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L E S S O N  1 

How to Rightly Divide 
the Word of Truth

When it comes to understanding and properly applying 
the Bible to our daily lives, it is so important that we know 
how to “rightly divide” it. Ignorance in this area is responsible 
for many Christians getting off track in their walk with God 
and even misinterpreting and wrongly applying scriptures. 
The unfortunate side effect of this is doctrinal error, which, 
consequently, leads to Christians going in the wrong direction 
as it relates to their spiritual lives. Believers must be students 
of God’s Word and committed to learning the proper context 
and application of the Scriptures. 

One significant question centers around whether we are to 
preach the whole Bible or to preach Jesus through the Bible. 
In other words, are we to preach everything we read, or are we 
called to share the Gospel of Christ? We learn much from the 
Old Testament, but the things we read and study under the old 
covenant cannot necessarily be preached as law now that we 
are under the new covenant. The truth is, we are not to preach 
as if the old covenant were still in effect. As new covenant 
Believers, we are now under a new dispensation, and we are 
to understand and apply the Word of God to our lives with 
this awareness. Trying to apply old covenant teachings to new 
covenant realities will have a major impact on our lives.
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Knowing the difference between the Law in the Old 
Testament and the grace that Jesus established in the New 
Testament, by shedding His blood, is so critical to rightly 
dividing the Word of God. There is a major difference 
between the two. The primary characteristic of the old 
covenant, which is defined by the Law of Moses, is that the 
old covenant is based on the idea that God curses those who 
disobey Him and break His commandments, and blesses 
those who obey Him. It is a system that is contingent upon 
the obedience or disobedience of man. It involves making 
sure that the Law is kept at all costs, or a curse is released. It 
revolves around the idea that God’s goodness toward man is 
dispensed based on whether man keeps God’s Law. 

In the Old Testament, God repeatedly told the children of 
Israel that He would curse those who did not obey the Law, 
and that His punishment would extend to the third and fourth 
generations (Exodus 34:7; Exodus 20:5; Numbers 14:18). 
Because of the requirements of the Law, and the regular 
breaking of the Law, God’s people had to offer animal 
sacrifices every year in order to atone for, or cover, their 
sins. This was the only way they could continue to enjoy the 
presence of God. 

Many times, Christians apply Old Testament scriptures 
to their lives as if they were still under the Law. They go 
through life with a sin-consciousness that is constantly in 
fear of God striking them down or cursing them when they 
disobey Him. They live in perpetual apprehension about 
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what will happen to them if they miss the mark. This is what 
happens when we try to apply and Old Testament, Law-
based way of thinking to our lives today. This is the true 
definition of wrongly dividing the Word of God. 

When studying the Bible, we must distinguish between 
the dispensation before Jesus died on the cross and the one 
afterward. All the scriptures of the Old Testament were 
written before Jesus went to the cross and shed His blood. 
After the cross, however, everything changed. Things 
changed so much that God promises in His Word that He will 
remember our sins no more if we accept His Son as Lord and 
Savior (Hebrews 8:12; Hebrews 10:17). What an amazing 
promise! This means that you don’t have to walk around in 
fear of God cursing you or striking you with misfortune when 
you miss the mark. Through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, 
your sins have been covered, and they have been completely 
obliterated to the point where the Father actually doesn’t even 
have recollection of them. Jesus paid the price once and for 
all so that you would never have to walk through life with a 
sin-consciousness or in condemnation-consciousness. This is 
the difference between the Old Testament and the new.

EMPOWERED THROUGH 

THE PROPER UNDERSTANDING

Studying the Word helps us to rightly divide it, which 
is why it is so important to devote significant time daily to 
studying the Scriptures and meditating on them, and to find 
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a solid church or ministry that properly teaches the Bible. 
Second Timothy 2:15 says, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Analyzing it wrongly 
can have serious consequences, and even the slightest 
misunderstanding of context, audience, or setting can cause 
significant error. 

One major misconception about the Old and New 
Testaments is that the New Testament actually begins with 
the book of Matthew, which is listed as the first book of the 
New Testament. This is not the case. The books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John focus on the time when Jesus walked 
the earth. During this time, the old covenant was still valid, 
and no one was born again, including the disciples of Jesus. 
No one actually received salvation until after Jesus was 
crucified and He shed His blood, died, and rose from the 
grave. Many of the points that He made about various things 
during His earthly ministry, prior to His death, were things 
He was quoting from the Law. He was speaking to Law-
minded Jewish people in order to show them that they could 
not achieve the righteousness they thought they could achieve 
simply by trying to obey the Law. All of His illustrations 
pointed to the need for a Savior and they were laying the 
groundwork for the work of grace that would supersede the 
Law of Moses. It is critical that we study the messages of 
Jesus in this context so that we can understand exactly what 
He was trying to communicate to us. 
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Colossians 1:28 gives us a very clear picture of our current 
position under the new covenant, in Christ, when it says, 
“Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus.” This scripture communicates a very important 
truth about who we are in Christ. When we understand our 
spiritual position in Him, the Bible becomes a book that isn’t 
telling us how bad we are but, instead, reminds us how perfect 
we are in Jesus, despite our flaws and shortcomings. Christ in 
us enables us to live a different lifestyle. 

Although we are under the new covenant now, we 
shouldn’t discount the Old Testament. The Bible says that all 
Scripture is written for our learning and correction. Because 
of this, we should honor and reverence all Scriptures, whether 
Old or New Testament (Romans 15:4).   However, when it 
comes to how we are to relate to God now that we are born-
again, our reference point should be the teachings of the 
New Testament, specifically the things that the Apostle Paul 
wrote to new-covenant Believers who are now in Christ and 
no longer under the dispensation of the Law.

SEVEN GUIDELINES FOR 

INTERPRETING SCRIPTURE

When it comes to interpreting Scripture, we often make it 
more complicated than it needs to be. There are seven guidelines 
to follow when studying the Word of God. Following these key 
points will ensure that you rightly divide the Word every time.
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1. Let Scripture interpret Scripture. We need to put scriptures
in context with other scriptures in order to get the full
meaning of what is being said or taught. Read things in
context of the entire chapter instead of simply lifting one
verse out of a passage and trying to make it fit what you
think it is saying. Study an entire chapter and familiarize
yourself with what is going on and with the audience.

2. Don’t read anything into the Scripture that is not there.
Read its true meaning. Romans 3:20-23 is one example.
It says, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.” Analyzing verse
23 incorrectly makes it look like a condemning statement
from the old covenant. Verse 20 tells us that the Law
does not justify us in God’s eyes. Verse 21 refers to the
covenant of grace, minus the Law. Verse 22 establishes
that we need faith in Jesus to be made righteous and says
nothing about works.

3. Read the meaning out of the scripture and not into it.
Taking 1 Peter 3:3, 4 out of context, for example, makes
it seem like the Bible is saying women should not wear
makeup or jewelry, or braid their hair. But what it is
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really saying is that we should pay more attention to 
the development of the spirit man than we should to our 
outward appearance.

4. Be consistent to the selected type of interpretation
throughout the scripture. For example, if the image of
a lamb is a type of redemption in the first part of the
scripture, it should be a type of redemption in the last
part.

5. Two or three witnesses are needed to form a doctrine. It
cannot be made from a single Bible verse. The Apostle
Paul wrote about this in 2 Corinthians 13:1 when he said,
“This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of
two or three witnesses shall every word be established.”

6. Study to discover to whom a scripture is written, and
the time period it is referencing. Hebrews 2:14, 15 refers
to Jews who were still living under the Law and feared
death, and Hebrews 10:26 was also written to the Jews,
specifically the ones who continued to make animal
sacrifices for their sins after Jesus had made the one
perfect sacrifice for all time.

7. Be mindful of how the finished works of Jesus affect
the way we interpret the entire Bible. For example, we
should read 1 John 3:20, 21 in light of what Jesus did on
the cross. If our hearts condemn us, we know that we are
not operating from a new-covenant consciousness.
A person who has received Jesus into his or her heart

can be confident in his or her right-standing with God and 
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can live free from condemnation. There is no condemnation 
in Christ. By rightly dividing the Word of God and 
understanding the fundamental differences between the old 
and new covenants, we can be accurate in our application 
of the Bible and experience all the benefits of a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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L E S S O N  2

Who Speaks to Whom?

When it comes to reading and studying the Scriptures, 
who is being spoken to is just as important as what is being 
said. It is so easy to read scriptures and misinterpret or 
misapply them simply because the audience being addressed 
is not known or understood. There are so many things to 
consider when studying the Bible, and this is one of the 
key aspects of Bible study that will give new meaning to 
many passages of scripture that are familiar. It is critical to 
not just read words on a page but understand the meaning 
behind them. Taken out of context, any passage of Scripture 
can take on a whole new meaning and possibly lead well-
meaning Believers in the wrong direction. Sometimes 
entire doctrines are formed based on misinterpretation of 
the Scriptures. Taking into consideration the customs of the 
times as well as cultural differences can safeguard us against 
Bible misinterpretation. 

Correctly dividing the meaning of the Bible is something 
that the Apostle Paul admonished Believers to do so that they 
would be accurate in their teaching and application of God’s 
Word. For this reason, we should be committed to rightly 
dividing the Word, according to 2 Timothy 2:15. 

First, there must be a firm grasp of the difference between 
what was instructed under the old covenant Law of Moses 
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and the new covenant, which is founded upon the Law of love 
and the grace of God. The requirements of the old covenant 
differ from those of the new. The former was based on the 
principle of God rewarding His people based on what they 
did for Him, and the latter is based on God’s faithfulness 
to His people, no matter what they do for Him. Under the 
new covenant, the finished works of Jesus Christ are what 
secure the blessing in our lives, not our own good works. 
This understanding must be firmly rooted in the hearts and 
minds of all Believers if they are to truly walk in the power 
and benefits of salvation. When comparing the old and new 
covenants, we should now read the Scriptures in light of the 
finished works of Jesus alone. 

The next thing to keep in mind is that none of the 
scriptures have a personal, private interpretation. They 
must be read and interpreted as they are stated. Reading 
into Scripture and adding things to it that are not there is 
dangerous. The Bible is very clear in what it says, and we 
should let Scripture interpret Scripture.

All Scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit, and in order 
to understand the meaning of the Word of God we should 
always release our faith in the Holy Spirit as our Teacher to 
illuminate and reveal to us what the authors were saying. To 
understand the meaning of what is being communicated, we 
must also know who the speaker was, what was going on at 
the time, and who was being addressed.
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KEEP THINGS IN CONTEXT

The issue of taking things out of context is so rampant in the 
body of Christ that it has led to the formation of false doctrine, 
a return to Law-based thinking, and religious beliefs and 
practices among new covenant Believers that are completely 
wrong. Reading a single verse of Scripture out of context can 
be misleading and can cause the entire direction of a person’s 
life to get off track. A great way to understand this is to think 
of a pilot flying a plane. When a plane is scheduled to arrive 
at a certain destination at a certain time, the pilot must follow 
a specific route that has been mapped out and proven to lead 
to the desired destination. Any deviation from that route, even 
by the slightest degree, can cause the plane to go off course. 

The same is true when a scripture or passage of scripture 
is lifted out of context. It can cause things to really get off 
track. One familiar passage of Scripture that has been taken 
out of context and has led to people having an inaccurate 
view of the nature of God is Job 1:20, 21. It says, “Then 
Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell 
down upon the ground, and worshipped, And said, Naked 
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return 
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” 

Most people have heard the phrase, “The Lord giveth and 
the Lord taketh away” at some point and have usually applied 
that scripture to a number of negative circumstances that happen 
in their lives as a way to try to cope with the circumstances 
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or comfort others in times of grief. The unfortunate result of 
using this part of the passage in this way is that it contributes 
to the idea that God causes tragedies and loss. If a loved one 
dies or something happens to cause us to lose our possessions, 
the thought is that God “took” them from us, and that is simply 
the way He operates. In essence, He is a giver and a taker. 
The story of Job’s misfortune is often quoted or referenced 
whenever people go through devastating loss. But was God 
behind Job’s tough times? The answer is no. When you read 
the entire story, we find that Job was a victim of his own fear 
of loss, which opened the door to the devil wreaking havoc in 
his life. God wasn’t the taker in Job’s life; Satan was. But if we 
simply lift this one scripture out of its proper context, an entire 
belief about God can be formed and even taught to others! 

We know that God doesn’t destroy lives because John 
10:10 says that Jesus came to give abundant life, not take it. 
That same scripture also says that the devil comes to steal, 
kill, and destroy. Going back to the story of Job, the Bible says 
that he later repented of what he had said about God giving 
and then taking away. He admitted that he did not know God 
before but had begun to see Him with spiritual eyes (Job 42:5, 
6). Understanding context is key, as you can see. 

To take it a step further, in the story of Job the devil asks 
God’s permission to afflict him, and it is prior to Jesus going 
to the cross and establishing the new covenant. Before that 
time, the devil was able to go before the throne of God with 
the other angels. When we study the story of Job, we see that 
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Satan was able to do certain things and even converse with 
God about people on the earth, such as Job. But after Jesus 
went to the cross and completed His redemptive work, the 
devil no longer had access to heaven, or the throne of Grace. 

Satan can’t speak to God about anything related to His 
people; he no longer has the authority that he once had under 
the old covenant (John 12:31). Sure, he still tries to make 
people’s lives miserable, and he still operates in the earth 
without permission. But for those who are under the new 
covenant of grace, he has no power except that which we 
willingly give him. He is extremely limited in the life of a 
Believer who knows his or her position and right-standing 
in Christ. And when bad things happen in the earth, we 
should never blame God but, instead, look at the source of 
the destruction, which is Satan, and begin exercising our 
authority over Him in order to hinder his maneuvers.

Believers have the authority to overcome the world and 
bind the enemy. We know that trouble will show up, but 
we must not be afraid to press forward. The appearance of 
trouble does not mean that what we are doing is not working. 
Moving forward in God’s authority in spite of trouble is a 
character trait of a Believer. 

Knowing who is speaking and who the audience is, is 
so important and prevents the reader or hearer from arriving 
at the wrong conclusion. For example, Romans 7:1 says, 
“Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the 
law), how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as 
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he liveth?” This scripture is addressing those under the Law. 
James 1:1 says, “James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, 
greeting.” In this scripture James is addressing the tribes 
of Israel around the world. Neither scripture is specifically 
addressing the church of Jesus Christ, but it is easy to assume 
that is the case when casually reading. 

Similarly, it would seem as if 1 Corinthians 11:3-16 says 
that, when praying, men should not cover their heads and 
women should, and that women should have long hair. But 
this is not what the scripture is saying. The Apostle Paul is 
referring to a custom that was going on in Corinth at the time, 
and he was giving counsel to Believers to follow, according to 
the customs and local culture in which they lived. Taken out 
of context, it becomes an erroneous teaching that associates a 
woman’s hair length with spirituality, or conveys that wearing 
a hat in church is wrong. Such religious doctrines have led to 
condemnation and rules that God is not establishing as any 
sort of law in the church. But taking things out of context and 
not knowing who is being addressed in a particular passage of 
scripture can lead to this type of error.

As students of the Word of God, we must strive to have 
our understanding enlightened about the Scriptures that we 
study, read, and love. Submitting to a solid, Word-based 
church is the key, as well as asking the Holy Spirit to reveal 
the truth to you. In addition, use reliable study tools, books, 
and resources to get clear insight into the Word of God. In 
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doing so, you will truly be able to rightly divide the Word 
and share the truth with others based on a firm foundation of 
contextual biblical understanding.
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L E S S O N  3

What Is It Talking About?

We understand that the Word of Truth must be rightly 
divided and that in order to prevent wrongly dividing it there 
are several things that must be taken into consideration. If 
the Word is preached or interpreted incorrectly, negative 
consequences can be the end result. But when we follow 
the guidelines for properly interpreting what we read in the 
Bible, we can benefit from its true meaning. In addition to 
knowing the audience that is being addressed, we must also 
ask ourselves what the passage speaks about and what it is 
referring to in context. There are several topics in the Bible 
that have been misunderstood because of misinterpretation 
of Scripture. Two of the biggest ones are taking holy 
communion and gaining salvation.

The topic of communion is one that has a lot of religious 
misinterpretation attached to it, primarily the issue of what 
it means to take communion in an “unworthy” manner. We 
must understand what the term “unworthy” really means in 
the context of Paul’s letter. 

First Corinthians 11:27-30 says, “Wherefore whosoever 
shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
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eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep.” 

First, we see that the Scripture says to examine our hearts. 
Taken out of context, it would seem that this verse is saying 
that if we accidentally forget to confess all of the sins we 
can remember, we will be taking communion unworthily and 
we will die as a result. The truth is that the Lord’s Supper 
is not a time to reflect on our sins. We are commanded to 
take communion in remembrance of Jesus, His blood, and 
His broken body (1 Corinthians 11:24, 25). Communion is a 
time for celebrating God’s everlasting forgiveness toward us. 
Communion is not an ordinary meal, and it should never be 
eaten out of condemnation (1 Corinthians 11:21-23, 33, 34). 

The Scriptures tell us that those who were sick and 
dying and took communion without understanding its true 
significance could have been healed (1 Corinthians 11:29, 
30). But taken out of context, we could assume that taking 
communion in an unworthy manner leads to sickness and 
early death. This is simply erroneous interpretation of the 
scripture. Also, it is important to understand that the Apostle 
Paul was admonishing the Believers in that church not to 
make light of the communion supper and treat it as something 
to eat simply out of hunger. Doing this shows an irreverent 
attitude toward the sanctity and significance of the meal. But 
in no way was he saying that if you do not confess all of your 
sins and “get right” with God before taking communion that 
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you could possibly die because of God’s judgment coming 
on you. Once again, a simple misinterpretation of who and 
what was being referred to can cause error to infect people’s 
understanding of the Scriptures.

Another prime example of how a misunderstanding of 
Scripture can cause error is the issue of gaining our salvation. 
Philippians 2:12, 13 instructs us to “work out” our salvation. 
Working out is not the same as working for something. This 
is another scripture that, when misinterpreted, leads people 
to think that salvation is based on self-effort. 

Salvation is not something to earn through good works or 
self-effort. We are to cultivate and carry out what Jesus has 
already done for us; through Him our salvation is complete. 
We cannot trust in our own strength for anything as it relates 
to our walk with God. We are saved through Christ, who is 
in us. “Working out” our salvation means bringing out what 
is already in us through Christ, which is love, temperance, 
patience, faithfulness, and good behavior that is birthed out 
of a righteousness consciousness. Jesus lives in us so that 
we can have the mind of Christ, and Christ in us changes 
our character. Trying to obtain salvation in our own strength 
is a result of religious tradition and a wrong understanding 
of Scripture. 

Another example of something that can be misconstrued 
without a proper understanding of what is being spoken about 
is the issue of the unpardonable sin. Jesus mentions a sin that 
is unforgivable in Matthew 12:22-32 and calls it blasphemy 
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of the Holy Spirit. What exactly is this unforgivable sin? For 
that, we need to look at the context.

Matthew 12:22-32 says, “Then there was brought to Him 
a demon-possessed man who was blind and dumb, and He 
healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw. And all the 
multitudes were amazed, and began to say, “This man cannot 
be the Son of David, can he?” But when the Pharisees heard 
it, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebub 
the ruler of the demons.” And knowing their thoughts He said 
to them, “Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; 
and any city or house divided against itself shall not stand. 
“And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how then shall his kingdom stand? “And if I by Beelzebub 
cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
Consequently they shall be your judges. “But if I cast out 
demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. “Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s 
house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the 
strong man? And then he will plunder his house. “He who is 
not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with 
Me scatters. “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall 
not be forgiven. “And whoever shall speak a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall 
speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, 
either in this age, or in the age to come.” (NASB). 

Let’s review this section briefly. In verse 22, Jesus 
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healed a blind and dumb man. The Pharisees accused Jesus 
of casting out demons by the power of “Beelzebub, the ruler 
of the demons,” (v. 24). Jesus responds by saying that a 
kingdom divided will fall (vv. 25-28) and the devil must first 
be bound before one can plunder his house (v. 29). In verses 
31-32, He states that blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven in this age or the age to come.

By simply looking at the context, it becomes apparent 
that blasphemy of the Holy Spirit involves stating that Jesus 
performed His miracles by the power of the devil. This is 
unforgivable. But why? We can find a clue by looking at the 
point where Jesus began His ministry.

Jesus stated that His baptism was to “fulfill all righteousness,” 
(Matthew 3:15). The word “fulfill” should cause us to think of 
the Old Testament. Basically, Jesus was baptized because He 
had to fulfill the Old Testament requirements for entering into 
the priesthood. He was a priest after the order of Melchizedek 
(Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:8-10, 6:20). Priests offered sacrifices 
to God on behalf of the people. Jesus became a sacrifice for 
our sin in His role as priest. According to the Old Testament, 
in order for a priest to be consecrated he had to be washed 
with water (Leviticus 8:6; Exodus 29:4; Matthew 3:13-15) 
and anointed with oil (Leviticus 8:12; Exodus 29:7; Matthew 
3:16). Both of these were bestowed upon Jesus at His baptism. 
The oil is representative of the Holy Spirit, who descended 
upon Jesus at His baptism. It was after His baptism that Jesus 
began His ministry and started performing miracles. He did 
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His miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit, who had come 
upon Him at His baptism. 

The Pharisees, who knew that Jesus’ miracles validated 
His words and ministry, were attempting to discredit 
Jesus’ Messiahship by saying that His works were done 
by the power of the devil and not by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, when the Pharisees accused Jesus 
of casting out demons by the power of Satan, they were 
blaspheming the Holy Spirit, by whom Jesus performed His 
miracles. This is unforgivable because it strikes at the very 
heart of the redemptive work of God in Christ. It strikes at 
the very nature of Jesus’ ministry of redemption, testimony, 
and teaching. Jesus was ministering by the power of the Holy 
Spirit Himself, fulfilling the divine plan of God to provide a 
sacrifice for our sins. The Pharisees were attributing this to 
demonic activity. This is a great blasphemy.

To go further, a Believer cannot commit the unforgivable 
sin. How can someone who has truly been born again, made 
a new creation, and received eternal life actually commit 
the unforgivable sin? He cannot. Jesus Himself said that we 
have eternal life, not conditional life. Second Corinthians 
5:17 says that the Christian is a new creation in Christ. We 
are different, no longer slaves to the old nature. We are 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit Himself.

The truth is that there is no biblical support for a Believer 
committing this sin. It just hasn’t happened. Also, if you are 
concerned that you may have committed the sin and can’t be 
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forgiven, don’t be concerned. If you are worrying about it, 
then you haven’t committed it. Worrying about it indicates 
that you have not committed it. If you had, you wouldn’t be 
concerned.

Just the slightest twist of misunderstanding about what is 
being spoken can cause grave spiritual danger, which is why a 
commitment to rightly dividing the Word of God is necessary 
for every Believer. Study to show yourself approved so that 
you can be fully confident in the counsel and teaching that 
you bring to others, as well as the application of the Word in 
your own life!
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L E S S O N  4

The Lens of the 
Finished Works of Christ

Did you know that critical thinking is necessary when 
reading the Bible? The Word of God is not a book of fairy 
tales and fables, but it is a spiritual and historical document 
that provides us with the tools we need for successful living 
on this earth. Because there are so many contextual factors to 
consider when reading the Bible, becoming a critical thinker 
is imperative in order to get the most out of your time spent 
in the Word. There are always four basic questions that need 
to be considered when reading any passage of Scripture: who 
is speaking, who the audience is, what it is the Scripture is 
referencing or talking about, and how we are to understand 
what we are reading in light of the finished works of Jesus. 
Following these guidelines will help us to rightly divide the 
Word of God. When we don’t keep these questions at the 
forefront of our thinking, we open ourselves up to the danger 
of taking a single scripture out of context and misinterpreting 
the Word’s true meaning. 

First, we are now under the new covenant, which was 
established when Jesus shed His blood on the cross. We 
simply must remove the lens of self-righteousness and the 
veil of religion in order to properly relate to certain scriptures 
now. We must view things through the finished works of 
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Christ and not the Law of Moses. 
Many Believers still view the way God related to His 

people under the Law of Moses as the way He deals with 
us today. Nothing could be further from the truth. God does 
not deal with people or their sins in the same way that He 
did during Old Testament times. You see, under the old 
covenant, there was a blessing attached to obeying the Law 
and a curse attached to disobeying it. There was no middle 
ground or way around that. Because of this, the priests of 
the old covenant had to offer animal sacrifices to cover the 
sins of the people. Those who were under the old covenant 
experienced the curses attached to sin. They had a sin-
consciousness because they were under the Law.

Under the new covenant, we are no longer subject to 
the curse of the Law and the wrath of God coming on our 
lives. Those who are in Jesus are protected from God’s wrath 
because Jesus already took the full punishment for our sins 
when He died on the cross and went to hell, where He suffered 
the pains of hell on our behalf. When Believers preach that 
God’s wrath is coming on people who have received Jesus, 
they are operating in serious error. 

As new covenant people, we are to remove the veil of 
religion and look on Jesus. In keeping our focus on Him and 
abandoning any commitment to living under the Law, we 
are changed into His image (2 Corinthians 3:18, AMP). How 
do we behold Jesus? We behold Him by reading His Word, 
which mirrors to us who we really are in Him. 
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Because the Scriptures take on new meaning when they 
are understood as being under the old or new covenant, it is 
important to establish whether the Word is referring to before 
or after the cross in any given passage. A great example of 
pre-cross teaching is when Jesus encountered the rich young 
ruler. In Matthew 19:16-26, Jesus answers questions this 
young man poses to Him. “And, behold, one came and said 
unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I 
may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but 
if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith 
unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt 
not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: 
and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The young 
man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my 
youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions. Then said Jesus unto 
his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say 
unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and 
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said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible.”

There are several things we can discover in this passage. 
First, we learn that the young man is Jewish, because he 
keeps the commandments. Also, notice that Jesus tells him 
to keep the commandments through self-effort, because this 
was pre-cross. Remember, the Gospels were still referencing 
old covenant law due to the fact that Jesus had not yet died 
and completed His redemptive work. When Jesus spoke of a 
camel passing through the eye of a needle, He acknowledged 
that this was only possible through God. It is impossible to 
for us to keep all the commandments of the Law—only Jesus 
could do that. Metaphorically speaking, Jesus is the only 
One Who can go through the eye of the needle. 

Jesus was laying groundwork for the dispensation of 
grace that was to come through Him cutting a new covenant 
through His blood sacrifice. We are not justified by the Law, 
because by its very nature we are continually beholding our 
sins (Romans 3:20). The Law is based on self-effort, which 
does not and never could make us righteous in God’s eyes. On 
the other hand, Jesus’s blood gives us the right to approach 
the throne of God. Jesus is the new and living way—the only 
path to eternal life (Hebrews 10:19, 20; John 14:6). Keeping 
the requirements of the Law will not enable us to achieve 
right-standing with God. 

New covenant realities and consciousness are evident 
throughout the New Testament. When Paul and Silas were 
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speaking to the jailer in Acts 16:30, 31, for example, they 
were speaking under the new covenant: “And brought them 
out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house.”  We see here a switch from being required to 
do something to simply believing. In the book of Matthew, 
when Jesus was teaching the people about how to get to 
heaven, He was teaching under the Law. His statement “this 
is the Law and the prophets” puts it into context (Matthew 
7:12-14). Under the Law, the road to heaven was narrow, and 
few people were able to get there. Under the new covenant, 
salvation and eternal life in heaven is available to all people. 
All they have to do is believe and receive it, not work for it. 

POST-CROSS REALITY

After the cross, Jesus had completely invalidated the old 
covenant and made it possible for large numbers of people 
to enter the gates of heaven. Jesus’ redemptive work was 
actually prophesied in the book of Isaiah. Isaiah 35:8 tells us 
that Jesus has made it possible to get to heaven by walking 
the way of holiness, which is essentially receiving Him as 
Lord and Savior. The simple act of believing on Jesus is the 
fool-proof way to enter into eternal life with Him. While 
good works grow out of a life of holiness, they are not what 
is responsible for obtaining holiness or salvation. Simply 
receiving and believing in Jesus is the way.

Jesus has made the road to salvation smooth, straight, 
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and completely attainable. Now that’s good news! When 
we call upon the Lord, we are saved (Romans 10:13). This 
new and living way to be saved does not involve self-effort 
or following a long list of requirements. There is nothing 
complicated about it, which is why it probably eludes so 
many people. Jesus says that if we simply come to Him, He 
will not turn anyone away (John 6:37). 

Unlike the Law that Matthew 7:12-14 refers to, the 
new covenant allows a great many people to be saved. 
Revelation 7:9 references a multitude of people in heaven 
that is too numerous to count! Again, this is good news that 
lets us know that many people are going to make it through 
heaven’s gates! 

Seeing things from a post-cross perspective will give 
you fresh understanding of God’s love, mercy, and grace. 
His redemptive work secured your eternal salvation once 
and for all. All you have to do is believe and receive. As 
you walk with Him through life, renewing your mind to the 
new covenant of grace, you will begin to break free from the 
Law-based thinking that keeps you trapped in performance-
based religion. The lens of the new covenant is the only way 
to view the Word of God as a Believer!
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