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Chapter 1
�e A�ection Connection

 Have you ever loved someone so much 
that you wanted to do whatever you could 
to make that person happy? Anyone who has 
experienced the excitement of new love and 
the overwhelming desire to please the object of 
his or her a�ection knows the feeling! When 
you have love for someone, you want to show 
him or her how much you care, and there is 
usually no limit to the amount of attention and 
appreciation you will demonstrate. Expressing 
our a�ection through action is what really 
makes our love for someone evident.
 When we think about a�ection, we usually 
keep it in the context of our relationships 
with people, but it also translates into our 
relationship with God. How we feel toward 
Him is the determining factor in our actions. 
And, as it relates to �nances, this means we give 
out of the love and honor we have for who He 
is in our lives. 
 A lot of people see tithing and giving 
o�erings as a burden, but it should never be 
looked at this way. A true understanding of 
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honor really helps to put things in perspective. 
When giving �nancially becomes an outward 
expression of love for God, it is something 
that will begin to come naturally. �e key is to 
change our perspective on it.

Honor: When God 
Becomes the Centerpiece

What does it mean to honor someone? 
Simply, it means to make them a priority. 
When we honor the Lord, His words weigh-in 
heavily in our lives, to the point where we give 
Him the liberty to speak into our lives and be 
obeyed. We honor God when His Word is so 
signi�cant to us that nothing and no one can 
in�uence us more than the Word can. Honor 
is a heart issue that ultimately moves us into 
action.

I have often said that one of the greatest 
indicators of people’s priorities is their 
checkbook. Where you make your most 
precious investments shows where your treasure 
is. Unfortunately, many people allow money to 
become their master, which begins to dictate 
whether or not they choose to give money to 
the church for the purpose of advancing the 
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Kingdom of God. Instead of honoring God 
with their money, they allow money and their 
own personal desires to control their �nancial 
agendas.

However, when God becomes the 
centerpiece of our lives, we begin to look 
for ways to honor Him in everything we do, 
including the �nancial arena. Tithing and 
giving o�erings to the local church is an honor 
issue. It is something we do because we love 
God, not out of pressure or obligation. 

�e concept of honor is relatively obsolete 
in society today; it just isn’t a high priority 
anymore. Generally, there is a lack of honor for 
those in authority, and even the institution of 
marriage fails to get the reverence and honor 
it deserves. With honor on the decline, it is 
not surprising that when it comes to giving 
money in church, people’s attitudes tend to be 
negative. 

In light of the growing trend of dishonor 
that is prevalent today, we must examine our 
lives to be sure we are honorable—�rst toward 
God—and then toward others. God expects us 
to honor the people He has placed in our lives, 
as well as demonstrate honor toward the things 
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of God. We do this by getting rid of sel�shness 
and allowing the Word to be our �nal authority. 
We give honor through our actions, even when 
it is not convenient. God promises that those 
who honor Him will be honored by Him (1 
Samuel 3:20). And nothing compares to the 
honor that comes from God!

�e Attitude of A�ection
A�ection is a commitment to delight, with 

excitement in serving God. It is an attitude 
which ultimately determines a Christian’s 
success. �e heart of a�ection doesn’t look at 
�nancial seed-sowing as a burden, but rather as 
an opportunity to express gratitude toward the 
Lord. 

�e truth is, everything we do for the 
Kingdom of God must be motivated by the 
love we have for God, otherwise it is in vain. 
When we serve the Lord with a grudging, 
ungrateful attitude, His provisions are blocked, 
in our lives. A simple attitude adjustment may 
be all we need to release the provision of God, 
and eliminate lack.  

One way to cultivate an a�ectionate heart 
toward God is to re�ect on what He has already 
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done for you. �en begin to thank Him for 
those things. When you really think about 
all the situations God has brought you out of 
and how He has provided for you time and 
time again, it becomes di�cult to be stingy or 
grudging with your resources, in any capacity. 

�e Word says something so powerful 
about the attitude in which we are to give, 
in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” You see, the issue is the heart—
the attitude in which we do what we do for 
God. �e cheerful giver is a�ectionate toward 
God and the things of God. �at is what He is 
looking at when it comes to our actions. 

Many times, lack shows up in our lives 
because of the attitudes we harbor in our hearts, 
such as ungratefulness and ingratitude. �e 
answer to our problems may simply be a matter 
of realigning ourselves with God’s agenda and 
changing the way we think about serving God. 
I have often said that nothing just happens, but 
there is a reason why things are not working in 
our lives. If you �nd your �nancial situation 
is at a standstill, or that lack has become the 
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norm, it may be time to examine your heart. 
Are you a tither and a giver of o�erings? If you 
are, that is wonderful. But you can still evaluate 
whether your heart has been in your giving. 
If you are not tithing and giving o�erings, 
and you are a Christian, it is de�nitely time 
to �gure out why. We should tithe and give 
o�erings not because we have to, but because 
we want to. Love is the transforming variable 
in the equation. When we allow love to govern 
our actions, it becomes an attitude of, “I get 
to tithe and give o�erings because God has 
blessed me.” When you adopt this attitude, 
your �nancial situation is guaranteed to turn 
around. 

God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power, love, and a sound mind, which means 
that fear should never keep you from giving 
into the Kingdom of God. If it is, deal with it 
immediately by renewing your mind with the 
Word of God and practicing being a giver! Any 
step you take in the right direction will help you 
mature in God’s love. So �nd someone to be a 
blessing to, even if it is in a small way. Fear is a 
serious hindrance to operating in obedience. It 
demonstrates that we do not fully trust God to 
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take care of us. When we fear giving money to 
our local church, we are really saying we are not 
con�dent in God’s system of provision, when, 
in fact, God’s system of bringing �nances into 
our hands is based on sowing seed!  

Our foundation must be straightened out 
so that honor and walking in love are the 
driving forces behind everything we do. When 
God becomes the centerpiece of our lives, our 
commitment to pleasing Him and doing all we 
can to advance His agenda on the earth will 
consume us. Love and honor toward God are 
two undeniable keys to lack-proo�ng your life 
so you can remain in the over�ow of God’s 
blessings and provision. You will never be 
broke another day in your life, when a�ection 
for God becomes your distinguishing mark. 
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Chapter 2
Understanding Tithing

 To tithe or not to tithe—that is the 
question. �e issue of tithing has often been 
a point of contention among Christians and 
non-Christians alike. �ere are people who 
insist tithing was an Old Testament practice, 
which God does not require of us today. And 
yet, there are others who see the value in 
tithing, even in the 21st century. �e tithing 
question can be answered by examining one 
simple concept—honor. And while there is no 
speci�c commandment in the New Testament 
in relation to tithing, God does command us to 
walk in love, �rst toward Him and then toward 
others. When we begin to look at tithing in 
light of the love issue, it takes on a completely 
di�erent level of signi�cance for us as Believers.
 Everything we do must be traced back to our 
motives; why do we do what we do? Believers 
are supposed to live according to the Kingdom 
of God, which is God’s way of doing things. 
And in His system, for the Christian who 
desires to serve God with his or her �nances, 
tithing is a way of life. Essentially, it is how we 
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honor God and activate His blessing. 
I often say, life is a series of decisions, and 

whether we choose to operate in God’s blessings 
versus the curse that comes with the world’s 
way of doing things is entirely up to us. Tithing 
is an undeniable blessing connection that 
activates God’s favor, provision, and protection 
in our lives.

�e Two Tithing Systems
When it comes to understanding tithing 

and deconstructing some of the confusion 
about whether it is an Old or New Testament 
issue, we have to look at the two tithing systems 
God instituted, and determine where we �t 
in as Believers. �e �rst is tithing under the 
Abrahamic covenant, and the second is tithing 
under the law.

Genesis 14:17-23 gives the account of 
Abraham bringing his tithes to the high priest 
Melchizedek. Why did Abraham do this? It 
was pretty simple; he did it out of gratitude 
and honor to God. You see, Abraham had just 
won a major battle against his enemies, and he 
was fully aware that God enabled him to come 
out as the victor. For the victory God gave him, 
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Abraham gave his tithe in return. It was his love 
for God that compelled him to bring one tenth 
of all the spoils to the high priest of Salem. As a 
result, the priest released the blessing over him, 
which empowered him to have success in every 
area of his life. 

Further on in Genesis, we see God cutting 
a covenant with Abraham (Genesis 17:1-7), in 
which He promises that Abraham’s descendants 
will be numerous and blessed. �is divine 
agreement God made with Abraham and his 
seed is what connects us to his blessing, because 
Jesus descended from Abraham’s lineage. He is 
the seed of Abraham, and we are connected to 
Abraham’s blessing through our acceptance of 
Jesus as Lord. When we become a part of God’s 
family by becoming born again, we have a right 
to everything God promised Abraham! Jesus, 
like Melchizedek, is our High Priest today, 
and when we follow in Abraham’s footsteps by 
bringing our tithes to our local church, we are 
really bringing our tithes to Jesus. In turn, He 
releases the blessing over our lives.
 Under the old covenant, there was a law to 
tithe (Deuteronomy 14:22-29); however, keep 
in mind that Abraham tithed long before the 
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law of tithing was implemented as a part of the 
Mosaic laws. Knowing this, it then becomes 
clear that tithing was an honor issue before it 
became a religious duty. God wants us, like 
Abraham, to be motivated by our love and 
appreciation for Him when we are moved to 
tithe. 

Kingdom Empowerment 
is Gained through Tithing

�e tithe, which is the tenth of your gross 
income, is a blessing connector. In order 
to understand what it really means to be 
empowered, we need to know what the blessing 
is. �e blessing is not a physical, material 
item, like a house or a car. �ese things are the 
results of the blessing. Rather, the blessing is an 
empowerment, or enablement, that allows us 
to do what we could not do in our own natural 
ability. It is what gives every Believer the 
advantage in life, allowing us to be successful 
in all we set out to do. 

�e �rst mention of the blessing being 
released over mankind was in the book of 
Genesis. In the beginning God spoke words 
of blessing over Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:22, 
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28). However, when they sinned against God 
by eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, they became disconnected 
from the blessing and came under the curse 
of sin, sickness, lack, and spiritual death. 
God, in His great love and mercy, released 
the blessing again when He spoke over Noah’s 
sons, Shem and Japheth (Genesis 9:1). �is 
blessing was eventually passed down through 
the generations, from Abraham to Jesus, who 
made it possible for all of us to partake of the 
blessing.

 Galatians 3:13, 14 says:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree: �at the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise 
of the Spirit through faith.”

�is passage of Galatians lets us know, 
that through Jesus, we have inherited the 
supernatural power of God. Jesus is our High 
Priest forever; therefore, when we tithe, we 
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tithe to Him! Paying our tithes activates the 
blessing exchange in our lives, just like it did in 
Abraham’s life thousands of years ago.

I don’t know about you, but I need all 
the power I can get! As Believers, we have 
been called to impact this world with the 
supernatural power of God, and that power is 
none other than the blessing. Without it, we 
have a form of godliness without the results 
to back up what we believe. God promises 
to open the windows of Heaven and shower 
us with this blessing when we tithe (Malachi 
3:10). When we demonstrate love for Him, He 
reciprocates love and honor to us.

�e truth of the matter is, tithing is a way 
to maintain the �ow of God’s blessings in 
your life, and to remain established in peace. 
Peace, or shalom, which is the Hebrew word for 
peace, prosperity, and continuous well-being, 
is having security in the midst of turmoil. 
When we honor God with a tenth of all our 
increase, we position ourselves for success, and 
we protect our lives and possessions from the 
enemy’s destruction. �is is not to say that 
Satan will not come against us. But when we 
tithe, God promises to rebuke the devourer for 
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our sake (Malachi 3:11). �is simply means 
that when the enemy tries to attack you, at the 
end of the day, he won’t be successful.

While tithing may not make sense to the 
world, it makes perfect sense in the Kingdom 
of God. Each day you have the opportunity to 
make choices that will either bene�t or hinder 
you, and tithing happens to be a choice that 
will always set you up for success and increase. 
You have nothing to lose by paying your tithes! 
By choosing God’s way of doing things over the 
fear of not having enough, you demonstrate 
your trust in Him concerning everything 
that comes into your hands, including your 
�nances. Our obedience, through tithing, 
releases a spiritual force in our lives that will 
connect us to the best God has to o�er. Put 
God to the test and see what happens!  
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Chapter 3
Firstfruit O�erings: Giving God Your Best

  I am a �rm believer in the fact that 
understanding the purpose for a thing is crucial 
to your ability to actively take part in its bene�ts. 
When it comes to �nancial matters in the 
Kingdom of God, tithing and giving o�erings 
are often two of the most misunderstood 
topics. Contrary to what some may think, 
they are completely di�erent. You pay your 
tithes to God because they already belong to 
Him, and you give o�erings. �ere are di�erent 
types of o�erings, one of which is the �rstfruit. 
�e �rstfruit o�ering was implemented in the 
Old Testament as a way to honor God in an 
unprecedented way. It is giving God the �rst of 
our increase, which signi�es the best we have to 
o�er.
  �ere is something about the �rst of 
something that sets it apart from the rest; it 
is a biblical principle. Although we are New 
Testament Believers, we can learn from the 
patterns and practices of the people who lived 
in Old Testament times. Firstfruit o�erings 
were de�nitely a part of their way of life.
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In Exodus 13:1, 8-16, God instructed 
Moses to sanctify, or set apart all the �rstborn 
males in the community. Like tithing, this was 
the Israelites’ way of demonstrating their honor 
to God for Him delivering them out of Egypt, 
which was a place of bondage for them. �e 
�rstborn males represented the best they had to 
give to the Lord.

 �ere is something about giving God 
your best that gets His attention, because it 
demonstrates you are consumed with pleasing 
God. Your �nances represent your time and 
energy, and when you give the �rst of the 
increase that comes into your hands, it really 
sends a message in the spiritual realm.

�e Firstfruit O�ering Today
Numbers 18:12-15 describes the �rstfruit 
o�ering in detail in relation to the substance 
the Israelites possessed at that time: 

“All the best of the oil, and all the best of 
the wine, and of the wheat, the �rstfruits 
of them which they shall o�er unto the 
LORD, them have I given thee. And 
whatsoever is �rst ripe in the land, which 
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they shall bring unto the LORD, shall 
be thine; every one that is clean in thine 
house shall eat of it. Every thing devoted 
in Israel shall be thine. Everything that 
openeth the matrix in all �esh, which they 
bring unto the LORD, whether it be of 
men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless 
the �rstborn of man shalt thou surely 
redeem, and the �rstling of unclean beasts 
shalt thou redeem.” 

 �ese people didn’t have paper dollars like 
we have, but they did have things that were just 
as valuable to them in their culture. Oil, wine, 
wheat, and cattle represented their precious 
time, livelihood, harvest, and sustenance. �ese 
things enabled them to eat, live, and survive. 
To o�er God the �rst of all their increase was 
not only a powerful act of worship, honor, and 
a�ection for God; it was an act of faith as well. 
Even further, they dedicated the �rstborn of 
their children to God as an o�ering.

 �e point of the �rstfruit o�ering is that 
it represents the best we have to o�er. We 
always want God’s best, but are we willing to 
give Him our best? God gave His best when He 
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gave us Jesus, so we could be delivered from the 
bondage of sin. When we present our �rstfruits 
to God, it is an act of remembrance for what 
He has done for us.

 While we don’t bring cows, bottles of oil, 
and food to church as o�erings, we can give 
the �rst of all our increase to God as it relates to 
our income. For example, if you receive a $50 
raise on your job, your �rstfruit o�ering would 
be the �rst $50 you receive over your previous 
paycheck amount. It is a one-time o�ering that 
is set apart for God, and it therefore determines 
the condition of what is left. Now if you receive 
a $75 increase in the next 6 months, you would 
bring that �rst $75 over and above what you 
were previously receiving. �is is what it means 
to give the �rst of all your increase. 

God cares about the o�erings we bring 
to Him, which is why we must get an 
understanding of the importance of them and 
how they di�er from the tithe. �e two cannot 
be confused, nor can we think we are complete 
in our giving practices if we omit either one. 

�e tithe belongs to God already, which 
means it is not something we give per se, as 
much as it is something we pay. Every tenth goes 
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to God, whether it is good or bad. O�erings, 
on the other hand, are freewill gifts we “o�er” 
to God out of the sincerity of our hearts. �e 
�rstfruit falls under this category. Now here is 
the thing about o�erings: they are just that—an 
o�ering! �is simply means we are making God 
an o�er, but the motive behind our o�er is the 
determining factor in whether He accepts it. 

Remember, God always looks at the 
condition of our hearts when we give. For a 
long time, people have thought giving was a 
means to an end. In other words, they believed 
in order to get something from the Lord, the 
prerequisite was to give an o�ering. Over time, 
this belief has turned the giving of o�erings 
into a practice that is really based in sel�shness. 
However, the motive behind our giving should 
never be that we want God to do something 
for us. In fact, God has already done everything 
we could possibly imagine when it comes to 
providing for us and ful�lling our desires. �e 
fact that He constantly gives to us deserves a 
response on our end.  

Giving on its own, without a�ection, has 
no future. It is the honor and love for God that 
makes our o�ering signi�cant. �e neat thing 
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is that when we give o�erings out of love, with 
no other agenda, God will show up. 

First Kings 3:3-5 says:
And Solomon loved the LORD, walking 
in the statutes of David his father… 
And the king went to Gibeon to sacri�ce 
there; for that was the great high place: 
a thousand burnt o�erings did Solomon 
o�er upon that altar. In Gibeon the 
LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night: and God said, Ask what I shall 
give thee.

Clearly, Solomon’s motive was not to 
obtain something from God; that wasn’t at 
the forefront of his thinking when he o�ered 
a thousand burnt o�erings in Gibeon. Rather, 
the Word says that he “loved the Lord,” which 
means His decision to give sacri�cially to God 
was motivated by his a�ection for the Kingdom 
of God, not sel�shness. As a result of having 
pure intentions, God came on the scene and 
made him an o�er, “Solomon, what can I do for 
you?” I believe this is the way God wants us to 
approach giving o�erings, �rstfruit, etc.
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According to the Bible, it is dishonorable 
to come before God empty-handed. In God’s 
instructions to Israel regarding giving �rstfruit 
o�erings, He says, “And none shall appear before 
me empty” (Exodus 34:20). Because God has 
sacri�ced so much for us—giving up His own 
Son, Jesus—we should honor Him with our 
possessions. When we allow Him to speak 
to us concerning what we should give, we 
demonstrate that His Word weighs heavily in 
our lives. Proverbs 3:9, 10 says, “Honour the 
Lord with thy substance, and with the �rstfruits 
of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be �lled 
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.” God honors those who honor Him.  

 �e quality of your giving, which includes 
�rstfruits, determines your future in the 
Kingdom of God. If you want to begin building 
your faith to give from a more a�ectionate heart, 
get your mouth involved! What I mean is, speak 
God’s promises over your o�erings (and tithes) 
and declare your love for God when you give. 
You will begin to set your a�ection toward the 
Kingdom of God, and your giving will take on 
a whole new meaning. Give God your best, and 
He is sure to give you the best He has to o�er.
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Chapter 4
Practical Steps to Financial Freedom

  When it comes to �nances, Christians 
tend to major on the spiritual side of things, 
but often fail to look at the practical side. 
While it is necessary to understand spiritual 
principles, because they are the foundation for 
everything, knowing how to master the natural 
side of things is just as important. Many times, 
the reason people �nd themselves in �nancial 
predicaments that require supernatural 
intervention is simply because they failed to 
make wise decisions where their money was 
concerned. Achieving �nancial freedom is just 
as much about the everyday choices you make 
with your money as it is about being spiritually 
astute. 
  One concept we need to understand in the 
�nancial arena is stewardship. It is a spiritual 
concept that translates into natural actions. 
What I mean is, God wants us to be good 
stewards over the �nances we possess, and that 
means making good decisions every day. Often, 
it is the little things we neglect when it comes 
to money management that end up a�ecting 
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our �nancial portfolios. 
 According to Webster’s Dictionary, a 

steward is one who manages another’s �nancial 
a�airs or property. We are to be stewards of 
God’s resources in the earth, which include 
�nances. Everything we have belongs to God, 
and is available for His use at any time. Being a 
responsible manager over your money develops 
good stewardship and positions you for 
increase because it proves you are trustworthy 
with what God has given you. It is the practical 
side of money management that I want to look 
at.

Financial Tips
As a pastor, I have counseled people about 

issues ranging from marriage to �nances. When 
it comes to money, one of the biggest problems 
I see is people living beyond their means. In 
fact, if you make adjustments in this one area, 
you will be amazed at how much money you 
do have at your disposal. 

 Living beyond your means doesn’t 
necessarily mean trying to live an extremely 
extravagant lifestyle along celebrity standards. 
For you, it may mean something completely 
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di�erent. I de�ne living beyond your means as 
simply spending more than you are bringing 
in. �at could mean going shopping when 
you know your �nances don’t allow you 
to comfortably shop without it negatively 
impacting your other obligations. Or, it may 
mean eating out all the time, when you know 
cooking at home is the better choice. Small 
expenditures can become major expenses when 
repeated. �is is what it means to live beyond 
your means, and it is an area we need to get 
under control.

You must be realistic about your current 
income bracket and commit to live modestly, 
within the boundaries of that income. �at 
means choosing not to spend money on things 
you cannot a�ord at the time. God wants to 
increase you and upgrade your lifestyle, but 
it is a process. He will never cause you to get 
into debt or dig yourself into a �nancial hole 
to accomplish this goal. Hyperconsumption is 
a huge problem for a lot of people. �ey buy 
expensive, big-ticket items (many times on 
credit) and pay for it later. �en they wonder 
why their bank accounts are always in the red! 
We must begin to get honest with ourselves 
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about overspending, and commit to make 
the necessary adjustments (such as living on 
a budget). Only then will we begin to get a 
handle on our �nances.

Saving is another practical tip that will 
greatly help us achieve �nancial freedom. 
While it is critical that we operate the spiritual 
principles of seedtime and harvest in order to 
activate and receive a �nancial harvest, what 
we do with the harvest when it comes into our 
hands is just as important! We should keep in 
mind the importance of having an interest-
bearing savings account. 
�e habit of saving money is a good one because 
it requires discipline and diligence. �e Word 
of God talks about “storehouses,” which are the 
places where we store our goods and resources. 
In Bible times, resources were not necessarily 
money, as we know it today, but people had 
storehouses, where they kept provision ready 
for future use. �is is essentially the purpose of 
having a savings account—to provide a cushion 
for you to fall back on in case something 
unexpected happens. 
 Life has all kinds of twists and turns, and 
there is nothing worse than being caught o�-
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guard by some unforeseen setback for which 
you were not prepared. However, if you make 
a habit of saving money, you will be better 
prepared to deal with these types of situations. 
Your goal should be to save at least six to twelve 
months of income that will cover your basic 
expenses in case something happens, such as 
the loss of a job. �e best way to save is to 
have money automatically drafted from your 
checking account at regular intervals. �is way 
you do not touch the money you have already 
allotted for your savings. 

 Whether it is a regular savings account, 
401(k), or CD (certi�cate of deposit), a wise 
steward makes provisions for the future by 
saving money. It is never too late to start so why 
not start putting something away now? Even if 
you start o� small, it will make a di�erence in 
the long run. 

Dealing with Debt
 One of the things that hold so many people 

back �nancially is consumer debt, e.g., credit 
cards, layaway plans, and loans. �is usually 
ties back into the area of hyperconsumption 
and living beyond our means. When we try to 
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maintain a lifestyle we cannot a�ord, we tend 
to succumb to immediate grati�cation at the 
expense of our �nancial futures. It is usually 
not until we are swimming in debt and up to 
our necks in bills that we realize we need to 
make some serious changes.

 Living a practical �nancial life means doing 
everything we can to stay out of debt. And, if 
we do owe money, we need to come up with 
a solid plan to get out of the situation.  �e 
�rst place to start is the Word of God; it holds 
the key to debt release and �nancial freedom. 
Locate scriptures that pertain to your situation 
and make them a part of your daily confession 
time. Speaking the Word over your �nances, 
along with sowing �nancial seed and paying 
your tithes, will begin to activate the spiritual 
principles necessary for debt cancellation. 

On the natural side of things, gather all 
your bills together and collect the numbers of 
all your creditors. No matter how much you 
don’t want to do it, it is imperative that you 
communicate with the companies to whom 
you owe money rather than ignore their phone 
calls. Taking the initiative to rectify your 
situation by contacting them via phone or by 
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letter, and letting them know your intentions 
to pay your bills, sends a message that you are 
serious. I have seen situations where entire 
debts were cancelled or signi�cantly reduced 
simply because of an honest phone call or letter 
to the company. Don’t allow fear to keep you 
from doing what needs to be done. God will 
honor your integrity.

As you apply these simple, practical 
steps to your life, expect the miracle of debt 
cancellation, as well as �nancial increase, to 
manifest. Matthew 19:26 tells us that “with 
God all things are possible.”  Remember to walk 
in the con�dence of knowing that God desires 
you to prosper �nancially. As His child, you are 
entitled to walk in �nancial freedom now!
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Chapter 5
�e Power of Decision

  Life is a series of decisions, and the decisions 
we make are ultimately determined by our 
mind-sets. Our attitudes and beliefs about 
money and how to handle it may be in�uenced 
by various factors, such as what we observed 
and experienced growing up, the norms and 
values of society, or information we’ve received 
from our peers and loved ones. �e problem is, 
if those attitudes and beliefs do not originate 
from the Word of God, they are wrong, and 
have the potential to ruin our lives in the area 
of �nances.
  Some common attitudes about �nances 
that re�ect the world system’s way of doing 
things include:
• Giving money to the church or other

religious organizations is a waste of time. 
�is includes tithing and giving o�erings.

• Buying things on credit rather than paying
cash is completely acceptable.

• Enjoy now, pay later.
• Finances and God have nothing to do with

each other.
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�ere are many more habits and practices 
that fall under these four categories, but these 
are probably the primary ones that �nd their 
way into the hearts and minds of people when 
it comes to money, and they are all wrong, 
according to the Word. Sowing �nancial seed 
and paying tithes to the local church and other 
ministries help �nance the spreading of the 
Gospel, which is God’s ultimate agenda on the 
earth. Buying things on credit and giving into 
immediate grati�cation rather than waiting 
until later, demonstrates a lack of self-control, 
and it will cost you in the end. Everything the 
world believes in is in direct opposition to the 
way God wants us to manage our �nances.

�e truth is, God is very much concerned 
with our �nancial situations, and wants to get 
involved. He is not disconnected from this 
aspect of our lives; after all, we need money 
to live and survive in the natural realm. �e 
exchange of goods and services is a part of life 
that can’t be avoided, so to say that God doesn’t 
care about money, or people having money, is 
ridiculous. It is our relationship with money 
and our understanding of how to manage it 
that makes the di�erence. 
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Mind Renewal Is the Key
 I often say the mind is the arena of faith, 
which means our thought-lives have everything 
to do with our outcomes. If our thinking about 
money isn’t straightened out, how we govern 
our �nances won’t have a favorable result. We 
must renew our minds to the truth and commit 
to change our habits and behavior in this area.
Romans 12:1, 2 contains the keys to changing 
our mind-sets, 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacri�ce, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

 �is scripture must be the centerpiece of our 
thinking. �e Apostle Paul says we should not 
be conformed to the world, but instead, allow 
our lives to be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds. When we change the way we think, 
we can prove and walk out God’s perfect will in 
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the �nancial realm. 
Since our decisions are governed, in large 

part, by our thoughts, we cannot a�ord to 
neglect this vital area of Christian discipline. 
As it relates to our �nances, we must search 
the Bible for God’s thoughts about money and 
how to handle it, and locate the scriptures that 
deal speci�cally with this area. �e next step is 
to take those scriptures and meditate on them 
until they begin to change the way we think 
about things. As our thoughts begin to change, 
and how we see �nances in the Kingdom of 
God changes, the choices we make will be in 
line with God’s will. However, it all starts with 
renewing our minds.

Free Will: A Gift from God
 One of the most precious gifts God has 

given each of us is free will—the power to 
choose and make our own decisions. I have 
encountered people who have been in all kinds 
of �nancial situations, and the thing that I 
always tell them is that they have the power to 
choose a di�erent path for themselves. �ere is 
power in making a decision.

I can remember a time in my life when I was 
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as broke as the Ten Commandments! I grew 
up poor, and my family struggled �nancially 
for a very long time. �en there was a point 
in my life when I made a decision that I was 
not going to be poor for the rest of my life. I 
refused to accept that as my destiny. Although 
I made bad decisions along the way, where debt 
was concerned, when I found out that God 
actually wanted me to prosper, and that debt 
cancellation was a promise found in His Word, 
my decision really had some ammunition 
behind it. 
 I began searching the Bible for every 
scripture I could �nd on �nancial prosperity 
and increase. I listened to tapes from other 
preachers and ministers on the subject, and I 
received revelation about this important area of 
Christianity. I discovered it was more than a 
“pie in the sky” dream. It was real, and it could 
be my reality. As I renewed my mind to the 
truth, and made the Word my �nal authority, 
God began to give me wisdom on how to get 
out of debt and how to increase my resources. 
He opened doors for me and positioned me to 
get ahead. I can’t take any of the credit for it 
because it was God who did it. But my decision 
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to change this area of my life propelled me into 
the good life. 

Just as I had chosen to live a di�erent life, 
away from what I had grown up seeing, you, 
too, can choose a di�erent path. Today is the 
day you can choose a new reality for yourself 
where your �nances are concerned. You do not 
have to be stuck in the land of “not enough” 
when God’s provision is awaiting you. All 
you have to do is receive it by faith, and make 
choices in the natural realm to support what 
you believe. 

Planning ahead and saving, tithing, giving 
o�erings, staying out of debt, and living within 
your means are all things you can do to get on 
the road to �nancial freedom. It takes discipline 
and consistency to make these things a lifestyle, 
but I can tell you from experience that they 
work.

Most importantly, remember to allow the 
motive in your heart to be love and a�ection 
for God. You want your decisions to be driven 
by the honor you have for the Lord more than 
anything else. When your feelings of a�ection 
move you to do things that please Him, your 
�nances will be overtaken by His goodness! 
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