was getting an MRI when 

the face of a man with a beard came on the MRI screen! 

The doctor, my son Jeremy, and I were looking at the image, 

wondering what to think about it. We just started looking 

around, finally I asked them, “Did you see that man pop up 

on the screen?” The doctor answered, “I was wondering if 

the two of you saw him!” I heard the spirit of God say to 

me, “I just wanted you to know that I am the man Christ 

Jesus.” I literally saw the manifestation of what I had been 

preaching!  
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Grace comes from a God full of grace.

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 

we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). When I think of 

grace, I also think of how Jesus, full of grace and compas-

sion, went about healing and delivering those He came in con-

tact with. Among them was a woman who had been bleeding 

that the doctors were unable to heal; a man by the name of 

Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead; a little sick girl 

He also raised from the dead; a woman sentenced to be stoned 

to death for committing adultery; the crowds of blind, deaf, 

lame, and sick who were delivered; the thousands He fed with 

a little boy’s two-piece fish lunch; and the list goes on and on. 

All these people saw the face of grace! However, we know we 

don’t have to see His face literally to experience His grace. 

John 20:29 states, “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because 

thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 

have not seen, and yet have believed.” We are blessed when 

we believe and have not seen Him in the flesh. 

To further define the grace of God, I will provide a list of 

other ways we can see God’s grace through the person and 

character of Jesus. This is by no means an exhaustive list:

• Jesus laid down His life as the final and eternal sac-

rifice for sin (Hebrews 9:13, 14). He took upon His

body all the wrath and judgment due to mankind.

• Jesus sat down after purging our sins, signifying that

the work of redemption was complete. Our sins have

been forever wiped out through the blood of Jesus!

• Jesus extends salvation to everyone. Through Christ,

God wants to reconcile the world to Himself (2 Corin-

thians 5:18, 19).
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• Jesus walked the earth as the personification of grace

and truth. When He was born, sin and death reigned

upon the earth, but now because of His sacrificial

death, grace and truth reigns!

• Jesus’ eternal sacrifice freed us from the Law forev-

er! And whom the Son sets free is free indeed!

• Jesus gives us the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Once we are saved, the Holy Spirit dwells within us

and sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts (Ro-

mans 5:5). He is our Guide, and when we yield to His

leadership, we will no longer have the desire to sin (2

Corinthians 3:18).

• At the point of salvation, we become new creatures

in Christ Jesus (Galatians 6:15; 2 Corinthians 5:17).

• When we accepted Jesus as Lord, we accepted His

wisdom, righteousness, redemption, and sanctifica-

tion. With Jesus, we are never bankrupt. Through 

Him, we have all we will ever need (1 Corinthians 

1:30, 31). 

• When we embrace His presence, our weaknesses are

transformed into strength, our tears turn into joy, and

our lack turns into abundance. When we behold Him

through prayer, the study of His Word, and through

praise and worship, the Holy Spirit transforms us

into His image.

Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward us.

When we receive a favor from a friend or even a 

stranger, we feel both special and grateful.  However, that 

experience is taken to another level when we understand 

God’s favor. First and foremost, we have to understand that 
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the very foundation of God’s character is love. He wants us 

to learn of His love and merciful ways. He wants us to seek 

a relationship with Him and know Him intimately. Some-

times His favor seems unfair. For instance, some of the Jews 

in Galatians felt it was unfair that God allowed Gentiles to 

have a part of the new covenant and the inheritance of Je-

sus. Favor doesn’t always seem fair. However, it is always a 

blessing to receive the favor of God. It is by His grace (His 

unmerited favor) that we are saved! 

I find it interesting the ways in which Jesus described 

the kingdom of heaven. In one description, He said the king-

dom is like a manager of an estate who goes out to find peo-

ple to work for him. He hired and paid workers in a way that 

would seem unfair to most—the last of those hired benefited 

the most. They fully received the grace of God while the 

others worked hard according to an agreement. 

Matthew 20:1-16 says:

“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 

is an householder,

which went out early in the morning to hire labourers 

into his vineyard. And 

when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a 

day, he sent them into 

his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, 

and saw others standing

idle in the marketplace, And said unto them; Go ye 

also into the 

vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. 

And they went their 

way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth 
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hour, and did likewise. And 

about the eleventh hour he went out, and found oth-

ers standing idle, and saith 

unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They 

say unto him, Because no

man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also 

into the vineyard; and 

whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when 

even was come, the

lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the 

labourers, and give them 

their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And 

when they came that 

were hired about the eleventh hour, they received ev-

ery man a penny. But 

when the first came, they supposed that they should 

have received more;

and they likewise received every man a penny. And 

when they had 

received it, they murmured against the goodman of 

the house, Saying, 

These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast 

made them equal

unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the 

day. But he answered 

one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: 

didst not thou agree with

me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: I 
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will give unto this last, 

even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I 

will with mine own? 

Is thine eye evil, because I am good? So the last shall 

be first, and the first last: 

for many be called, but few chosen.”

Most people would respond by saying this whole 

scenario is unfair because the people who had worked for 

the longest period of time deserved more money. However, 

those workers agreed to work for a penny as stated above. 

The last group received a full dose of grace! They didn’t 

work as long as the first group but received the same wage. 

To simply receive the grace of God is much better than trying 

to use our human strength to earn it! Now, please don’t think 

I’m saying we no longer have to work. What I am saying is 

that we must work at trusting God, not our own strength to 

get us ahead in life.  We don’t really get anywhere by relying 

on our own human strength! It is limited at its very best! I’d 

rather receive the grace of God. 

Ephesians 2:8, AMP, states, “For it is by free grace 

(God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from 

judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through 

[your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of 

your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but 

it is the gift of God.”

The Scripture teaches us to do something many peo-

ple hate to do—simply receive! How many of you out there 

know people who argue when they receive a gift. I know I 

do. For instance, you may want to give someone a ride, some 

gas money, or a gift of some kind. But he or she may find it 

difficult to receive your gift as simply a gesture of kindness. 
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It may take a while for you to convince that person to take 

the gift! I remember this happening to me in a clothing store. 

I saw a young man in the store struggling to pay for some 

clothing items. I simply bought the items for the young man. 

When he found out I bought those things for him, he came 

and thanked me but he wanted to do something for me in 

return. I told him that I simply did it out of kindness, and 

he owed me nothing. But he persisted. He felt he had to do 

something to deserve it! He couldn’t just accept the fact that 

it was a free gift. I was thinking, “Man, just receive it. You 

don’t owe me anything!” The moral of this story is: When 

someone hands you a gift, simply receive it with gratitude.

Many Christians feel the same way when it comes 

to God and His grace, even His grace for salvation. They 

believe God’s grace and love has to come with conditions 

(we often associate His love with human love). They feel 

once they do something that is displeasing to God, He re-

moves His love and grace. That couldn’t be further from the 

truth. Even though sin can disrupt and unravel our lives, it 

does not unravel God’s love and grace toward us. His grace 

overwhelms our sin. Romans 5:15, NLT, states, “But there is 

a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious 

gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to 

many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his 

gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus 

Christ.” 

Additionally, God shows His grace to whomever He 

wants. Many Christians believe they are entitled to God’s 

grace because of “the goody-goody” things they have done. 

Please understand, I am completely in favor of people do-

ing good things. However, I also understand that those good 

things will not earn them salvation. Again, it is only by grace 
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through faith that we are saved. 

This is why we cannot be judgmental in the Church! 

It disturbs me to see Christians who have been in church for 

a long time look down upon those who just got saved. Some 

criticize them for the way they dress, talk, or behave. Some 

are even jealous or envious when they see new Christians 

receive an outpouring of God’s goodness! That is ridiculous 

because we all have received God’s grace. None of us had 

to qualify for it! It is indeed good news that anyone can be 

saved! When Adam sinned in the garden, and caused every 

person born after him to be born a sinner. That situation was 

not fair. However, God matched that injustice by giving un-

deserved favor to all who place their faith and trust in Jesus.  

Grace is also God’s work for us, in us, and through us.  

Ephesians 3:20, AMP, says, “Now to Him Who, by 

(in consequence of) the [action of His] power that is at work 

within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do super-

abundantly, far over and above all that we [dare] ask or think 

[infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, 

hopes, or dreams].” Our job in life is not to choose our own 

plan but to discover His plan. When we discover God’s will, 

we will simultaneously discover the grace to do what He has 

called us to do (1 John 2:27, AMP). 

For example, all of my life people told me I was 

going to be a preacher. But I resisted those words. I would 

think, my last name is Dollar. Who wants to give an offering 

to a preacher named Reverend Dollar! However, when I was 

in college I told two students about Jesus, and led them to 

Christ. Then, by word of mouth, the news traveled and doz-

ens of students throughout the campus were coming to my 

dorm room to hear me talk about Jesus!  I didn’t understand 
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it because I felt like I was just teaching what we all knew. 

Apparently, God had placed a grace on my life I was not 

aware of at that time. When I went off to college, my dream 

was to become a professional football player. I actually had 

a list of career choices, and preaching did not make the list. 

After college, I tried occupations such as teaching 

and counseling. Although I was able to use some of the nat-

ural talents God had given me, I wasn’t happy. I didn’t feel 

fulfilled. There were times when I suffered from depression 

because I knew there was something missing in my life. I 

am so glad I sought God to find out what was wrong. As a 

result, He turned me around and gave me hope and a brand 

new start. 

As I began to develop my personal relationship with 

Him, He began to reveal to me His plan and purpose for 

my life. There were even supernatural things that occurred 

to confirm His calling on my life. As I continued to allow 

His Word to change my thinking, I eventually discovered my 

true passion—which is to preach the Gospel! God placed a 

grace upon my life to minister His Word and that is what I 

am still doing passionately some 30 plus years later. Eventu-

ally, I discovered that I always had within me a desire to do 

His will. That reminds me of Philippians 2:13, AMP, which 

says, “[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the 

while effectually at work in you [energizing and creating in 

you the power and desire], both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.”

Now, what has God graced you to do? If you do not 

know, are you seeking Him for the answer? You have been 

equipped to do something no one else can do quite like you. 

Therefore, I want to encourage you to actively seek His plan 

and purpose for your life. Believe that He wants to show 
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you His specific will for you, and allow Him to lead you to 

it (Psalm 32:8). You will not find the answer anywhere else. 

For those of you who have already discovered God’s 

will for your life, be sure to yield to His guidance. The Bible 

says we are to present ourselves to Him as a living sacrifice 

(Romans 12:1, 2). Discover your grace so that you can fulfill 

the perfect will of God for your life.

Chapter 3

The Fruit of Salvation

Did you know that your spirit was recreated in Christ 

for the purpose of bearing fruit? The new creation experi-

ence of salvation enables you to do things you couldn’t do in 

your own ability and it enables you to manifest the power of 

God. Christians have been given something so powerful and 

so supernatural to equip us to have success in every area of 

our lives. It is called God’s grace. When we understand the 

purpose of His grace, our lives will take on new meaning. 

We will begin producing tangible “fruit” as a result of our 

relationship with Jesus, both in our character and outwardly. 

God wants us to obtain tangible results on earth that bear 

witness to the finished works of Christ. This is the “fruit” I 

am referring to. 
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In 1 Corinthians 15:10 the apostle Paul states: “But 

by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which 

was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more 

abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which 

was with me.” In this passage of scripture we see a couple of 

things. First, grace was “bestowed” on the apostle Paul. And 

second, grace was not given in vain, but for a purpose. 

For Believers, God’s grace has been bestowed upon 

us. In other words, we have been gifted with it as an act of 

God’s love, and not because of our good works or self-effort. 

There is nothing we can do to earn grace. The only require-

ment is to accept Christ as Lord and personal Savior.

Bearing the fruit of biblical prosperity (or success) 

in your life is one of the intended purposes of God’s grace. 

To be prosperous God’s way means to be successful in your 

life’s journeys and to have more than enough resources to 

accomplish what God has called you to do. Does this mean 

that everyone will be a millionaire? Not necessarily because 

you cannot really place a price tag or a monetary value on 

biblical prosperity; it is so much more than just money.  But, 

all Believers can tap into a level of supply and provision that 

is over and above what they could ask or think. All of us can 

access the spiritual resources necessary to carry out the will 

of God for our lives. 

Biblical prosperity also refers to the condition of the 

soul. Third John 1:2 refers to prosperity being a natural out-

growth of a prosperous soul. It says, “Beloved, I wish above 

all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 

thy soul prospereth.” Prospering in your spirit means being 

born again, prospering in your soul means having a renewed 

mind, prospering in your body means being physically 

healthy, and prospering in your relationships means having 
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peace. True prosperity should be evident in every area of 

your life, and it is the result of having a revelation of God’s 

love and grace.

The only thing stopping you from seeing the intend-

ed fruit of grace manifesting in your life is a religious mind-

set that will keep you relying on your human ability. Your 

relationship with God is based on what Jesus did, not self 

righteousness. When you truly understand that you are righ-

teous by faith in Jesus, you will produce the fruit of grace in 

your life.

Chapter 4

Grace Speaks

Wherever we are falling short, we must remember 

God’s grace and tap into it by faith. Faith is the access key to 

the grace we need to move forward victoriously. We release 

our faith in grace by speaking the Word of God concerning 

it. There is a grace available to live and walk like Jesus did 

while He was on the earth! Cooperate with God’s grace by 

believing it, receiving it, and speaking it over your life every 

day.

Grace Confessions

I release my faith for the grace to live a life that pleases God. 

I am able to serve Him acceptably through grace.

Through grace, I have the ability to obey God’s Word. I am 
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no longer a slave to sin, nor am I subject to it.

I walk by faith and not by what my physical senses tell me.

I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me. His 

grace makes me an overcomer.

Through grace I know God’s perfect will for my life. 

Grace is not earned; it is received by faith. I receive the ben-

efits of God’s grace in my life through faith in His Word.

Jesus Christ is the manifested Word of God. I have the full 

nature of Christ within me, and I partake of that nature 

through the Word.

God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly bless-

ing) increase in my life. 

I possess a grace for giving.

I possess a grace for overcoming anger, lust, and all other 

evil emotions that lead to sin. 

I am empowered to prosper and have success in every area 

of my life through God’s grace. 

I withdraw grace from my recreated spirit by renewing my 

mind with the Word. 

I acknowledge all the supernatural resources I have within 

my spirit, and I use my faith to transfer those resources into 

the physical realm.

I release the grace of God through praying in tongues. I re-

new my strength through my personal prayer language, and 

I make spiritual progress.

I walk in the fear of the Lord by respecting and honoring 

Him in all that I do. 
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Through grace, I am able to walk in true holiness and godli-

ness. I overcome any and all bondage through the supernat-

ural empowerment of God. 
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