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Lesson 1

The Philosophy 
of Grace

The world in which we live is full of philosophies. In fact, 
nowadays it is difficult to find someone who doesn’t have his 
or her own philosophy about life, how to govern it, or how 
others should be allowed to govern theirs. Everyone has a 
philosophy and that philosophy brings forth fruit, whether 
good or bad. A philosophy is a way of thinking that includes 
our values and our world view. It is the lens through which 
we filter all that we experience. The problem is that if the lens 
through which we are looking is not the Word of God, the 
view we have of things will be distorted. Regardless of what 
the philosophy is, as Believers, we must examine the origins 
of each of the ideas and values that we are presented with 
and pay attention to where these beliefs come from because 
the values and beliefs we accept will ultimately control how 
we respond to situations. At the end of the day, as Christians 
we must make sure that our philosophies are modeled after 
Jesus Christ and based on the Word of God.

It is so important, particularly in the days and times in 
which we are living, to be aware of the thoughts that enter 
our minds and the conclusions that we draw from those 
thoughts. We simply cannot afford to allow the world’s 
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philosophies to confuse or mislead us. Spiritually, we should 
be at war with worldly beliefs and values. We are instructed 
not to conform to the customs and thought patterns of this 
world, but to renew our minds with the Word of God. 

There are several philosophies that are present in the 
collective thinking of Christians and non-Christians alike—
philosophies that actually hinder spiritual growth and 
progression in relationship with God. The idea that we must 
work to earn God’s blessing, for example, is a widespread 
philosophy that is not aligned with the truth of God’s grace. 
This philosophy is responsible for keeping many people in the 
bondage of self-effort. It is a wrong way of thinking. In God’s 
eyes, the world’s philosophies are idle fancies, nonsense, and 
vain deceit. They only serve the purpose of drawing people 
away from the truth of His Word and His grace. 

How we think determines what is in our hearts (Proverbs 
23:7). Our thoughts affect who we are, what we do, and 
how we live. This is why it is so vital that we make sure our 
thoughts are in agreement with God’s thoughts and ways of 
doing things. 

In the book of Genesis, God created Adam in His 
image, complete with His philosophy. God’s thoughts 
were downloaded into Adam’s consciousness, similar to 
the way a program is downloaded to a computer. But the 
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devil introduced his own philosophy to Adam’s mind, which 
caused Adam and Eve to see themselves through a different 
lens. As a result, he was able to strip them of the blessing that 
God had bestowed on their lives.

Adam and Eve were not being good custodians over their 
thought lives. They allowed a foreign spirit to minister a lie 
to them that destroyed their lives. We must be careful about 
what we let into our hearts and minds because what we allow 
to take root and grow there impacts our lives in a big way 
(Proverbs 4:23). We must allow the Word to transform and 
renew our thinking so that we can embrace the philosophy 
of grace. 

Reject the World’s Philosophies
Colossians 2:8 warns against letting ourselves be swayed 

by worldly philosophies. It says, “Don’t let anyone lead you 
astray with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense 
that come from human thinking and from the evil powers of 
this world, and not from Christ” (New Living Translation). 
Just like in physical warfare, we should be at war with and 
on guard against allowing the world’s viewpoint to infiltrate 
our thinking. Similar to what he did in the Garden of Eden, 
the devil will use the philosophies of this world and popular 
culture to steal from us what God has already given us. The 
world’s ways of thinking is based on human tradition rather 
than on the spiritual realm. They disregard God’s Word 
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altogether and exalt the norms and values of society above 
the Scriptures. Worldly philosophies also distort God’s Word 
and twist it into meaning something it does not. Only by 
reading, studying, and meditating on the Word of God so 
that it changes our thinking can we have the proper lens 
through which to view life, handle trouble without distress, 
face challenges without falling into despair, and handle 
persecution without being destroyed (2 Corinthians 4:8, 9). 
The Word is what helps us overthrow and defeat the world’s 
philosophies.

Change Your Mind
The whole objective of the devil is to get us to change our 

minds about God’s Word, but we can combat this by making 
a quality decision to give our minds and hearts to God. The 
devil has blinded the minds of those who do not believe the 
Gospel so that they cannot receive the instructions of the 
Scriptures. But for those of us who do know and understand 
the truth of the Word, we must make a daily decision to 
continue the process of mind renewal. Mind renewal, as it 
relates to God’s grace, is critical. God extends His grace to 
us, but we must keep it at the forefront of our minds that 
this gift is given to us because of Who He is, not because of 
anything we have done. 

If something is received by grace, it is not of works 
anymore. Conversely, whatever is gained or earned through 
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works is not by grace (Romans 11:6). Grace operates under 
the concept of receiving something for nothing. We need to 
protect our minds, and we must not lose hope. Jesus brings 
us grace, but we must remain sober-minded and not let the 
world’s philosophies infect our minds. We are instructed in 
the Word to be morally alert and to set our minds on God’s 
divine favor. We are to present our bodies to God as living 
sacrifices by letting the Gospel transform our minds. When 
we meditate long enough on the Word, our response to God 
will be automatic. 

Expressing the Philosophy of Grace
One of the ways we express the philosophy of grace in our 

lives is by communicating our faith and making it effectual 
by acknowledging the good things Jesus establishes in us 
(Philemon 1:6). Christ living in us is the hope of glory. When 
we are in Him, we are made perfect in our spirits. In fact, 
Jesus made the one sacrifice that perfects us forever (Hebrews 
10:14). Our spirits are made ready for eternity with God 
the moment we receive Christ in our hearts. When we are 
crucified with Christ, our old self dies, and a new creature 
is born. Christ lives in us, and we live by the faith of Jesus 
(Galatians 2:20). His faith, not ours, is what brings us healing, 
deliverance, prosperity, and all of the gifts God has for us. 

When we really know our divine identity, miracles begin 
to happen. We then change our minds about who we are 
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and reject the world’s philosophies so that we are able to 
express the philosophy of grace freely. By beholding God’s 
glory through His Word, we are transformed into His image 
as the Holy Spirit Himself changes us (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
We are blessed and made prosperous when we stay away 
from the counsel of the ungodly and avoid their philosophy, 
meditating instead on the Scriptures. 

Jesus is the source of every good thing in us, and our 
faith is strengthened when we acknowledge this truth. We 
possess within our born-again spirits healing, prosperity, 
victory, abundance, joy, peace, and more. By faith we access 
all of these blessings that have already been secured by 
Jesus. When we acknowledge and give thanks for them, 
we bring them out of the unseen realm and into physical 
manifestation. Hold on to your confession of faith so that 
you can see the reality of what Jesus has done for show up 
you in your life!
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Lesson 2

Adjusting 
Your Filter

We have established that everybody has a philosophy, 
and a philosophy is simply the lens through which you view 
the world and make decisions. It is a set of beliefs, ideas, 
and values that one has or lives by. The question is, where 
did you get your values? A philosophy can also be viewed 
as the filter through which you process all the information 
you receive in life.   Because it is so critical to see the world 
through the right lens, your philosophy means everything. 

Have you ever been in conversation with someone and 
asked them a question to which he or she responded, “Well, 
it depends on how you look at it?” For Christians, how we 
look at things is based on God’s Word. Unbelievers will not 
see the Word of God as their final authority, which is not 
a surprise. But Christians should view everything through 
the lens of God’s Word and embrace a philosophy that’s 
modeled after Christ and the grace of God. As difficult as it 
may be for people to accept, any philosophy that is not based 
on God’s Word is a wrong philosophy. And any philosophy 
that does not derive its values, ideas, or beliefs from God’s 
Word is going to be a worldly philosophy.  



12

So, what’s the problem with having a worldly philosophy? 
If you have a worldly philosophy, then you’re going to have 
a wrong response to the circumstances that arise in your 
life.  You’re going to always have a wrong conclusion to the 
information and events that go on around you. Everybody 
has a philosophy. The question is whether your philosophy 
is right or wrong.

There are many who will say, “Well, what makes you 
think the philosophy of the Word is right?” Some people will 
even begin to debate their philosophy versus the Word of God.  
As Believers, we just have to take a stand for what we believe 
and not entertain the different philosophies that are constantly 
bombarding our minds. We believe God’s Word because, at 
the end of the day, He saved us, healed us, and delivered us. 
We have evidence in our lives to demonstrate the reason why 
God’s philosophy is the only one that makes sense. 

There is no doubt about it; the Word of God should be the 
foundation for our philosophy as Believers. We look through 
the lens of God’s Word and find out what it has to say about 
whatever is going on. This is how we are to live our lives, 
remembering that every philosophy will produce fruit—good 
or bad—that helps us to realize the importance of embracing 
the right lens. If you don’t like the fruit you’re bearing, it is 
time to re-examine the foundational philosophy by which 
you govern your life. Every idea and way of thinking is your 
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philosophy, and how you think determines your entire life. If 
you want to change the way you live, you’ve got to change 
the way you think, and get a new philosophy.

Colossians 2:8 says, “Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” 
The word beware comes from two Middle English words, be 
and war.  What it is essentially saying is “be at war,” or “be 
on guard.” Why is taking this stance so serious? What are we 
going to war for?  Paul says, “lest any man spoil you.” Now, 
that word spoil indicates being taken as a slave or being 
taken captive. It indicates robbery that has taken place, and 
literally, in context here, it is saying we are at war and we 
should be on guard so that the devil won’t from what God 
has already given us. And what is it that God has already 
given us?  Second Peter 1:3 lets us know: “According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue.” Ephesians 1:3 says, “Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.” And Christ in you is the hope of glory.  

As we look at these two scriptures, it becomes clear that 
we have everything we will ever need.  Healing, deliverance, 
and prosperity are part of the finished works of Jesus. By 
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maintaining the philosophy of the Word of God, we are able 
to hold on to what has been given to us in Christ. 

If your doctor were to diagnose you with cancer, your 
way of thinking should be filtered through the lens of God’s 
Word. Instead of receiving that report as true, a godly 
philosophy says, “By the stripes of Jesus, I was healed.” 
Don’t let Satan rob you of what Jesus has done for you by 
embracing a worldly philosophy. Stand on the Word long 
enough to see it come to pass in your life.  

The same is true for deliverance and prosperity. You 
have already been delivered, even in the midst of some type 
of bondage that is trying to steal your deliverance. You are 
already prosperous because God has already said that you’re 
prosperous.

Know the Word
So many Christians make commentary on the Bible 

without knowing what it really says.  We are often too busy 
accepting the traditions of Christianity and paying more 
attention to what other people have said about the Word 
instead of finding out what it says for ourselves. We cannot 
continue to depend on other people to give us information. 
We have to seek it out in our personal time.  If you don’t read 
the Bible for yourself and you receive revelation secondhand, 
you’ll end up buying into the wrong philosophy. You will 
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accept religious myths versus Christianity’s truths.   Things 
like “money is the root of all evil,” which is not what the Bible 
says, will be viewed as truth. To the contrary, the Bible says, 
“The love of money is the root of all evil.” Money is not evil, 
but a wrong relationship with money is. Don’t take the lens 
that the world and religion gives you and fail to receive the 
truth. There are many philosophies from the world that have 
brought confusion and problems to the body of Christ and have 
kept people from laying hold of what God has promised them 
in His Word. Examples include things such as, “speaking in 
tongues is of the devil,” “the rapture of the Church isn’t found 
in the Bible,” and “you have to work to become righteous.” 
We must be sure that we aren’t like Eve was in the Garden of 
Eden. We should not allow the serpent to indoctrinate us with 
ideas that did not come from God. Doubt, fear, unbelief, and 
misinterpretation of Scripture all result in ways of thinking 
that hinder God’s people from receiving from Him, ultimately 
leading to all kinds of philosophies that the enemy uses to keep 
people bound up in religion, tradition, and ungodly thinking. 

We can guard against being carried off by Satan as spoil 
to be devoured by keeping a tight rein on our minds and only 
allowing the Word of God to shape our thinking. Continual 
meditation and application of biblical principles and truths is 
the way to ensure that your heart and mind remain guarded 
from outside influences that are designed to steal what God 
has already given you.
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Lesson 3

Giving Your 
Mind to God

When we study the word philosophy and put it into a 
biblical context, remember that the ideas and values from 
the world, which are ruled by the devil, diametrically oppose 
God’s values. Because of this, we have to constantly guard 
against letting Satan rob us of what God has already given us. 
The mind is the battlefield where this fight takes place, and we 
can never lose sight of that. Every day we are being presented 
with conversations, words, ideas, and messages that seek to 
move us from our stance on God’s Word and our immersion in 
His philosophy. Satan uses the weapon of suggestion to infect 
our thoughts, causing us to change our minds about God’s 
Word. He tries to convince us to put worldly traditions over 
God’s truths, and he twists what the Scriptures actually say 
into a completely different message. He also tries to infect the 
entire concept of repentance. Giving our minds to God and 
experiencing a renewing of the mind through repentance is a 
key to guarding against wrong philosophies. 

The philosophy that we accept has everything to do with 
what enters our minds and hearts, and the gates to the heart are 
the eyes, the ears, and the mouth. What we look at, listen to, 
and talk about have the potential to establish or undermine the 
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philosophy of God’s Word in our lives. We have to constantly 
be aware of the influence of the world’s philosophy and the 
vain deceit that seeks to destroy our relationship with God. We 
must choose to seek Christ over everything. 

After John the Baptist was put in jail, Jesus preached the 
Word of God and warned people to repent and believe. This 
was the core message that John preached, and it was Jesus’ 
message as well. A lot of people really don’t understand what 
repentance truly is, and, as a result, they are not experiencing 
the life-changing results of it. 

Generally speaking, we have been taught that when we 
repent our behavior is transformed. Just think about your 
own life. When you sin and miss the mark, you may say, 
“I need to repent.” What are you talking about?  You are 
referring to transforming your behavior. But is this really 
what repentance is? 

The truth is that a change of behavior is not repentance 
but the fruit of repentance. It is something that takes place as 
a result of real repentance. But, for most people, especially 
most Christian people, repentance equals behavior 
modification. In looking at the truth about repentance, we 
will discover some life-changing things. 

So what is real repentance? That’s the question that needs 
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to be answered, because the level of God’s manifestations that 
we express and experience in this world is going to be really 
based on our understanding of what real repentance is. Mark 
1:14 says, “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, And 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel.”  Looking at this scripture, we 
see something significant. Repenting is connected to believing.  
And verse 15 says that the kingdom of God is at hand.

Now, we know that Jesus came preaching the grace of 
God and all the things that He was making available to the 
world through Him. He says the Kingdom of God is at hand: 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  So in order 
for us to lay hold of what is at hand, we must repent and 
believe. In order to receive healing, deliverance, prosperity, 
and all that is at hand, we must repent and believe.  

The Amplified version of verse 15 says, “And saying 
the appointed period of time is fulfilled (completed) and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent (have a change of mind) 
which issues in regret for past sins and in change of conduct 
for the better and believe (trust in, rely on, adhere to) the 
good news, the Gospel.”  Did you notice it says that when 
you change your mind your conduct will change?  Change 
your mind and your conduct will change. So, if you don’t 
change your mind, your conduct can’t change. 
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Romans 10:10 says, “For with the heart man believes 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” Man believes with the heart. You can say 
you agree with something with your mouth, but what is in 
your heart is what you really believe. And how you live gives 
evidence of what you really believe. 

Romans 2:4 says, 
“Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” 
And the Amplified Bible says, “Or do you so blind 
as to trifle with and to presume upon and despise 
and underestimate the wealth of His kindness and 
forbearance and longsuffering (patience)?  Are you 
unmindful or actually ignorant of the fact that God’s 
kindness is intended to lead you to repent?

Repentance means to have a change of heart, a change 
of mind, and a change of direction that takes your life on a 
different course. It is the result of making a decision to give 
your mind completely over to God.

People become born again, but they don’t change the 
way they think. As a result, their behavior does not change. 
They continue to sin and continue to be gripped by a behavior 
that doesn’t line up with God’s philosophy. The answer to a 
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change of thinking is found in Romans 12:1, which instructs 
us to renew our minds so that we are not conformed to 
this world’s way of thinking. Mind renewal keeps us from 
accepting worldly philosophies that pull us away from 
God’s Word, and it allows our lives to show evidence of our 
new way of thinking. You are not going to see the fruit of 
transformation without changing the root of your thinking. 
So, real repentance involves changing the philosophy of our 
minds to line up with the Word of God.  

Aligning our thinking with the Word is not optional; it is 
a quality decision that we do as an act of our will. The flesh 
fights against the philosophy of God, but we have to conquer 
our flesh and subject it to the Word on purpose. We can no 
longer skip the first base in our transformation, which is real 
repentance, or changing our minds to line up with the Word. 
Now that you’re saved, be transformed. Let the philosophy 
of the Word be your final authority in life. This is how you 
can begin to walk in the finished works of Jesus all the time 
and live a victorious Christian life. 

Real repentance involves a continual renewing of the 
mind; it is not a one-time thing. Every day you have to make 
a decision to give your mind over to the Word. It is a lifetime 
process that enables us to continue to prove what is the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
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The devil has blinded the minds of those who do not 
believe the Gospel so that they cannot be transformed 
or renewed the way the Scriptures instruct. To serve God 
and please Him, we must renew our minds so that we can 
partake of the inheritance He has laid out for us. Receiving 
the philosophy of grace and allowing it to affect the way we 
think is the open door to a life of glorious manifestations of 
God’s goodness in and through our lives. 
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Lesson 4

The Relevance 
of Grace

Have you ever pulled up to an ATM at your bank and tried 
to withdraw money without your bank card? No one tries to 
get money out of an ATM without a bank card because it is 
understood that the card is like the key that gives one access 
to the money in your account. In the same way, faith is the 
key that gives you access to all of the wonderful things that 
grace has made available to you. This grace is actually the 
power of God working in and through you, enabling you to 
live a victorious life. Through God’s grace, you are able to 
demonstrate His power and bear witness to the love of God. 

Many people think that God is only relevant when we 
die, or on Sunday mornings, but the truth is that God should 
be significant in all aspects of our lives. If we allow Him 
to have access to every area of our lives, He will manifest 
Himself to us in so many amazing ways. As our heavenly 
Father, He knows exactly what we are feeling and going 
through on a daily basis. He is not far away from us or out 
of touch with our problems, issues, and shortcomings. Jesus 
died on the cross so that those who would receive His free 
gift of salvation would be brought into right standing with 
God and be able to have unbroken fellowship with the Father. 
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Healing is a benefit of salvation and a finished work of 
grace that many Believers struggle to receive. However, 
Jesus felt that the gift of healing was important enough to 
offer to us, so we should assign enough importance to this 
gift to choose to receive it. Because of the finished works of 
Jesus, we have already been healed. 

The story of the Jesus healing the paralyzed man in Mark 
2:1-12 is a wonderful example of how the grace of God 
releases the forgiveness of sin and wholeness in a person’s 
physical body: 

And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And 
straightway many were gathered together, insomuch 
that there was no room to receive them, no, not so 
much as about the door: and he preached the word 
unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one 
sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when 
they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein 
the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, 
he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee. But there was certain of the scribes 
sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth 
this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive 
sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus 
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perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these 
things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to 
the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye 
may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up 
the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
We never saw it on this fashion.

There are some things in this account of Jesus healing 
this man that are important to take note of, in light of the 
multi-dimensional effect of God’s grace. First, Jesus forgave 
the man of his sins, indicating that God deals first with our 
spiritual condition. Jesus then told the man to get up from his 
bed and walk. The man was clearly releasing his faith in Jesus’ 
ability to heal him because he immediately got up and began to 
walk. After his spiritual condition was dealt with, his outward 
physical condition changed. It was because of his faith in the 
grace of God being released toward him that he was able to 
tap into the supernatural power of God. Jesus told him to get 
up and walk so that the crowd could see the grace of God in 
action with their own eyes. Many of the religious leaders of 
the day were questioning Jesus’ authority in their hearts, but 
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He healed the man physically in order to verify what He had 
done spiritually. The healing was the seal that gave witness to 
the spiritual change that had happened in the man’s life.

The same grace that was released toward this disabled 
man in the book of Mark is at our disposal right now! Grace 
makes healing available and makes it a reality to us, even 
when our bodies are telling us something different.  When 
Jesus died on the cross, He didn’t just take our sins away; 
He healed us. Everything was accomplished on that cross. 
Through Him we have perfect health and wholeness; we are 
restored. Again, the faith key is what gives us access. Grace 
also makes prosperity, deliverance, and peace available to us, 
even when our circumstances are painting a different picture. 

We Have the Power
Coming into a relationship with Jesus Christ is the most 

powerful decision you can make in life because it infuses 
you with the power of God. Once Jesus lives in your heart, 
you possess the same power and authority that He had when 
He walked the earth. The works that He did bore witness to 
the Father, and when you are a walking, talking example of 
God’s love and grace, you show the world who He really is. 
In order to get to this place, however, you must embrace the 
philosophy of God, which is unchanging and forever true. 
The Gospel is the Good News of God’s unmerited favor. We 
are prosperous, healed, saved, and delivered by grace. 
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God’s grace has been extended to us, but we must keep 
this in the forefront of our minds and remember that His gift 
was given to us because of Who He is, not because of anything 
we have done to deserve it. If something is received by grace, 
it is no longer of works. Conversely, whatever is gained or 
earned through works is not by grace. Grace operates under 
the concept of receiving something for nothing.

The Scriptures make it clear that physical signs will 
accompany the works that we will do as Believers. Mark 
16:17, 18 says, “These miraculous signs will accompany 
those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, 
and they will speak in new languages. They will be able 
to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything 
poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place 
their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” 

Grace moving in the lives of Believers will show the 
world just how relevant the power of God really is, as it 
manifests as speaking in tongues, casting out devils, healing 
the sick, handling serpents and other deadly things without 
being hurt by them, and being immune to poison. Clearly, 
the signs that come through grace that Jesus was talking 
about include all aspects of salvation (healing, wholeness, 
protection, prosperity, and deliverance from evil). By 
guarding against the philosophies of the world through 
meditating on the Word of God and His grace, your mind 



28

will be renewed to the power of God that resides in you, and 
you will be able to demonstrate it to all those you come in 
contact with.
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