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CHAPTER 1
Religion versus Relationship

“Religion” masquerades as godliness but has no power 
to back it up. It thrives on the concept of attaining right-
standing with God through works while downplaying 
Jesus and Who He is to us. Profound spiritual truths are 
turned into mere rituals when people are religious without 
a relationship with God. People return to bondage or a 
“type” of slavery to the Law when they are determined to 
choose religion over an authentic relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Many people have become slaves to spiritual 
actions that have no meaning to them whatsoever. They 
are in serious bondage. 

Unfortunately, religion and religious people have 
caused many to actually run away from Jesus and the 
promises contained in the Bible.  Jesus used every 
opportunity to blast the religious leaders of His day for 
carrying out vain traditions that meant nothing to them. 
Just read Matthew chapter 23, where Jesus rebuked the 
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Pharisees for saying one thing but doing another and for 
following blindly after rituals and Law-based traditions 
done only to make them look good. It’s a heart issue; 
selfishness and arrogance is at the root of it. Religion is 
made up of man’s ideas, interpretations, and prejudices. 
Religion is also rooted in self-righteousness that says 
“I am always right!” Where is God in that? Religion 
completely takes God out of the equation and replaces 
Him with the prideful god of “self.” 

On the other hand, true Christianity is not a religion; 
it is an authentic relationship with Christ. Within that 
relationship, we receive the love of Christ, and allow it to 
flow out of us, into the lives of others. We humble ourselves 
and receive His gifts, His Word, His promises, and His way 
of doing things. As a result, what people see when they 
experience us is not a pumped-up attitude of pride and 
religious tradition, but an attitude of compassion and grace.  

Now, more than ever before, people need to hear the 
true Gospel of Jesus Christ! It is a message of hope, not 
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condemnation; liberty, not religious bondage; and grace, 
not self-righteousness. Most of the things we have grown 
up hearing about God are completely incorrect! We must 
not trust more in ourselves than we do in Jesus. 

When I reflect on my life, my journey as a Christian, 
and my understanding of the Word of God, I thank 
God for continuing to give me revelation regarding His 
grace. There are religious ideas that I grew up with that 
I have found to be flat-out wrong! My hope is that we 
all carefully look at the religious misconceptions that 
we have heard and internalized, and replace them with a 
thorough understanding of God’s grace.

WORKS UNDER GRACE

As Christians, it should be refreshing to know that 
we are under a new covenant, which is a grace-based 
covenant through Jesus Christ. In other words, Jesus has 
done the work for us; we do not have to work for our 
salvation. Jesus has finished the work of salvation for 
us! We are saved and made right with God through our 
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belief in Him. As a result, we are adopted into a glorious, 
heavenly family! 

Unfortunately, there are Christians who have an 
“old covenant” mentality. They believe they have to do 
certain works or deeds to win God’s acceptance and love. 
They also believe that if they are “good” enough God 
will accept them. However, God doesn’t require us to be 
“good” through our own ability. If we could, we wouldn’t 
need Jesus.  Yes, we miss the mark at times, and during 
those times, it is easy to think that we are no longer right 
with God. That simply is not true. Don’t misunderstand 
me God does not want us to live a lascivious, sinful 
lifestyle. However, He does want us to know that when 
we miss the mark, it doesn’t mean that He will no longer 
accept us as His own. Our failures will not undo what 
Jesus has done! Hallelujah!   

We must understand the functionality of our own 
efforts or “works” now that we are under the new 
covenant of grace. Although the work has ultimately been 
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finished, there are spiritual activities that are born out of 
our faith and love for God. I am not saying that we simply 
sit back and do nothing in our Christian walk. No! Grace 
is not an excuse not to make an effort to develop and grow 
spiritually. 

We are the just, because of Jesus, and we live by faith 
(Romans 1:17).  However, our faith must be active. What 
is faith when it is inactive? The apostle James compares it 
to complacency as it concerns a brother or sister in need. 
He states:

What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say 
you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that 
kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or 
sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-
bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but 
then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. 
What good does that do? So you see, faith by itself isn’t 
enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 
useless” (James 2:14-17, NLT). 
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Our faith in our Lord and Savior produces good deeds! 

There are two types of works: works of the Law 
and works of faith. We must not get the two confused. 
The works of the Law are actions that are done to earn 
something from God. Works of faith are the result of our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. For example, focusing on 
what Jesus did for me, I believe that I am the righteousness 
of God therefore righteous works are born out of that 
belief. I believe that Jesus made me holy; therefore, holy 
actions are born out of that belief. Works of faith are the 
result of my changed heart. I have faith that my heart is 
changed, and therefore my actions reflect that faith. 

Abraham believed God, and God counted him 
righteous (Genesis 15:6; Genesis 22:10-13).  Abraham 
was about to sacrifice his own son because he so believed 
God. His actions were born out of his belief. 

People who depend on the Law to be justified have 
actually fallen from grace, and the saving grace of Jesus 
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Christ has no effect on them (Galatians 5:4). Why? 
Because they do not trust the finished works of Jesus 
Christ. Instead, they would rather trust in their own ability 
to earn salvation. However, we are only saved by grace 
through faith, not works (Ephesians 2:8; Hebrews 6:1; 
Hebrews 9:14). 
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CHAPTER 2
Avoiding the Extremes of 

Faith and Grace

The Bible says a false balance is an abomination to 
God (Proverbs 11:1). As Believers, we must have a proper 
balance when reading the Scriptures to avoid “extremes” 
in our Christian walk. Grace and faith are closely linked; 
and both can be taken to the extreme. For example, we 
should not use grace as an excuse to do nothing, and we 
should not use faith as an excuse to rely on ourselves to 
make things happen. If we take grace to the extreme, we 
can find ourselves in lasciviousness, which means having 
no restraint. And if we take faith to the extreme, we can 
get caught up in legalism. And legalism leads to a phony, 
powerless Christian journey. We cannot simply take one 
truth and focus entirely on it, and ignore all other truths.

Any time we take things to the extreme, we are going 
to find ourselves in error. For example, a person may 
say, “I’m under the grace of God and everything has 
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been provided for me. Therefore, whatever will be will 
be because I’m under grace. Whatever God wants me to 
have is just going to happen.” The problem with that is 
this person is choosing to be passive. He is telling himself 
he doesn’t have to make any effort in his Christian walk 
because of God’s grace. 

Eventually, he will take his idea to the extreme, 
saying, “I don’t have to go to church because I’m under 
grace. I don’t have to read the Bible anymore because I’m 
under grace. I don’t need to pray anymore because I’m 
under grace!” This is definitely erroneous and extreme 
because faith is the avenue by which we obtain grace! 
Then this person will wind up in a lasciviousness lifestyle 
because he will allow anything into his life without any 
restraint or self-control. 

Again, if grace can be taken to the extreme, faith can 
be taken to the extreme as well. For example, a person 
may say, “Yes, I read my Bible. I attend church. I pray. 
I fast. I meditate in the Word. Therefore, God owes me 
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something because I do these things all the time!” Now 
as I stated earlier, this person is getting into a religious 
mindset. He believes he is forcing God to do things! He 
is not having an authentic relationship with the Lord. 
Instead, he relates to God in a “legalistic” nature. 

Another extreme with faith is when people have no 
faith at all, but try to act on the faith someone else has. 
Some people have no faith for something, yet they will 
hear a testimony and try to copy someone’s actions. The 
only problem is those actions are done only by copying 
and not by developing one’s own faith for a certain thing. 
This practice can be deadly!

Faith actions without any faith can get a person into 
real trouble and danger! Acting without faith is powerless. 
For instance, suppose you hear a good testimony about 
someone whose vision was healed and she no longer has 
to wear glasses. So you decide to copy her action Then, 
while driving, you take your glasses off and have a wreck! 
We must be careful not to simply copy someone’s actions 
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and call it faith. That person who gave her testimony 
obviously acted out of the faith she had. She was believing 
God, heard a Word from Him, and proceeded with it. It 
came out of her personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Ultimately, she received the revelation, and acted on it 
based on what she heard from God. 

Having faith in God is synonymous with trusting Him. 
We cannot have an authentic relationship with anyone 
without trust! Although we may not see the physical 
evidence of God’s promises, we trust that His promises are 
true and working on our behalf in the spiritual realm. Our 
faith is the bridge that connects the spiritual to the physical. 
And our faith brings God’s grace into reality on earth. 

As Believers, we fight daily to maintain our stance 
on what we believe is true according to God’s Word. The 
enemy is our adversary in this fight, and we cannot allow 
him to knock us off our faith. Faith is our evidence of 
unseen spiritual realities. It is the assurance and the title 
deed of what we hope for, the proof of what we do not see, 
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and the conviction of its reality (Hebrews 11:1, 2, AMP). 
Faith comes to us when we hear, comprehend, and accept 
the Word of God (Romans 10:14-17). The Word is what 
strengthens our faith. And without faith, we cannot take 
possession of what God’s grace has made available to us.  

For example, the prodigal son was justified by the 
father because he repented and relied on his father’s 
grace (Luke 15:11-32). That was all about relationship. 
The same is true for us when we rely on our heavenly 
Father’s grace and mercy when we miss the mark. This 
does not give us a license to take advantage of Him. No! 
We shouldn’t want to return to that dark place in our 
life! We shouldn’t want to go back to being a slave to 
lasciviousness. However, the good news is when we fall, 
God is there to help us get back up. 

We can, and should be confident in God’s grace! 
God’s grace is awesome; He causes His sun to shine on 
those who are saved and those who are not. He allows His 
mercy to be extended to people, even in their most sinful 
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state. In addition, God’s grace gives us the ability to do 
things, to fulfill a call He has on our lives. His grace lifts us 
up, and gives us a supernatural boost when we are weak. 
By God’s amazing grace, we are born again, delivered, 
and made partakers of Christ’s ultimate victory! This is all 
by grace, but it is all brought into physical manifestation 
through our faith. 
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CHAPTER 3
Tapping into the Grace 

of God by Faith

When we hear phrases such as “It is already done!” 
“God has completed everything we will ever need for this 
life.” “The grace of God has made everything available 
to live this life.” What do these phrases mean to you? 
They should mean that God by His grace has ultimately 
provided everything we will ever need as human beings! 
And according to Ephesians 1:3, we have spiritual 
blessings in the supernatural realm. You may be thinking, 
“It’s great to hear that I have blessings in the supernatural 
realm? But how does it affect me, here on earth?” That’s 
a good question.

Let’s look at the definition of faith for clarity. The 
Bible defines faith in Hebrews 11:1, AMP, it states: “Now 
faith is the assurance (the confirmation the title deed) of 
the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do 
not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving 



20

as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].” When you 
have faith, you unleash those supernatural blessings into 
the physical realm. Will it happen overnight? Sometimes 
it will, sometimes it won’t. At times, having faith becomes 
a fight within itself.  That’s why you must fight the good 
fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12).  What’s a good fight? 
Obviously, a good fight is a fight that you win! 

For example, when I was diagnosed with prostate cancer 
a few years ago, I knew I had to fight a good fight of faith! 
But first, I knew I could not go into a fight without weapons 
and ammunition. In other words, I couldn’t go into a fight 
without anything to fight with. What did I need to get a hold 
of? I needed the Word of God! I had to get a scripture that 
dealt specifically with my need! I needed to take the physical 
manifestation of my healing! Therefore, by faith, I grabbed 
a hold of Isaiah 53:5 and decided to not let go of it! I had 
to endure, even though my physical senses were telling me 
that I was going to die! And the devil jumped on board, 
and started trying to torment me with fear.  I would have 
visions of a man lying in a casket, and people coming from 
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all around the world to view the body! That was it! So, I told 
the devil, “Hey, if we are going to fight. It’s going to be a 
good fight because I’m going to win! Every time you taunt 
me with fear-based thoughts, I’m going to start a revival on 
you! It doesn’t matter what time it is—2 a.m., 3 a.m., 4 a.m.” 

I started listening to healing tapes to receive the Word 
on healing. I started taking communion to remind myself 
that I was healed over two thousand years ago because of 
the blood of Jesus! I knew I had a blood bought right to 
walk in the manifestation of my healing! I said to myself, 
“I’m going to thank God that I am healed according to His 
Word.” I was going to use everything I knew to do to stay in 
the fight of faith. I declared, “By Jesus’ stripes I’m healed!” 
I kept saying and meditating on that! I thanked and praised 
God for my healing constantly! And you know what? The 
Holy Spirit started giving me specific instructions, which 
included undergoing certain procedures. 

During one of my procedures, I remember the doctor 
looking at a screen that displayed something inside my 
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body. While we were all watching, a bearded man showed 
up on the screen! My son Jeremy was in the room with 
me, and not only did I see the bearded man but Jeremy 
and the doctor saw him too! We were shocked by the 
image of the man! And I heard in my spirit Jesus saying, 
“I told you there was a man living on the inside of you!” 
I knew all I had to do was take my healing by faith. It was 
already done, but I had to take it! So, I held onto the Word 
of God like a bulldog! 

By following the instructions of the Holy Spirit, I was 
put on a path to not only my healing, but I was in better 
health after going through that experience. This was the 
second time I had gone through a battle with prostate 
cancer, and the Word worked again!

I learned from that experience that we cannot be 
spiritual punks! We have to let the devil know that we are 
not going to back down off of God’s Word! We have to 
allow patience to have her perfect work, which only means 
that we have to be singled-minded about what we are 
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standing for.  We have to be steadfast and single-minded 
when it comes to the Word of God because wavering and 
being double-minded will get us nowhere in the kingdom 
of God! (James 1:6). However, let me say this, because 
I don’t want anyone to feel condemned. When we fight 
the good fight of faith, there will be times when we will 
doubt or feel like we don’t have it. That is when we have 
to ask the Holy Spirit to help us, and focus again on the 
Word we are standing on all the more. I didn’t say we 
have to be perfect, and have perfect faith all the time! I’m 
saying we just need to be single-minded, and keep our 
focus on the One Who truly helps us! He is the One Who 
showed Himself as my Lord and Savior, on a screen in the 
doctor’s office to remind me that He is Lord of my life. 
Not the diagnosis.
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CHAPTER 4
Jesus Is Enough!

At the end of the day, it all boils down to this; I want to 
know Jesus when I see Him. I want to know I have a loving 
God Who forgives me and doesn’t condemn me or beat me 
up! Instead, He will tell me that He has ultimately done 
the work for me. He has laid that spiritual foundation on 
which I can have a relationship with Him. He has stored up 
spiritual blessings for me! He has accepted me and allowed 
me to experience His grace, and His grace is sufficient! 

Many times people depend on their works because 
they do not depend on Jesus. Period. Paul said in 2 
Corinthians 12:9, “And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Yes, Jesus is enough. His grace is sufficient for us. 
As a matter of fact, His grace has always proven to be 
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sufficient. All during Jesus’ earthly ministry He healed 
people who were not born-again Christians. For instance, 
when the woman who had suffered with the issue of 
bleeding for twelve years touched Jesus, she was healed 
instantly. She was labeled a sinner indeed, but her faith 
in His grace made her whole. Jesus also showed grace to 
a woman caught in adultery! He was the only One Who 
could have stoned her, but He didn’t. He didn’t condemn 
her either. He told her to go and sin no more. 

We must not use grace as an excuse for inactivity. 
Again, our works of faith should be born out of a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. We believe Him; therefore 
we fast so that He can help us get our thinking right. We 
pray because we have a relationship with Him. We come 
to church because we believe in the corporate anointing of 
the Body of Christ. We read our Bible because we want to 
know what He has promised us in His Word. Again, we do 
what we do because of our relationship with Jesus Christ! 
When Jesus is part of the equation, we are able to properly 
balance grace and faith!
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TRUSTING HIM IN PRACTICAL WAYS 

FOR EVERYDAY LIFE

One day as I was getting ready to teach on trusting 
God, I began to ask Him for wisdom and for His definition 
of trust.  He explained to me that trusting Him is similar 
to following directions in order to reach a certain 
destination.  For example, suppose you receive directions 
from someone who already knows the way. You simply 
follow the directions, trusting the person who gave them 
to you. If you were to get lost because you misunderstood 
the directions, you would call that person and ask him or 
her to clear up any confusion so that you could get back 
on track. Similarly, when you get lost in life, you must 
know who to call for directions.

Proverbs 3:5-7, AMP says: 
“Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all 

your heart and mind and do not rely on your own insight 
or understanding. In all your ways know, recognize, and 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct and make straight 
and plain your paths.  Be not wise in your own eyes; 
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reverently fear and worship the Lord and turn [entirely] 
away from evil,” (Amplified Bible).

God has given us directions to the destination He 
has chosen for our lives. While meditating on His Word, 
we can receive specific instructions directly from Him. 
However, in order to receive anything from Him, we 
must first trust in Him and His ways. We develop trust by 
spending an adequate amount of time with Him in prayer 
and reading the Word daily. As we do the things we know 
to do, God will impart wisdom and direction.  

Seeking Him and His ways before we seek anything 
else is a way in which we honor God. We search His Word 
for answers to our dilemmas and receive peace of mind. 
While honoring God by seeking Him first, we grow in our 
relationship with Him, and He begins to share His secrets 
with us.  

However, when we turn away from God and His way 
of doing things, opting to trust our feelings, education, 



29

and perceptions instead, we basically say to God, “I don’t 
trust You.” This is pride, which always leads to frustration 
and chaos. Sometimes, without even realizing it, we begin 
making decisions, based completely on our own insight or 
the insight of others. However, when things go wrong, we 
question God. 

Jeremiah 17:5, AMP says: “Thus says the Lord: 
Cursed [with great evil] is the strong man who trusts and 
relies on frail man, making weak [human] flesh his arm, 
and whose mind and heart turn aside from the Lord.” To 
be cursed is to be empowered to fail, and to be blessed 
is to be empowered to succeed. Verse 7 says, “[Most] 
blessed is the man who believes in, trusts in, and relies 
on the Lord, and whose hope and confidence the Lord is.”

When we choose to trust God, no matter what things 
may look like in the natural, we demonstrate humility. 
We make a quality decision to commit to Him, with our 
hearts fixed, trusting that He will work it out. Ultimately, 
our actions will demonstrate that trust. As a result, we 
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will experience the peace that passes all understanding, 
regardless of the situation.  

God is for you and not against you. Therefore, I urge 
you to place your confidence and trust in Him alone. He 
loves you, and He will never fail you. 
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