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L E S S O N  1
Spiritual Authority 

Over Satan’s Influence

How likely would you be to go along with someone’s bad 
intentions toward you if they came out and let you know exactly 
what those intentions were? The answer is obviously that it would 
be highly unlikely. When it comes to dealing with Satan, you 
have to be aware of two things: first, his intentions toward you 
are always bad, and second, he is never going to openly display 
those intentions to you. No, he works in very subtle and crafty 
ways to trap you so that by the time you figure out what is going 
on you are in over your head. This is his method of operation 
every time so as Believers we must be aware of his schemes and 
know how to effectively deal with him. The good news is that 
God is always with us and is always giving us insight so that we 
can remain protected from the plots of the enemy. Even when we 
find ourselves in the midst of a satanic attack against our lives, the 
Holy Spirit is standing by with the answers we need on how to 
overcome. Victory belongs to us but it is a matter of knowing and 
understanding how to enforce that victory.

So many Believers are not walking in the triumph that Jesus 
has secured for them because they are ignorant of His finished 
works or fail to use their authority to effectively keep Satan under 
their feet. As a result, he is able to wreak havoc in people’s lives, 
capitalizing on their ignorance and laziness. A man or woman 
who is not proactive in appropriating the finished works of Christ, 
which includes walking in their authority is not going to be 
successful against the devil’s attacks. 
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The first thing to know about the adversary is that his influence 
is very subtle. He never comes right out and shows his face. His 
strategy is sneaky and dangerous because it catches his victims 
off guard. However, for Believers operating under the covenant of 
grace, we have the power to take authority over that influence. This 
power is not from our own ability, but it is a gift from God. Jesus 
gave His disciples the authority to completely defeat and tread on 
the enemy, and that same authority is available to us as well. 

One huge mistake that Christians make when the devil comes 
against them is to respond by lashing back out at people, rather 
than understanding that the battle we face is not against people, 
but against wicked spirits in the spiritual realm. Principalities 
operate through personalities but it is never the person who is 
really the problem. 

When an individual is not submitted to the lordship of Jesus 
Christ they can easily be used by the devil to carry out his plans 
against you. Strife is one of the main ways that he does this. 
Satan knows that if he can get you in strife with someone, you are 
virtually powerless against him. So he uses others to push your 
buttons and get you to respond in the flesh rather than in your 
authority. This sets in motion a chain of events that does more 
damage than good. The enemy is always looking to influence the 
hearts and minds of God’s people for evil intent. Knowing this is 
half the battle because you can become aware of the times when 
he is trying to pull you down to his level.

Walking in Your Authority
The authority that we possess comes directly from Jesus, 
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Who received it directly from God. In Luke 10:19 we see Jesus 
bestowing His power on the disciples, “Behold, I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” What 
an amazing promise! Knowing that nothing can hurt us when we 
walk in our authority is empowering.

In this scripture, the term “tread” means to have absolute 
mastery over something. The serpents and scorpions He is talking 
about are demonic forces that are sent to destroy us and trip us up. 
This authority enables us to walk on all manner of demons and 
keep them in a submissive position under us. This is what Jesus 
did during His earthly ministry and He has transferred this same 
power to every Believer.

God has also given us a powerful protective armor that enables 
us to move through life with a spiritual covering that prevents us 
from being stopped by Satan. The key is to actually put this armor 
on every day. Ephesians 6:10-12 instructs us to be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might. We are taught to put on the 
armor of God and fight the devil. Again, this is a spiritual fight, 
not a natural one. 

When we realize that we are fighting demons in the spiritual 
realm and not people in the physical realm, we will respond to the 
situation accordingly. The devil’s plan is to steal the Word of God 
from our hearts and minds, and negate the power of the finished 
works of Jesus in our lives. He knows that everything God is going to 
do has been done, but he is counting on us not knowing this critical 
truth. If he can get us to neglect our power position in Christ, he wins. 
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Satan also counts on us not allowing the Word of God to take 
root in our hearts. The parable of the sower describes the different 
types of “soil” that comprises a person’s heart, or spirit. Mark 
4:14-20 says:

“The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the 
way side, where the word is sown; but when they have 
heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the 
word that was sown in their hearts. And these are they 
likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they 
have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 
And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a 
time: afterward, wen affliction or persecution ariseth for 
the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. And these 
are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the 
word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke 
the word, and it becometh unfruitful. And these are they 
which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, 
and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixty, and some an hundred.” 

When the sower sows the Word like seeds, it falls on different 
types of “ground” which is symbolic for the type of heart in 
which it is received. These different types of ground are going 
to determine whether that Word actually produces demon-busting 
results in a person’s life. Stony ground, for example, is a heart 
that receives the Word with gladness, but once persecution comes 
against the person, they fall away from the truth that they initially 
received. Persecution is simply an attack of the enemy against 
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your faith. This type of person will never be able to walk in their 
authority because their heart will not retain the Word of God. We 
have to always be mindful of what we are allowing in our hearts 
that can cancel out the faith that we need to win our battles.

God’s Word is clear on how we are to respond to Satan’s 
attacks. We see a number of examples in the Old and New 
Testaments. Simon Peter, one of the most familiar personalities 
among Jesus’ disciples, was one who responded correctly to Jesus 
when He allowed the Holy Spirit to speak through him. But on 
another occasion, he responded according to his flesh, and Jesus 
had to rebuke the devil that was operating through him (Matthew 
16:16-23). Jesus had to deal strongly with Peter and speak to Him 
with a strong rebuke because what Peter was saying to Him did 
not line up with the Word of God or the plan of God for Jesus’ life. 
Jesus had to fulfill the redemptive work of sacrificing Himself on 
a cross so that salvation could be made available to all. In Peter’s 
rebuke, he was actually speaking against the very assignment of 
Jesus! Peter was in his flesh and allowed the devil to use him, but 
Jesus on the Word of God and maintained His authority.

The devil’s job is to steal, kill, and destroy every area of our 
lives, but when he shows up to do his dirty work we must speak 
the Word over the situation and maintain our authority just like 
Jesus did. Our words are the vehicles through which our authority 
is released. This is why we must know the Word of God for 
ourselves so that when demonic thoughts and words are released 
against us through people, or even through the devil speaking 
directly to our minds, we are able to respond properly.
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Becoming proficient in spiritual authority is going to be the 
difference between a Christian dominating in the earth or living 
beneath the privileges and rights that belong to them through 
Jesus’ finished works. Know your enemy and use your armor and 
the sword of God’s Word coming out of your mouth to push him 
out of your life. Cast down wicked imaginations that try to exalt 
themselves in your mind and silence the devil by declaring the 
Word of God every single day. Don’t even give him an inch to 
maneuver in your mind and in your life. Your victory has been 
secured so enforce it! 



11

L E S S O N  2
The Power Belongs to God

The definition of inroad is “progress, an advance; a hostile 
attack; a raid.” This is an accurate definition of how Satan attempts 
to infiltrate our lives. He never lets up, and he never gives in. As 
Believers, we should be just as aggressive as Satan is, when defending 
our lives against his insidious attacks. Satan uses any possible inroad 
that he can to gain access to our lives, hearts, families, and destinies. 
He will stop at nothing to absolutely take a Believer down because 
he hates those who are made in the image and likeness of God. The 
good news is that, in the spiritual battle against him, we have the 
authority. Any person who is submitted to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and has made Him their Savior is in a powerful position both 
offensively and defensively against the devil. There is no reason to 
fear him. Instead, stay rooted in faith, which brings to pass the good 
things God has planned for us. Faith apprehends the finished works 
of Jesus Christ, but we are the establishing witnesses. We choose 
what will be manifested in our lives. 

The power that belongs to God belongs to us. This is an 
absolutely critical piece to understand in the spiritual warfare 
battle. We should not be waiting for God to do something that 
He has already done, nor should we be waiting for Him to get 
the devil off our backs, when we have been endowed with His 
authority. Tapping into God’s strength and peace gives us access 
to His power, and this is the way we defeat the enemy.

The armor of God is a grace gift that we should not neglect 
to put on every day. It is comprised of several components that 
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ensure our protection against evil: 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate 
of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints” (Ephesians 6:10-18).

What a powerful line up of spiritual weaponry that God has 
entrusted to us! Truth around your spiritual “loins” is the truth of 
God’s Word, which carries you through your journey in life. The 
breastplate of righteousness protects your spirit from the enemy’s 
attacks against your identity in Christ. The gospel prepares you 
to walk in the grace of God, which brings wholeness (or peace), 
and the shield of faith puts out the fiery darts of the enemy that fly 
against you on a daily basis. Then there is the helmet of salvation, 
which protects your mind from the enemy’s suggestions, and the 
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sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Praying in the Spirit 
is another weapon of war that ensures your victory every time. 

God giving us the armor of God is evidence that we cannot 
trust in our own strength. The power belongs to God, and we are 
to make use of it. “Flipping the switch,” so to speak, is turning 
that power on. This is what it means to use our spiritual authority. 

So, how do we put on the armor of God? Well, spending 
time in the Word of God is one way we don our spiritual armor. 
Another way we do it is by verbally declaring the Word of God 
over our lives. In this way, we cover ourselves from head to toe 
with spiritual defenses that keep us hidden in God’s hand. When 
the devil looks at a Believer who is covered with the armor of 
God, all he sees is Jesus. 

Remember that God’s plans for us are for peace and goodness, 
not evil. Everything bad that happens in our lives is a result of 
a spiritual influence. For this reason, we must be all the more 
vigilant against the unseen spiritual forces that come against us 
and threaten to steal from us. God wants to give us peace (Romans 
15:33), and we maintain this peace by trusting that, through His 
authority, the devil is under our feet. Jesus promises that His grace 
will invade our lives and keep us in the midst of battle. His will is 
for us to be at peace at all times.

The Fruit of the Spirit vs. the Works of the Flesh
Maintaining our position of authority as Believers is also going 

to require that we walk in the Spirit and abstain from following 
our flesh, which only produces destruction in our lives. Galatians 
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5:22 says that the fruit of the Spirit includes love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-
control. On the other hand, the works of the flesh include adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, inconsistency, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, and 
heresies (Galatians 5:19, 20). We have to be so diligent to not 
allow the enemy to rob us of the fruit of the Spirit by replacing the 
good fruit with the works of the flesh. We must make sure that we 
are not giving our flesh any room to operate because it is an open 
door to the enemy and will hinder you from being able to enforce 
your victory over him.  

Strife, for example, is a work of the flesh that is extremely 
dangerous in the life of a Believer. Strife and envy usher in 
confusion and every evil work (James 3:16). Knowing this gives 
insight into why the devil tries so hard to get people in strife. It 
will shut down the power of God and stop you in your tracks. You 
are absolutely powerless against the enemy when you are in strife. 
As Believers, we are people of peace, we and have dominion 
over strife. Don’t tolerate it in any form. If you find yourself in 
relationships or situations where strife is rising up, take authority 
and get insight from the Holy Spirit on how to remove yourself 
from the situation. We should also be sure that we are not doing 
anything from a motive of strife because it will not produce 
favorable results. 

Spiritual warfare requires that we keep our minds and hearts 
free from the clutter that clogs our ability to hear and focus on 
God’s instructions to us. What we contemplate and meditate on will 
eventually be confessed—good or bad. Guarding the gates to your 
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heart will ensure that you are not distracted by words that are contrary 
to the Word of God. Becoming a custodian over your thought life is a 
priority for the Believer who wants to dominate the devil.

Psalm 101:3 instructs us to set nothing wicked before our 
eyes and despise the work of those who turn aside from the Word. 
Setting wicked things before our eyes can include meditating 
on evil things and speaking evil to others. Remember that you 
cannot be tempted by anything that you don’t think about. What 
we consider and ponder the most is where our attention and focus 
will be directed, and it is where the enemy can entice us the most. 
Staying focused on Jesus and His promises to us will help us keep 
our thought-lives pure, and a mind that is undistracted can avoid 
many spiritual attacks. 

The Bible encourages us not to give in to the devil. Again, the 
responsibility is on us to be proactive in avoiding his suggestions. 
This is something that God isn’t going to do for us but something 
that we have to do on our own. Resisting Satan’s words, though 
injections and images of defeat, is an active part of spiritual 
warfare. Ephesians 4:27 says, “Neither give place to the devil.” 
Whenever we give in to negative emotions, we give in to him, but 
it starts with our thoughts. Don’t embrace anxious thoughts. When 
they come, don’t “sign for the package” by speaking them. Your 
words and thoughts form the foundation of what comes to pass in 
your life, and if you agree with what the devil is speaking to you 
by reiterating it out loud you are setting yourself up for defeat. He 
relies on your words to bring his will into existence in your life and 
to throw you off course. A spiritually alert soldier in the army of the 
Lord recognizes the words that are coming from the devil and does 
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everything necessary to reject them. Your tongue has the power to 
enforce life or death, so be sure you are only speaking life.

The unseen war that is taking place in the spiritual realm 
every moment of the day is unavoidable, but God has given every 
Believer the tools and weapons he or she needs to overcome. The 
Word of God, the armor of God, the creative power of words, and 
the authority of God have all been made available to each and every 
Christian. We cannot blame God when the devil gets a foothold in 
our lives and circumstances. It is our responsibility to recognize his 
movements and cast him out. Successful spiritual warfare depends 
on the Believer’s knowledge and understanding of what rightfully 
belongs to them through the finished works of Jesus. Walk in the 
power that is yours and let the devil know he is a defeated foe!
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L E S S O N  3
The Authority of the Believer

Did you know that every single day that you wake up there 
is a spiritual war going on in the unseen realm? Believers must 
constantly remember this and never lose sight of the truth about 
what they are up against on a daily basis. The good news is that 
God has given us the authority we need to keep the devil in a 
submissive position under us in the midst of this spiritual battle. 
However, if we don’t realize that we are at war, we will mistakenly 
see negative circumstances and situations in life as simply normal, 
natural occurrences. We must remember that when bad things 
happen, there is a spiritual influence behind them. God’s plan is 
to bless us, but Satan wants to steal, kill, and destroy. Failure to 
realize this only limits the victory we can experience in our lives.

Every Christian is a soldier in the army of the Lord, and if 
we weren’t in a war there would be no need to view ourselves as 
soldiers! The truth is that we face unseen spiritual forces of evil 
every day, and those forces are constantly plotting against us. Being 
naive about the reality of spiritual warfare puts you at a disadvantage 
and opens you up to the attacks of the enemy. We should not be 
ignorant of Satan’s devices; rather, we should be on the defensive 
(and the offensive) when it comes to dealing with him. 

The first step to defeating the attacks of the enemy is to stand 
firm on the Word of God. The Word is the final authority in the 
Believer’s life, and it is the only thing that Satan will submit to. 
There is no other way to get him off your back except through 
proper application, declaration, and submission to the Scriptures. 
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The Word also provides us with the armor we need to protect 
ourselves from our unseen enemy. Ephesians 6:10-19 says that we 
must be strong in God and put on the armor that He has provided 
for us in order to fight off the devil. Putting on the armor means 
putting on truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the 
Spirit of God. 

So, what does putting on the armor daily look like on a practical 
level? First, it means starting your day with prayer, praise, and 
worship. Before you even step foot outside your house, you need 
to have spent time with the Lord in prayer. Praise is also a weapon 
of warfare against Satan; he can’t stay in the presence of a Believer 
who praises God every chance he or she gets. Prayer is your 
time of communication with God, and it enables you to get your 
“marching orders” for the day and to hear His instruction, insight, 
and revelation, which prepares you to take on the challenges you 
will face. Praise and worship ushers in the tangible presence of 
God and strengthens you spiritually as well. 

Prayer, praise, and worship wouldn’t be complete without time 
spent in the Word of God. This is the most important aspect of your 
day. Just like your body needs physical food for nourishment and 
sustenance, your spirit needs the Word of God on a daily basis in 
order to be sustained. You wouldn’t go for hours and days without 
eating, and neither should you go hours and days without reading or 
listening to the Word of God. You see, the Word is the fuel you need 
to keep going in this spiritual battle that you face. It is the Word that 
provides you with actual power to enforce your victory. A Christian 
who does not spend time in the Word of God is essentially no threat 
to the devil. If you don’t spend time in the Word, you won’t know 
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it, and that puts you at a disadvantage when you’re dealing with an 
enemy who does know the Word. 

Another practical way to put on the armor is to declare the 
Scriptures out loud. Not only does giving voice to the Word of 
God activate your angels to do battle on your behalf, but it also 
strengthens your spirit and puts you in remembrance of God’s 
promises. Words are powerful, and as we speak the Word it is like 
a two-edged sword coming out of your mouth. Satan can’t even 
withstand that type of spiritual attack on his kingdom. The Word 
will cut the devil into pieces and send his demons packing. 

Recognizing Your Enemy
Knowing how to recognize the enemy is an important part of your 

victory. So many times Believers are deceived because they don’t 
know or discern the different forms the enemy takes. Remember that 
your battle is against unseen spiritual forces, but he uses people who 
are open to his influence to attack you. Knowing that your battle is 
against Satan and not the individuals themselves is critical. 

One way to discern the crafty ways the devil operates through 
a person is by paying close attention to what is coming out of 
his or her mouth. Is what the person saying lining up with the 
Word of God, and is it reflective of the character of God? Anyone 
who is trying to counteract or contradict the Word of God is being 
demonically influenced. 

A great example of this is when Jesus was telling the disciples 
what was going to happen to Him and how He would have to 
endure death. He was revealing the Father’s will, but Peter 
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responded to him from a place of demonic influence: “From that 
time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the 
third day. Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, 
and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence 
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men” (Matthew 16:21-23).

Now, Peter was being led by his emotions in attempting to 
rebuke Jesus, but he was still under the influence of the devil when 
he said what he said. His words were in direct opposition to the 
words of Jesus and to the will of God! Usually, when people are 
being emotionally-led they are open targets to the devil, who can 
use them. So pay attention to those who allow their emotions to 
dictate how they respond and live their lives. A person who is not 
submitted to the Word of God can be used at any time by the enemy. 
In that moment, Peter had abandoned his submission to Jesus and, 
thereby, opened himself up for the enemy to speak through him. 

Jesus’ response to Peter gives us another key to spiritual 
warfare. He rebuked him! Jesus was actually rebuking the demonic 
force that was speaking through Peter and enforcing the will of 
God. We must do the same when we are attacked by the devil. We 
must not waste time playing patty cake with the devil when he 
blatantly comes against us. In actuality he is coming against the 
God in us because he hates God and hates us for being created in 
God’s image. So we must follow in Jesus’ footsteps by rebuking 
him and defending our territory. 
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Remember that anyone who has made a decision to live for 
Jesus and live a godly life is going to suffer persecution (2 Timothy 
3:12). The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but Jesus came to 
give us abundant life (John 10:10). Don’t be surprised when you 
are attacked. It is part of being a Believer! But don’t be discouraged 
either. Jesus has given you His authority, and you have the tools you 
need to defeat every attempt of the enemy to derail you. 

Believers must also be sure that they do not allow themselves to 
be used by the devil, because we are not immune. If there are areas 
of your life that you have not submitted to the Word, or you are 
walking according to the flesh, Satan can use you. This is another 
type of attack. Every action has a spiritual consequence, whether 
for good or evil, and what we do can either empower Jesus to give 
us life or empower the enemy to destroy us. Whomever we yield 
ourselves to becomes our master, and we become a servant of that 
master. This is true whether it is to sin unto death, or to obedience 
unto righteousness. We must always be sure that we are staying in 
the light of God’s Word and rejecting the suggestions of the enemy.

God’s Good Plans for Us
God’s thoughts and plans for us are for happiness, goodness, and 

peace, not evil (Jeremiah 29:11). His intentions are for us to experience 
abundance, but we are free, moral agents. We have the power and 
authority to control our own lives and our outcomes. Amazingly, God 
loves us so much that He has equipped us with everything we need 
to claim the life that He wants us to have. His will is that none should 
perish, but that all should be saved (2 Peter 3:9). 

God gives us the power to choose. We can choose life or 
death, blessings or curses. He wants us to choose life, and part of 
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choosing life means walking in our spiritual authority. First Peter 
5:8 says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 
Part of being effective in spiritual warfare means being vigilant 
and watchful. Satan is constantly prowling, waiting to pounce and 
devour us every chance he gets. However, we have the authority 
to command, and this authority is directly from God. Isaiah 45:11 
says, “Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, 
Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me.” God is waiting for us to 
execute commands that enforce the blessing and victory that Jesus 
has secured for us. 

Jesus became poor so that we could be rich through Him—
rich in every area that reflects His glory. The authority He has 
given us to dominate the spiritual realm is one of those blessings. 
The devil has been defeated and cut down to the lowest possible 
level. He has no authority of his own. When we finally see him for 
who he is, we will be amazed that we feared him at all! Become 
proactive in exercising authority over him daily so that you can 
take ground for the kingdom of God and let the world know who 
Jesus truly is!
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L E S S O N  4
Your Spiritual Authority 

and Spiritual Law: 
Where Did Satan Come From?

Religion is dangerous because it creates doctrines and belief 
systems that are not actually supported by the Word of God. 
One area in which there has been much confusion and just plain 
wrong teaching is concerning the origin of Satan. Christians 
must be well-versed in the Scriptures and know the truth about 
spiritual realities and spiritual beings if we are to be successful in 
overcoming spiritual attacks against us. We need to know where 
Satan comes from because knowing his origin allows us to be 
successful in completely annihilating his system. Our doctrine 
must be sound and scripturally based, not something that we 
pulled from traditional religious teaching. 

There tends to be widespread misunderstanding as to where 
Satan came from. Examining the Scriptures lets us know the truth. 
Isaiah 14:12 says, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations!” We can see from this scripture that 
Lucifer fell from heaven and was cut down, yet he still afflicted 
the nations and continues to do so. Nations is referring to ethnic 
groups, or large, diverse groups of people. It is clear from the 
Scriptures that his dirty work of wreaking havoc on the human 
race was taking place long ago. 

Ezekiel 28:13-15 says, 
“Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every 
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precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and 
the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the 
workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared 
in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the 
anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked 
up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, 
till iniquity was found in thee.”

What a beautiful description of Lucifer. He was the picture of 
beauty and perfection, and he was in the Garden of Eden. He was 
anointed, and walked on God’s holy mountain. Everything about 
him was flawless until sin was found in him. Despite all that he 
had, he turned prideful and rebelled against God. At that point, he 
became Satan. 

Popular theology says that one third of the angels were 
persuaded to revolt against God, but they were defeated. This is 
simply not in the Scriptures. What most people are referring to 
is Revelation 12:4, which says that a dragon appeared in heaven 
and took one third of the stars with its tail, and then cast them 
down to the earth. This dragon is described as standing before a 
woman who was ready to give birth, ready to devour her child. 
The woman in Revelation 12:4 is described as being clothed with 
the sun, having the moon under her feet, and wearing a crown 
of twelve stars (Revelation 12:1-3). While this passage is highly 
symbolic, it is not referring to Lucifer leading a rebellion of angels 
in heaven, but rather is speaking of events to come in the last days. 
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When learning how to interpret the Bible correctly, it is dangerous 
to create an entire doctrine based on a single scripture.

God’s angels are ministering spirits, sent to minister to those 
who are heirs of salvation, according to Hebrews 1:14. Lucifer 
may, in fact, have been sent to minister to Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden. From Scripture, it appears that he became Satan 
at the moment that they turned their authority over to him. Satan 
became jealous of Adam and Eve and deceived them.

In Ezekiel 28:11-15, God issues a lamentation against the 
king of Tyrus, who was once beautiful and perfect. He is speaking 
about the principality, or demonic spirit, that was controlling this 
king. God was talking to the king but was actually directing His 
message to Satan, who was influencing this man. It is similar to 
the scenario where Jesus rebuked the devil who was operating 
through Peter and influencing him to speak against the will of God 
for Jesus’ life. 

God made people in His own image and gave them unrestricted, 
unconditional authority over creation (Genesis 1:26-28). Lucifer 
realized that, as an angel, his powers were limited, so he devised a 
way to steal the authority from Adam and Eve so that he could be 
the god of this world. 

Using the Authority That Jesus Took Back
The whole purpose of Jesus coming to the earth was to restore 

man’s relationship with God and restore the authority that God 
had originally given to Adam. God’s Word is Jesus, and the Word 
has been given to all generations and all people. All human beings 
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have the opportunity to make Jesus Christ the Lord of their lives 
and walk in the restored authority that has been made available 
to them. God’s Word is ultimate truth, and He has magnified His 
Word even above His name! The Word is the highest authority 
that exists, and it belongs to every person who is in Christ. At the 
name of Jesus, all of creation will bow and confess that He is Lord 
(Philippians 2:9-11). 

When we obey God, His authority is ours to use. Psalm 82:6 
says that we are gods and also God’s children. Heaven belongs 
to God, but He gave us the earth. His Word is forever settled 
in heaven, and when we stand on it and use it against Satan, 
we win every battle. For this reason, we have to be mindful to 
avoid yielding to the flesh and, instead, remain in a position of 
submission to our master, Jesus Christ. This keeps us in a place of 
domination over serpents and scorpions—dominion that Jesus has 
given us as power to overcome.
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