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L e s s o n  1
Grace for Financial Stewardship

You will never know where your trust in God truly is 
until you add finances to the equation. Money is often the 
most challenging area in which Believers must exercise their 
faith because money represents our time, energy, and life. It 
is precisely because of its significance in the natural realm 
that God places so much importance on how we handle 
money, particularly as it relates to His kingdom. We can say 
we trust God in all areas of our lives, but until we learn to 
trust Him with our financial resources, we will continue to 
struggle financially. The Bible actually talks about money 
more often than any other subject because God knows how 
important money is to a successful life. The world teaches 
that we make our own fortunes, and we must hold on tight 
to our money or risk losing it, but this is unscriptural. The 
Word of God teaches the opposite. We are to give freely of 
our financial resources, knowing that all good things come 
from God, including our money. When we develop a giving 
mentality, we tap into levels of financial provision that go 
beyond the world system.

Did you know that God wants you to prosper? Religion 
typically shies away from discussions about money and 
prosperity, but the Word of God is very clear about prosperity. 
God wants us to prosper in every way, not just financially, 
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although finances are in no way to be left out of the prosperity 
equation. Third John 1:2, AMP says, “Beloved, I pray that 
in every way you may succeed and prosper and be in good 
health [physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].” What a powerful scripture! Before you can 
reach true prosperity, your soul has to prosper spiritually. 
Everything in the natural realm is a reflection of what is 
going on in the spiritual realm. What we see manifesting in 
our lives is the result of the internal condition of our souls. A 
prosperous soul produces a prosperous life; there is no way 
around this truth.

Make no mistake about it; God wants us to be successful 
in life. The prosperity He desires for us includes our health, 
marriages, families, and finances. As Believers, our spirits 
are already prospering because Jesus lives on the inside of us. 
We are blessed in Him, and nothing can take that away from 
us. But getting that prosperity to manifest in our financial 
lives is going to take some mind renewal and the execution 
of certain principles to see things change. 

Everything begins in our souls, as 3 John 1:2 says. The 
soul and the spirit are not interchangeable; they are not the 
same. The soul is the mind, will, and emotions of a person, 
while the spirit is the actual spiritual core of a person—that 
part of a person that becomes born again. The soul is the 
thinker, feeler, and chooser. It is the part of us that must be 
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renewed daily with the Word of God so that we can actually 
see our lives line up with the benefits of salvation. 

When it comes to issues of the soul, there is a spiritual 
principle that must be recognized as absolute truth: whatever 
we think in our minds and believe in our hearts is what we 
are. When we think about something long enough, we focus 
on it. And if we focus on our problems, we actually hinder 
our progress.

Prosperity begins with our thinking process. This is so 
important because wrong thinking can lead to wrong living 
and wrong outward circumstances. Mark 7:13 says, “Making 
the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which 
ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.” Our 
traditional thinking about money and prosperity can actually 
nullify the manifestation of God’s power in our lives in this 
vital area. There must be an embrace of new ways of thinking 
about finances if we are to see the results we are desiring.

Abundance Is God’s Will
The idea that God wants people to be poor, or that He 

somehow gets glory from people suffering through poverty is 
completely false and goes against everything in the Word of 
God. Jesus wants us to have abundance until it overflows. He 
wants us to enjoy life! In fact, that is exactly what He came 
to give us (John 10:10). God does not get glory or pleasure 
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from seeing people suffer through life, unable to have their 
needs met. He gets no glory from families being trapped in 
cycles of poverty or from us not being able to have the things 
we need and desire. The thing is, God is not going to force 
abundance on us. Every person has a free will, and it is up to 
each one of us to choose abundance for ourselves. It is not 
His will for us to be limited by a lack of money. 

God needs His people to be flowing in financial prosperity 
because it is directly connected to His plan for this world. 
Without finances in the hands of righteous people, God’s 
agenda of establishing His covenant of blessing in the earth 
cannot be carried out. For every dream God gives us, He 
gives us a means to achieve it; He is the God of visions as 
well as the God of provision. In order to do achieve what 
God has created us to do, however, we have to demonstrate 
our faith in money management so that He can trust us with 
greater things such as the riches of His burden-removing, 
yoke-destroying power (Luke 16:10). We must also keep in 
mind that asset management and financial stewardship are 
two different things. God’s rules for money are not the same 
as Wall Street’s. Financial stewardship involves operating 
God’s principles for finances for the purpose of blessing 
others and building His kingdom. Money is to be a tool in 
our lives, not our master. 

So, what is money? The best way to look at it is in light 
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of James 1:17, which says that every good gift comes from 
God. Money is a gift, much like peace, happiness, and a 
harmonious marriage. Changing the way you view money 
will change the way you handle it and steward it. God is 
responsible for the air we breathe, the breath in our lungs, 
our physical strength for each day, and the wisdom to discern 
His will (Genesis 1:26; Acts 17:28). With that in mind, He 
alone is the source of our financial success, not us. Money is 
a gift God blesses us with for a specific purpose. 

Keeping a “God is my Source” mentality will prevent 
you from falling into the trap of making money your god 
and developing a hoarding mentality. We have to constantly 
remind ourselves that the source of all our blessings is the 
great I AM—God. In Genesis 12:1-3, we see Abraham 
became wealthy, not because of his own actions, but 
because God’s blessing was on his life. This is square one of 
successful financial stewardship. The scriptures say: 

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt 
be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse them that curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” Abraham was 
blessed because of the blessing and since we are in 
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Christ, we are partakers of the blessing of Abraham 
as well! 

The blessing alone is responsible for a Believer acquiring 
wealth and riches. Yes, the wisdom of God will lead and 
guide you into the various avenues through which those 
riches will come, but it is the blessing that is the source. 
Abraham trusted God as his source, and he was so confident 
in Him that even Lot was blessed through his connection 
to Abraham (Genesis 13:8-11, 14-17). Abraham’s prosperity 
was evident throughout his life, even when he fought battles. 
He received the spoils of war, but he trust God as his source, 
not the great wealth he received after winning it in battle. 
Because of his trust in God, the Lord told Abraham that He 
would be his shield and his reward (Genesis 15:1). 

Never forget that in developing financial stewardship 
and growing in prosperity, God is always your Source. 
When we hold on to “our” money with a clenched fist, God’s 
prosperity will not be manifested in our lives. We must be 
willing to change our mindset about money and get rid of 
our selfish, stingy attitudes. We must realize that although 
work is necessary, God is the One who gives the increase. 
Our trust in Him is what causes us to prosper.
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L e s s o n  2
Understanding Stewardship

Being a Christian is much more than finding an escape 
hatch from hell. God desires us to live abundant, prosperous 
lives on the earth so that His kingdom can be established 
and more people can become recipients of His grace. Part 
of renewing the mind on prosperity in God is understanding 
that He has abundantly blessed us in all areas of our lives, 
including our finances. This is a finished work of Christ, 
but many people do not understand how to manage money 
from a Biblical perspective. Consequently, many Believers 
are living way below the standard and quality of life that 
God wants them to live. Stinginess is a major reason why the 
financial realm remains inaccessible to so many Christians. 
By hanging on to “our” money and refusing to part with it 
because of an entitlement mentality, we can actually cause 
the very things we fear most—financial lack—to manifest 
in our lives. All good gifts come from our Heavenly Father, 
including money. Seeking Him as our only Source will result 
in the manifestations of those financial blessings.

Trusting God is vital to understanding financial 
stewardship in His kingdom. We are not to operate according 
to the world’s standards. When we trust God and go to Him 
for what we need, we unlock an opportunity for Him to do 
things on our behalf. Philippians 4:10-19, AMP says, 
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“I rejoiced greatly in the Lord, that now at last you 
have renewed your concern for me; indeed, you 
were concerned about me before, but you had no 
opportunity to show it. Not that I speak from [any 
personal] need, for I have learned to be content [and 
self-sufficient through Christ, satisfied to the point 
where I am not disturbed or uneasy] regardless of 
my circumstances. I know how to get along and live 
humbly [in difficult times], and I also know how 
to enjoy abundance and live in prosperity. In any 
and every circumstance I have learned the secret 
[of facing life], whether well-fed or going hungry, 
whether having an abundance or being in need. 
I can do all things [which He has called me to do] 
through Him who strengthens and empowers me [to 
fulfill His purpose--I am self-sufficient in Christ’s 
sufficiency; I am ready for anything and equal to 
anything through Him who infused me with inner 
strength and confident peace.] Nevertheless, it was 
right of you to share [with me] in my difficulties. 
And you Philippians know that in the early days 
of preaching the gospel after I left Macedonia, no 
church shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving except you alone; for even in Thessalonica 
you sent a gift more than once for my needs. Not that 
I seek the gift itself, but I do seek the profit which 
increases to your [heavenly] account [the blessing 
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which is accumulating for you]. But I have received 
everything in full and more; I am amply supplied, 
having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you 
sent me. They are the fragrant aroma of an offering, 
an acceptable sacrifice which God welcomes and in 
which He delights. And my God will liberally supply 
(fill until full) your every need according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

This entire passage from the Apostle Paul is a powerful 
testament to his unwavering belief in God as his Source. It 
becomes clear that Paul had experienced all kinds of highs 
and lows as it relates to financial provision. He says that he 
had learned to be at peace with having a lot or having a little. 
How can someone come to this place of peace, no matter 
what his or her circumstances look like? It comes through 
knowing that God is the Source of our supply. When we 
trust God in this way, it opens the door to do what God does 
best—provide. God is a never-ending supply of what we 
need, and Paul experienced this firsthand. God fills us up 
and replenishes us financially. When you really understand 
this, there is no need to hold on to money with a clenched 
hand. When we trust Him fully, we are content, just like the 
Apostle Paul was. On the other hand, trusting ourselves with 
whatever money we do have leaves us weak and ineffectual. 
We are to be the stewards who manage God’s supply of 
money.
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Believing His Love
In order to receive God’s abundant supply, we must 

believe that He loves us. The Bible calls us His beloved (3 
John 1:2, AMP). Our performance does not determine His 
love for us, so there is nothing we can do to qualify for it. As 
we continue to renew our minds to the truth of God’s love for 
us, we will know, without doubting, that He actually wants us 
to prosper in every way. This includes our bodies, our souls, 
our relationships, and our finances. It is not His will that we 
receive anything other than His goodness for us. When we 
align our souls with the Word of God through meditation and 
application, our souls begin to prosper on a subconscious 
level, and this is what begins to create circumstances and 
situations that reflect God’s glory. Attending to the Word 
causes the soul to become rooted in its truths, which brings 
about growth and prosperity from the inside out. Wisdom 
is the result, which leads to opportunities and strategies for 
prosperous living.

In order to really get grounded in His love for us and to 
experience mind renewal, we have to hear the Word of God 
over and over again. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God. If you want to cause your soul to prosper, 
you have to make listening to the Word your first priority in 
life. There is no other method to achieving soul prosperity. 

The Scriptures instruct us to guard our hearts and minds, 
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because the issues of life come from our inward condition. 
Whatever is in our hearts will eventually find its way into 
our mouths, and once we begin to speak certain things, the 
manifestation is going to follow. Guarding our hearts doesn’t 
only mean keeping the bad stuff out, but it also means 
guarding the Word that we have already sown in our hearts. 
We have to protect the investment of internal prosperity that 
we have sown within us. When we listen to contrary words or 
receive the world’s philosophy on money, we are potentially 
ruining the harvest that God has prepared for us and that 
we are cultivating in our hearts. As a person thinks in his 
heart, so is he. Our minds and hearts are powerful tools, so 
we have to be purposeful about keeping them aligned with 
the kingdom of God and His perspective on finances and 
prosperity.

Abundance is the will of God. Jesus is the great I AM, 
and the One who wants us to not just merely exist or survive 
but to thrive in complete financial prosperity while we are 
on this earth. The devil wants to steal, kill, and destroy our 
dreams. He wants us to be broke and miserable every day of 
our lives, with no hope of escaping poverty. As Christians, 
we do not have to tolerate suffering, lack, or insufficiency. 
The enemy brings death, but Jesus brings life, which is God’s 
will for us. The Father has already made abundance of every 
kind available to the Believer. The question is whether we 
choose to receive it. Our belief in His love for us and His 
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desire to prosper us is necessary to activate His promises. 
By building our faith in this missing link, we can begin to 
experience a life of heaven on earth, walking in the favor, 
abundance, and blessings that are in Christ.
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L e s s o n  3
Jehovah, the Giver

The way we view God has a significant effect on our 
ability to receive from Him. The truth about God is that He 
is not some distant blob of energy that is unaware of our 
lives. In fact, God is so intimately involved with and aware 
of every detail of what is happening in us that the Bible says 
He knows the very number of hair on our heads. He is our 
Heavenly Father! When we begin to see Him this way, it will 
give us an ability to trust Him, just as we would a trusted 
parent. Trusting God means turning all control over to Him in 
every area of our lives, including money. This is fundamental 
to walking in prosperity and being a good financial steward. 
God gives; He doesn’t take. This is evidenced in the 
Scriptures, when He gave the world something from heaven 
that has great value—His Son. God gave us Jesus out of His 
love for us, and He wants us to give back to Him in the same 
spirit. If we have the heart of a steward, it is easier for us to 
give in the right spirit, out of love for Him and nothing more. 
Giving freely of our resources to God demonstrates to us that 
we trust Him in the little things, and it releases His power to 
bless us in the big things.

First John 3:16, 17 says, “Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because He laid down his life for us: and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this 
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world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him?” The love God extends toward us is 
not meant to be kept to ourselves. We are to extend it to 
the whole world, not just to those who attend a particular 
church or who are born again. God is a giver, and He sent 
Jesus as the ultimate demonstration of His love. Jesus came 
so that we could experience all the aspects of His finished 
works, which include healing, soundness, deliverance, 
wholeness, and prosperity. Through Jesus, we have access to 
multiple blessings; we just need to believe in Him (Romans 
8:32). Make no mistake about it; God wants to bless us, His 
children. But His expectation is that we bless others the same 
way He has blessed us. When we give and handle our assets 
like God’s stewards, He promises to bless us and multiply 
the money. This creates a cycle of giving and receiving 
that continues so that both we and those around us live in 
perpetual blessing. This is the essence of God’s covenant. 

There are many examples in the Bible of people who 
operated in good stewardship with the resources God 
blessed them with. For example, financially, David was 
a great steward. He saved gold and silver while his son 
Solomon was still a boy, in preparation for Solomon taking 
over the throne. David did this because God told him that 
Solomon, not him, would be the one to build His temple. 
David believed God and obeyed. This is essentially what 
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good financial stewardship comes down to. After amassing 
great wealth, David blessed God and acknowledged that 
everything in heaven and on earth is His. Before Solomon 
took the throne, David encouraged all the leaders to give just 
as generously as he had, and they did (1 Chronicles 29:3-5, 
10-12, 16, 17). 

God knew David’s heart, and it was pure and upright. 
Likewise, God knows our hearts, and He delights when we 
give willingly from an upright heart, acknowledging that all 
prosperity comes from Him. 

James 1:17 teaches that all good things come from God. 
Since prosperity is a good gift, it is clear that prosperity also 
comes from God and is a desire of His heart toward His people. 
With Him being our Source, we have to begin to develop 
a stewardship mindset so that we can properly manage the 
things He desires to give us. How we handle our resources 
makes a big difference. In the Old Testament, for example, 
God rebuked the people because they made sacrifices and 
gave out of the wrong spirit. Psalm 50:7-14 says, 

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and 
I will testify against thee: I am God even thy God. 
I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt 
offerings, to have been continually before me. I will 
take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of 
thy folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, and the 
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cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the 
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mind. 
If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world 
is mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh 
of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto God 
thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High.” 

What was God saying here? He was telling the people 
not to give Him material offerings out of religious rituals and 
wrong motives. God’s main concern is making sure that the 
heart of the steward is in the right place. It should be a heart 
of thanksgiving. These people went through the motions of 
sacrificing their resources, but they had not given their hearts 
to God. The same principle applies today. Our attitude about 
money is more important than what we do with it. Everything 
already belongs to the Lord!

One way that we demonstrate our trust in God as our 
source is through tithes and offerings. Tithing challenges us 
to honor God with ten percent of the finances He has blessed 
us with. It shows that we trust God with our finances. Yes, 
we do work, but if it were not for God, we wouldn’t be able 
to do so. Not only that, but even though we work, God is the 
One who causes the increase. He is our source of power and 
wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18). When we allow ourselves to be 
God’s stewards on the earth, His blessings will come from 
the hands of the stewards. 
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God loves a cheerful, joyous attitude in giving (2 
Corinthians 9:7, 8, AMP). We should never give out of 
a sense of guilt or condemnation, or because we feel 
compelled or forced to give. Our hearts and minds should 
be in the right place, to give in the right frame of mind. A 
cheerful giver is one who is eager and ready to give at the 
slightest hint of God’s instruction. This is the heart of good 
financial stewardship in the kingdom of God. We will never 
have a problem with giving when we do not see ourselves 
as owners of “our” wealth but managers of God’s resources.

Money Is the Tool for Blessing Others
The Scriptures talk about money a lot, and it is usually 

in relation to the heart condition of man. Contrary to what 
the world may teach, money is not the root of all evil; the 
love of money is. Money is a tool that can be used for good 
or evil. A person’s relationship with the material realm is the 
real issue.

God sets us apart from the world and gives us whatever 
we have and whatever we need. First Corinthians 4:7, in the 
Amplified Bible, says, “For who regards you as superior or 
what sets you apart as special? What do you have that you 
did not receive [from another]? And if in fact you received it 
[from God or someone else], why do you boast as if you had 
not received it [but had gained it by yourself]?” Everything 
we have came from God through the hands of someone else 
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who has blessed us. Money comes and goes as a method of 
provision, either for us or for other people who are in need. 

The ability to prosper is a gift from God, and even though 
people can prosper to a degree without involving God in 
their prosperity, the price is high. This type of “prosperity” 
will come with much sorrow, heartache, stress, and pain 
(Proverbs 10:22). Those who try to become rich through their 
own efforts will ultimately be destroyed (1 Timothy 6:9, 10). 
When a person is willing to do anything for financial gain, 
and when money is idolized by putting it above everything 
else, great evil abounds. But when God is acknowledged as 
the Source and giver of all good gifts, the result is blessing, 
provision, and prosperity that lasts all the days of your life.
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L e s s o n  4
It’s about Trust, Not Money

Passing the money test is the ultimate test of trusting God. 
This is because money represents everything pertaining to our 
livelihood. Without it we can’t buy, sell, or live! It is the object 
of many ambitions and successes and is the motivating force 
behind everything the world does. God knows the potential 
money has to control our lives, which is why the Word of 
God discusses it in so much detail. Financial stewardship is 
a critical component of the Christian life because we can say 
that we trust God, but until we trust Him with our money, we 
are just paying lip service to the idea of trust. 

The Bible says that if we trust God to take care of us 
in the little things, we can trust Him to care for us in the 
big things. God doesn’t want us to have an inappropriate 
relationship with the material realm. He wants us to view 
money as belonging to Him, which it does, and to see 
ourselves as managers of His resources. He knows we need 
it, and, if we trust Him, He will be our provider.

The whole issue with money and financial resources in 
the Word of God centers around trust. It is all about who, or 
what, we put our trust in and what the condition of our hearts 
is. When we trust God, He will bless us and empower us to 
have success. Psalm 84:12 says, “O Lord or hosts, blessed is 
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the man that trusteth in thee.” Relying confidently on God is a 
must when you are part of His kingdom. Choosing to trust in 
your abilities rather than God’s ability is a set-up for failure. 
Proverbs 28:26 says, “He that trusteth in his own heart is a 
fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.” It is 
easy to trust in oneself and to lose sight of God’s presence 
and His desire to provide for you, but putting yourself in 
remembrance of the Word of God is the key. As it pertains 
to money, we should trust in God only, not in our finances. 
Money comes and goes, but God’s provision is abundant and 
unlimited. 

Beyond the Intellect
Trusting God is not about your intellect. This is where a 

lot of people get tripped up. Trusting God means tapping into 
the force of faith, which is a higher force than intellect. The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Gospel of Grace. It is the good 
news that Jesus brought to the earth to bring the world to Him 
through a message of truth and mercy. Through the Gospel 
of Grace, we are freed from the bondage of the Law, and 
made righteous through faith in Jesus alone. Romans 1:16 
says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” The power of God 
mentioned in this scripture is God’s ability to get results. It 
refers to the same power mentioned in Acts 20:32, the Word 
of grace, “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
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the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” 

The finished works of Jesus are only available to those 
who believe, and “believe” is synonymous with “trust.” 
We are to trust God inwardly, not with our intellectual 
understanding but with our hearts (Proverbs 3:5-9). Not only 
are we to trust Him with our hearts, but we are to trust Him 
in everything, including money. The Scriptures promise that 
we will see an increase in our financial resources if we obey. 
When we trust God, we honor Him.

Forerunners of Faith
The Bible is full of stories of great men and women of 

God who trusted God wholeheartedly and were honored 
and favored by God as a result. Abraham and David were 
two men who trusted God to be their only Source, and they 
prospered because of it. 

Genesis 14:17-24 says, 
“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after 
his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of 
the kings that were with him, at the valley of Sheveh, 
which is the king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of 
Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the 
priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, 
and said, Blessed by Abram of the most high God, 
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possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the 
most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. And the 
king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, 
and take they goods to thyself. And Abram said to the 
king of Sodom, I have lift up mind hand unto the 
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven 
and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to 
a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that 
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram 
rich: Save only that which the young men have eaten, 
and the portion of the men which went with me.” 

Abraham’s honor for and trust in God was put on 
display in this passage of scripture. We see that Abraham 
was successful in the battle and afterwards he honored the 
high priest of God with the tithe of all the spoils of battle. 
Abraham knew that his increase and success came from God, 
so he gave some of what he was blessed with back to God. 
He also acknowledged that no one but God was responsible 
for his increase. Now that’s trust! After Abraham stated 
that his trust was solely in God, He came to Abraham and 
promised to be Abraham’s shield and portion. God used the 
word “exceeding” to describe the blessings that would come 
to Abraham (Genesis 15:1).

David is another example of unwavering trust in God. 
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David came from humble beginnings, but God raised him up 
to be a mighty king. Throughout his life, David made mistakes, 
from committing adultery to murdering a man. But when he 
sinned, he was wise enough to acknowledge his sin, or lack of 
trust in God, and ask for forgiveness. Psalm 51:1-4 says, 

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that 
thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be 
clear when thou judgest.” 

Not only was David repentant, but he honored the Lord 
with his substance, he prepared resources to build the house 
of the Lord, and he trusted God as his only Source.

Money should never have our hearts; it is only a tool. 
The love of it is the root of all evil, which is why we should 
not trust in money or love it. A wrong relationship with 
money is problematic and opens the door to many afflictions 
in life. Overcoming the love of money can be achieved by 
purposing in your heart to be a giver. When we choose not 
to give, we demonstrate that we trust money more than we 
do God. But when we hold money with an open hand, we 
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prove our love and trust in God. Giving creates a constant 
inflow of resources that never stops or runs out because 
it activates the spiritual principle of, “Give and it shall be 
given to you.” This is the lifestyle of the Believer that helps 
to maintain a pure heart that is free from the love of money 
and an unhealthy attachment to material things. Trust God 
with your finances and watch Him increase them, bringing 
you more than you could ever imagine.
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L e s s o n  5
Trusting God Is the Priority

The beauty about being human is that God has gifted each 
of us with free will—the ability to make our own choices. 
Everything we do is born out of a decision that we made, 
and our decisions always have consequences, both good and 
bad. As free moral agents, we can choose to trust God or trust 
money. The Scriptures teach us to trust God in all things. All 
things includes our finances. When we rely on Him to take 
care of us in all areas of our lives, we free ourselves from the 
pressure to do so. Not only that, but trusting Him and being 
faithful with seemingly small things can have big rewards 
when it comes to Him entrusting us with weightier things. 
The Bible is full of stories detailing the lives of those who 
trusted God without question, and they were able to see His 
provision and care manifest time and time again. We can 
learn important things about the priority of trusting God from 
these biblical accounts. We can become modern-day success 
stories of what it means to trust God with our finances.

Financial stewardship is the will of God for every Believer. 
Everything that is in the earth belongs to God, but He has 
entrusted it all to the stewardship of His sons and daughters. 
The purpose of this financial stewardship “program” that 
God has implemented is to supply the blessing! You see, God 
wants to establish His covenant in the earth, and He is going 
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to do it through the lives of kingdom men and women who 
know how to properly steward His resources. Our decision 
to trust in God has eternal significance and impact. When we 
trust God, we are blessed and empowered to have success.

We live in a world that is completely driven and 
controlled by the love of money. People will sell their souls, 
compromise their values, and do just about anything just 
for another dollar. But this is not the way God wants His 
people to live or relate to the financial realm. We cannot 
trust money because it will fail us, just like anything else 
we put our trust in on the earth. When you don’t understand 
the purpose for something, you will abuse it. And when you 
don’t understand the purpose of money, you will take it out 
of its proper context and put it in a place in your life that is 
only reserved for your Creator. 

A wonderful illustration of stewardship is found in Luke 
16:1-11:

And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain 
rich man, which had a steward; and the same was 
accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. And he 
called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this 
of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou 
mayest be no longer steward. Then the steward said 
within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh 
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away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg 
I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when 
I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me 
into their houses. So he called every one of his lord’s 
debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much 
owest thou unto my lord? And he said, An hundred 
measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, 
and sit down quickly, and write fifty. Then said he to 
another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take 
thy bill, and write forescore. And the lord commanded 
the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the 
children of this world are in their generation wiser than 
the children of light...He that is faithful in that which 
is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in 
the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will 
commit to your trust the true riches?”

The steward Jesus was teaching about was wise because 
he shrewdly prepared for his future employment. He 
demonstrated wisdom after his manager discovered he had 
misappropriated funds. God wants us to operate in wisdom 
with resources as well, so that we can be in a position to 
advance the kingdom of God. He promises that when we are 
faithful over small things, we can be trusted with more. This 
is the blueprint for kingdom financial stewardship. 
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Choosing to trust God financially requires having faith in 
His grace. This goes against the reasons and rationalizations 
of the world and its ways of doing things. In the kingdom of 
God, we do not strive and toil for money. Instead, we trust 
that Jesus’ finished works include unlimited provision of 
resources and supply from heaven. We simply trust in what 
He has already done, release our faith, and obey whatever 
God tells us to do where our giving is concerned. Money 
is not true riches; it is only a tool on the earth. True riches 
includes all of the intangible aspects of salvation—wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. True riches 
includes the eternal life that God gifts us with through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.

Where Is Your Treasure?
Who or what we choose to rely on says a lot about the 

condition of our hearts. Mark 10:17-31 gives an account of 
a rich man whose heart was revealed when Jesus asked him 
to sell his possessions:

And when he was gone forth into the way, there 
came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked 
him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 
God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father 
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and mother. And he answered and said unto him, 
Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 
Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the 
cross, and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, 
and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 
And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his 
disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God! And the disciples 
were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth 
again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. And they were astonished out of 
measure, saying among themselves, Who then can 
be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, With 
men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God 
all things are possible. Then Peter began to say unto 
him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 
And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, 
There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, But he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
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brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come 
eternal life. But many that are first shall be last; and 
the last first.

The rich young ruler is an example of how many people 
value money and their possessions over God and His 
requests of them. This man told Jesus that he had kept all 
the commandments of the Law, but Jesus let him know that 
this wasn’t actually the case. His love for God was not intact. 
The young man loved money too much to part with any of 
it. His reaction demonstrated that he did not truly trust God 
with his resources. He walked away from Jesus and missed 
out on a tremendous opportunity to reap an amazing harvest 
because his heart was tied up in his possessions. 

Many Believers respond to God in the same way when He 
presents them with an opportunity to release their finances to 
Him in favor of a greater reward. When God instructs them 
to give a certain amount of money in an offering, or to sow 
into the lives of others, they are not quick to obey, but rather 
they become grieved at the thought of parting with their 
money. They fail to realize that anything God tells you to 
give is because He is trying to get something to you! His 
kingdom operates according to seedtime and harvest, and 
giving is the way to activate that system. Without a seed, a 
harvest cannot come up. What is in our hearts is what really 
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matters, not what we say or do to impress others or to show 
them how “good” we are as Christians. If we don’t trust God, 
it is impossible to enter the riches of the kingdom of God. 
To inherit eternal life, we must let go of our stranglehold on 
money (Matthew 19:23-30; Mark 10:23-31). 

Zacchaeus was the opposite of the wealthy ruler 
described earlier. Zacchaeus trusted God for his money, and 
Jesus blessed him. (Luke 19:2-9). In verses 8 and 9, he said 
to Jesus: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold.” Zacchaeus trusted God, 
and Jesus blessed him (verse 9). 

The principles of trusting God over money, and trusting 
God with our money and possessions apply to anyone and 
everyone, regardless of who they are (Romans 1:16). Money 
is not evil; the love of it is. But when we pursue God and 
believe Him for our provision, as well as the wisdom on how 
to use the tool of money to impact the world for His kingdom, 
we open ourselves to unlimited blessings and prosperity.
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L e s s o n  6
Commended to God and 
the Word of His Grace

Do you want to know how to see true transformation in 
your life? The answer is simple: trust God. We simply have 
to entrust God with our entire lives and everything that 
concerns us, because He cares for us. To entrust someone 
with something is to commend him or her. After he was born 
again, Paul commended the disciples to God so they would be 
protected from evil. In the same way, we can commend our 
lives, our family’s lives, and everything concerning us to God 
for safekeeping. When we are born again and we learn to trust 
God enough to meditate on and live His Word, amazing things 
will happen. He promises to transform us into His very own 
image if we just believe and have faith in what He tells us.

The Apostle Paul’s entrusting the disciples to the grace 
of God is the model for how we are to give our lives over 
to the care of God. Acts 20:32 says, “And now, brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are sanctified.” God’s grace is His unearned, 
unmerited, and undeserved favor. Paul acknowledged that 
grace can build up and provide the inheritance of God’s 
promises. It is through a knowledge of this grace that we 
become confident in completely trusting God. 
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Ephesians 2:8, in the Amplified Bible says, “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God.” By grace, through faith, you are delivered from 
judgment and made a partaker of salvation. This is not because 
of anything you did. It is only through the finished works of 
Jesus. Through faith we can receive all of those works.

When you look at the life of Paul, you can see a man who 
committed atrocious acts against Christians at one point in 
his life. Before his conversion, Paul was cruel and violent to 
Jesus’ followers, but after becoming born again he received 
a new nature. He could truthfully say that he had wronged 
no one because he was a new person in Christ. This man 
who had previously had Christians delivered into prison to 
be killed wrote in his second letter to the Corinthian church 
that he had done nothing wrong. It may appear to be a 
contradiction, but when you understand the forgiveness of 
God and the magnitude of the new birth, you realize that 
Paul’s claims of innocence were absolutely true. 

The confidence in the new identity that Paul stood in is 
also our right. When you are in Christ, you are also a new 
creature, with no past and a bright future ahead of you. What 
you believe about your identity will influence your behavior 
in one direction or another. Part of being commended to God 
and the Word of His grace is resting in the new identity that 
now belongs to you. When you rest in who you are in Christ, 
you are free from the condemnation and fear that comes from 
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having to measure up to a standard you could never achieve 
through your own ability. When you become born again, your 
old self dies, and you are no longer a sinner (Romans 6:6-8, 
11). You become dead to sin and alive to Christ.

Being in Christ also means gaining righteousness and 
wisdom, which are the true riches of the kingdom of God. 
Real transformation takes place when we believe in our 
minds what God has made us into when we become born 
again. There must be a renewing of the mind so that the soul 
becomes aligned with the new spiritual nature, which results 
in a fresh perspective, new mindset, and changed behavior. 
Repentance, which is a necessary part of conversion, is 
essentially a decision to change our minds about our identity. 
The result of that changed thinking is a change in outward 
actions. Though the devil tries to convince us of our identity 
based on our actions, identity is based on our decision to 
make Jesus Christ the Lord of our lives. All outward behavior 
follows when the mind is renewed.

When we study God’s Word, we are gradually changed 
into His image according to 2 Corinthians 3:18. The Bible is 
a reflection of God, and it shows us who we really are. When 
we meditate on the Word continually and with consistency, 
we begin to change and take on more of the qualities and 
characteristics of Jesus. This change is brought about by the 
Holy Spirit living in us and doing His work through us. The 
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world does not understand who Jesus is or how He effects 
change in us when He lives in us. But Believers know that 
Jesus does all the necessary work to manifest the changes in 
us that we, and others, see. By giving our lives into His care, 
we are able to fully appreciate and partake of the salvation 
package that He has provided for us.
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L e s s o n  7
Treasure in Secret Places

Trusting God is the ultimate act of dependence on Him, 
and, while it takes faith, it is the only way a Believer can 
relate to the Father. God’s desire is that we trust Him with 
every aspect of our lives, from our relationships to our 
finances. There is absolutely no area of life that should not 
be entrusted to the Lord. To trust means to rely on. At some 
point in our walk with Jesus, we need to decide whether 
we trust Him or trust in our money. The Bible says that we 
cannot have two masters, and choosing riches over God 
makes money our master. The Scriptures teach us in multiple 
places that God is the source of all wealth and riches, and all 
we need to do is trust and believe that this is the truth. True 
riches are found in heaven, not on the earth. The rewards for 
obeying God in the financial realm extend beyond this life 
and into the next.

Having a revelation of God as the ultimate and only 
Source in our lives is critical to living in abundance. We 
hinder the flow of God’s blessing in our lives when we move 
from a position of resting in Jesus’ finished works to self-
effort. Whom or what we believe in as our true source of 
wealth is the missing link to understanding why we may be 
getting the results we are getting in our lives.
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The story of the poor wise man teaches us that the world 
puts more trust in money than in God. Ecclesiastes 9:14-16 
says, “There was a little city, and few men within it; and 
there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built 
great bulwarks against it: Now there was found in it a poor 
wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no 
man remembered that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom 
is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom 
is despised, and his words are not heard.” The scripture is 
letting us know that the world puts more trust in money than 
it does in wisdom; however, even though money can bring 
power and authority, we must remember that its true source 
is God. 

Jesus Himself also warned against trusting too much 
in money in Matthew 6:19-21, “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.” The real treasure that we should be focused on is not 
on the earth, where thieves can break in and steal it, but in 
heaven where it cannot rust or be stolen. Wherever we put 
our money indicates where our heart is. This was the essence 
of Jesus’s message about how we relate to our financial 
resources. The story of the rich, young ruler was a prime 



43

example. The young man refused to follow Jesus’ advice 
because he trusted money more than God. 

Giving financially is one way that we prove to ourselves 
that we trust God more than we do our money. Please 
understand; financial giving is not about buying God’s 
favor. If we know we can trust Him in the little things like 
money, we will know that we can trust Him in the big things. 
Trusting money keeps us from receiving the gifts God 
has for us through grace. God doesn’t want us placing our 
confidence in resources! While money is not the problem, 
an overabundance of it, combined with a wrong relationship 
with it, can trick people into putting their faith in it over 
God. This is why developing a giving lifestyle is critical to 
keeping money in its proper place in your life. 

Actions Speak Louder than Words
The saying, “Actions speak louder than words” is 

especially true when it comes to   how we handle finances. 
Merely paying lip service to our trust will not accomplish 
anything; our actions must back up what we profess. 

The area of tithing and giving offerings is an example of 
how Believers can align their actions with their trust in God 
as their Source. A tithe is ten percent of all your financial 
increase. In the Old Testament, the currency wasn’t the same 
as it is now, so they would give a tenth of whatever the method 
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of exchange or increase was. But today, our tithe is specific 
to our money. The tithe belongs to God, and while it is not a 
New Testament law, it is something that we should do because 
we love God and are so grateful and appreciative for how He 
has blessed us. There is a blessing attached to tithing that is 
unprecedented. Offerings are what you give over and above 
your tithe. This is the category that really gets things to shift in 
your finances. God is always concerned about what you give 
in proportion to what you have. It is nothing for a billionaire 
to give $5,000. However, if someone only has $7,000 in his 
or her account, a $5,000 seed would be a sacrificial offering, 
one that pleases God. Tithing and giving offerings are keys to 
unlocking financial prosperity in the life of a Believer.

Romans 6:16 says that whoever or whatever we serve 
becomes our master. When we trust in money, we become 
enslaved by it. This isn’t the will of God. He doesn’t want 
us to be a slave to anything except righteousness! Therefore, 
money should never be idolized or exalted to a place where 
we can’t let go of it at any given time.

When God Blesses
Make no mistake about it; when God blesses, He blesses 

His servants extravagantly. For example, the king of the 
Philistines acknowledged that Isaac was so wealthy and 
powerful that there was not enough room in the kingdom 
for both of them (Genesis 26:16). That’s some serious 
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wealth! Jacob was also greatly blessed with many servants 
and animals (Genesis 30:43). God took the blessing that was 
on Saul and placed it on David. God’s favor found young 
David regardless of the fact that he was just a shepherd 
tending to sheep. After David became king, God blessed 
him abundantly because he trusted God enough to give 
generously (1 Chronicles 29:1-5). And to go even further, 
God blessed David’s son Solomon even more! 

God knows us through and through. He knows that we are 
prone to walk in fear when it comes to money matters. But 
He has given us example after example in the Word of God 
to show us what happens when we fully trust Him and allow 
Him to be Lord over our finances.

Another reason why we have to trust God in this area 
is because it is impossible for those who trust in riches 
to receive the things of God. Jesus said it is like trying to 
fit a camel through the eye of a needle (Mark 10:25-27). 
Conversely, trusting in Him opens up all possibilities. 

God’s thoughts toward us are of good and peaceful things, 
not evil things. He has prepared amazing and wonderful things 
for those who love Him, and if we truly love Him, we will trust 
in His promises. The unjust steward in Luke 16:1-9 was fired 
for stealing his master’s money. But when he forgave others 
of their debts, his master commended him. The steward knew 
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that wealth was just a byproduct of God’s favor, so he wrote 
off the debts of others, and it changed their lives. Likewise, we 
can use money to touch the lives of others. 

God’s blessings—not money—is true wealth. If we put 
God first, trusting Him in all things, He will be the Source 
of the riches we acquire. His blessings are permanent and 
cannot be erased from our lives. As Believers, we can live a 
life of absolute abundance. God’s favor in our lives cannot 
be stopped as long as we continue to trust Him in every 
situation and circumstance we face, no matter how much or 
how little we have in our bank accounts. His blessings are 
the true wealth and riches that belong to us in Christ.
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L e s s o n  8
The True Purpose of Money

There is a saying, “When you don’t understand the 
purpose for something, abuse is inevitable.” This is true with 
just about everything in life, including money. In the Biblical 
sense, most people do not have a real solid understanding 
about what money should be used for. As a result, they 
strive for it above anything else. The world attaches great 
importance to money and uses it as a yard stick to measure 
people’s worth. The truth is, money is simply a tool used 
to accomplish what is really important, which is spreading 
the Gospel. God knows we need money, and He promises 
to bless us abundantly with it when we trust and obey His 
Word. Money should never replace Him as our true source, 
and when we seek Him, abundance will flow.

The parable of the unjust steward is a great example of 
how realizing the true purpose of resources can result in favor 
from God. In the story, the owner commended the steward, 
not because he stole from him but because the steward finally 
realized the true purpose of money (Luke 16:1-9). Even 
though he had mismanaged the funds previously, he had the 
presence of mind to secure his future. This is using wisdom, 
and it sends a message to God that you are ready for increase. 

Sometimes, Christians do not save money for themselves 
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and future generations as wisely as the rest of the world. 
Jesus was highlighting this point in the parable. We can 
learn from this teaching example how to better steward the 
finances God blesses us with. 

From a practical sense, we can adopt what is called the 
80/10/10 rule: live on 80 percent of our income, tithe 10 
percent, and save 10 percent. This forces us to live within 
our means and take a close look at how we are spending 
money. It will even cause us to adjust our lifestyle to be more 
financially prudent. 

Financial prosperity should not be the main goal in a 
Christian’s life; it is a byproduct of seeking God. When we 
use money to help others and spread the Gospel, we will be 
greatly welcomed into heaven. 

Keeping the Right Perspective
Interestingly, both the Old and the New Testaments refer 

to having the wrong attitude about money as evil. They both 
use the illustration of vision/sight to get the point across 
about money management. Proverbs 28:22 says that those 
who seek riches are acting with an evil eye, and they actually 
bring poverty onto themselves. Matthew 6:22, 23 says that 
those who set their eye on a single vision, one coming from 
God, are filled with light. But if they have a split vision and 
try to focus on God and money, they have an evil eye. The 
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Scriptures are letting us know that we must focus on seeking 
God, not getting rich. 

We can bring our thought processes into captivity and 
control each thought that enters our minds (2 Corinthians 
10:4, 5). When we have thoughts about money that do not 
line up with the word of God, we have the authority to cast 
them out. This is so vital because our thoughts influence how 
we feel, and how we feel will determine the decisions we 
make and the actions we take. If our thoughts about money 
are not in agreement with the Word of God, we have the 
potential to make some bad choices in the financial realm. 
There has to be a continual renewal of the mind so that we can 
be single-minded and focused on God. This will enable us to 
have one vision for our finances and to keep our attention on 
Him rather than the things of the world.

Even as it relates to working a job, we have to always keep 
our work in the proper perspective. The job is not the source, 
God is. The Bible is clear on the importance of working a job 
when it says that whoever chooses not to work should not 
eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10). But remember that God’s plan 
for financial freedom does not rely on the natural results of 
work. Our work and efforts are not the source of the money 
we see. We are under grace, and grace is the source. Keeping 
this in mind will eliminate fear and anxiety when a job loss, 
or job change occurs. 
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The ultimate purpose of work is to put ourselves in a 
position to help others in need. The Scriptures tell us that our 
focus should be on the kingdom of God and that everything 
else will be added to us when we keep the kingdom at the 
center of all that we do. And even further, the highest form 
of giving is sharing the Gospel. Adding resources to sharing 
the Gospel with people only solidifies people’s faith in the 
God we serve. 

God is well able to provide the grace and the financial 
sufficiency we need. In fact, the Word says that He provides 
seed to the sower. That means that when you are a sower, or 
one who has established a lifestyle of giving, God promises 
to put more seed in your hand. When we receive financial 
blessings, we are to pass some of them on to help those in 
need. Developing an addiction to giving is a sure-fire way to 
activate increase in your life. 

The wonderful thing about God is that His promises are 
not limited to charitable donations and monetary gifts to other 
people. His blessings are all-inclusive! He promises to make 
every favor and earthly blessing come to us in abundance, 
but we have to become strategically rooted in the belief that 
God is our only Source. In doing so, we become walking, 
talking examples of God’s favor and blessing extended out 
toward others until every family of the earth is blessed. 
Knowing the purpose of money and our purpose as financial 
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stewards is essential to executing God’s instructions to us on 
what to do with our resources.
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L e s s o n  9
Your Treasure and Your Heart

It is fairly easy to see where a person’s heart is by locating 
where that person spends most of his or her money. For some 
people, their heart is tied up in clothes, and for others it is tied 
up in a recreational activity that they are willing to spend a 
lot of money doing. If you want to see where your priorities 
are, you only have to check your bank statement. Trust is 
very important to God, so much so that He wants us to trust 
Him above all else and to allow our hearts to be consumed 
with His purposes and objectives. Giving financially to the 
kingdom of God and to those in need first, indicates that 
your heart is with God and His agenda. God does not need 
our money, per se, but He does look at our obedience to His 
way of doing things. This is how we can see whether we are 
really as committed to God as we say we are.

Many people are afraid to part with any of “their” money 
because they see it as just that: their money. The idea that 
the money doesn’t actually belong to them keeps them from 
being able to release it to God. He is actually the Source 
of all prosperity, and money is just a tool that He places in 
our hands to accomplish the really important things in life, 
which center on helping others and showing the love of 
Christ. This is not to say that God doesn’t want us to enjoy 
the fruits of our labor or to buy the things that we like; He 
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does! But our first priority is the kingdom of God. When His 
agenda becomes our purpose in life, we know that our heart 
is in the right place.

It’s really important to understand that financial giving 
is not about the money as much as it is about trusting God. 
He will purposely test Believers in this area until they come 
to a place of complete trust and surrender of their finances. 
We should not be trusting in anything temporal on this earth, 
such as money, but we are to depend on God as our supply. 
Trusting money over God indicates a wrong relationship 
with the money. 

We also lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven when we 
put our total trust in Him. This results in a willingness to use 
money to help others instead of keeping it all for ourselves. 
Giving is an act of faith because it challenges our flesh and 
puts us in a position to do something that requires believing 
God and His Word. The wonderful thing is that the more 
we practice giving larger and larger amounts, the more we 
expand our capacity to give and make giving any amount of 
money a lifestyle. 

Jesus’ encounter with the rich, young ruler was very 
important in letting us know what can happen when we put 
our trust in our material resources. This young man was 
wealthy and considered himself a noble Jew because he kept 
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the law. However, his love for God was not present. When 
Jesus asked him to sell everything he had and follow Him, 
the young man walked away sad. The very thought of giving 
everything he owned away to the poor was too much for 
him to bear. As a result, he missed out on a life-changing 
experience to become a disciple of Jesus and to lay up for 
himself treasure in heaven. How many of us do the same 
thing? God speaks to us to give a certain amount of money 
that is out of our comfort zone, and we retreat in fear and 
apprehension. We consider the bill that is due tomorrow, or 
whatever other pressing issue seems to have claimed our 
money, and we fail to act on God’s instructions. Until the 
money test is passed, there are levels of increase that cannot 
be seen in a Believer’s life. 

Jesus further illustrated His teachings about money by 
telling the story of a rich man whose steward was stealing 
from him. The steward lost his job because of this, but a 
valuable lesson was learned that we can apply to our lives 
today. This parable also illustrates how God is concerned 
with us utilizing our finances in practical ways that help to 
prepare for the future. Many unsaved people are actually more 
shrewd when it comes to money management than Christians 
because they have mastered certain principles such as saving 
and investing. In addition to giving into the kingdom of God, 
we should invest and save money so we can secure the next 
generation, particularly our own families. Simultaneously, 
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when we use money to help others here on earth, we are also 
securing our future rewards in heaven.

We can say we trust God, but there will be a time in 
every Believer’s life when the proof of that trust will have to 
be demonstrated, and it is going to be shown in the financial 
arena. If we can prove to ourselves that we can trust God 
when He deals with us about sowing our money, we will 
know that trusting Him in the big things will be effortless. 
This is the opposite of what religion teaches us. People 
may give religiously, but it is not coming from a place of 
understanding the grace of God and the finished works of 
Christ. Consequently, giving becomes mechanical and 
something people do out of obligation rather than because 
they truly love God and want to honor Him with their 
finances. We don’t want to be religious givers, but those who 
are cheerful and joyous, understanding that we are sowing 
into God’s kingdom and positioning ourselves for a harvest. 

True riches are the intangible things that cannot be seen, 
and they are things that God has released to every person 
who is born again. Healing, deliverance, peace, joy, and 
prosperity of the soul are all true wealth and riches in the 
kingdom of God. While finances are a part of the prosperity 
pie, we would be remiss if we left out all the other things that 
God has promised us. Serving God includes serving Him 
with our time, effort, resources (non-financial), and money. 
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We cannot serve two masters, so we must choose whether 
we will serve God or money. This choice will be one of the 
most significant decisions in a Believer’s life, but it will also 
reveal the treasure of the heart. When God sees that your 
heart is completely sold out and trusting in Him as your 
only Source of financial supply, He will begin to open the 
windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing that you 
won’t have room enough to receive!



58



59

L e s s o n  1 0
Seek First the Kingdom

The idea of holding on to your “hard earned money” is 
something that we are indoctrinated in from a young age. 
Most of us watched our parents do everything they could to 
make ends meet and provide for their families. Often, struggle 
and financial strain were the norm. We are drilled with the 
phrase, “work hard and make a living,” and most people have 
unquestioningly accepted that mindset. The problem is that 
it reinforces self-reliance instead of reliance on God. When 
we struggle with the double-edged sword of trying to live up 
to the world’s standards or face condemnation, we miss out 
on God’s promises to us. His plan for us includes prosperity 
and abundance through faith in His grace. However, the 
Scriptures teach us to trust Him and seek Him first.

When it comes to prospering God’s way, we have to 
remember that what we focus on can either bring good or evil 
into our lives. Spiritually, having a single-minded vision of 
God fills us with light (Matthew 6:22, 23). Taking our focus off 
of God and striving to be rich first is actually evil, according 
to the Word of God. Proverbs 28:22 says, “He that hasteth 
to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty 
shall come upon him.” If we split our focus and try to get rich 
while trying to focus on God at the same time, we will be full 
of darkness. And not only that, trying to get rich with no focus 



60

on God will actually lead to poverty. 

Acquiring money is the number-one goal of most people, 
which is why God puts so much emphasis on how we 
steward our finances and how we relate to money. God never 
intended for money and material things to be the object of 
our affection or the focus of our lives. And yet, this is the 
fundamental objective of the world system. Unfortunately, 
because we are occupying this world system while on the 
earth, many Believers have adopted the same mindset. It is 
going to take a serious renewing of the mind in order to get 
our focus aligned with God and His Word on this matter.

As with any arena of life in which we need to change 
our thinking, we will have to get serious about inputting 
new information so that we can think differently. Instead 
of embracing the world’s ideology about money, we should 
embrace God’s philosophy. When thoughts come to challenge 
God’s way of doing things as it relates to finances, we have 
to take authority over those thoughts and cast them down 
(2 Corinthians 10:4, 5). We can train ourselves to cast out 
the thoughts that do not conform to God’s will, and actively 
focus on those that do. Thoughts contrary to the Word of 
God divide our attention and prevent us from accomplishing 
our goals. We also have to be on guard against a divided 
heart, which comes from trying to trust in ourselves and God 
simultaneously. 
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D i f f e r e n t  P r i o r i t i e s
God’s priorities and the world’s are completely different. 

Believers are tasked with keeping our priorities in order by 
putting God first in everything we do. What does it mean to 
put God first? It means considering Him before any decision 
or way of doing things. It means consulting with the Word 
of God and praying before proceeding. It means keeping His 
kingdom and His objectives at the center of your heart and 
thinking. Matthew 6:33 lets us know that when we do this, 
everything else we want will show up in our lives. 

The world’s priorities are based on selfishness. The 
lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life 
are what drive this world system. This means that there is 
always a desire to acquire more. But because lust is never 
satisfied, that desire can never be fulfilled. When a person 
loves money, they will always be in pursuit of money, but 
no matter how much they get, it will never be enough. In 
addition, the world’s mindset is all about benefiting self and 
not others. The world says, “If it feels good, do it. If you 
want it, take it.” It does not consider how those mindsets will 
affect others. 

What we think in our hearts determines what we say, do, 
and believe. Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he. Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart 
is not with thee.” The way God sees it, the issue is a heart 
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issue, not a money issue. It’s a trust issue. Even the dollar 
bill says, “In God we trust.” Someone knew the importance 
of God being the Source of all financial provision! The love 
of money is the root of all evil because it places money in 
the wrong position in a person’s life; it becomes the object of 
idolatry. Having the wrong kind of relationship with money 
will bring about all kinds of problems and afflictions that 
God never wanted us to experience. 

All of us think about money, and that isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing, but we have to be aware of when our thoughts 
about money begin to turn into an unhealthy focus or 
obsession. When that begins to happen, it is an indication 
that the mind must be renewed in this area. We are instructed 
in the Word to have “sober thinking” about things, money 
included. For example, the Bible says that it is a good thing 
to work (2 Thessalonians 3:10). However, working in order 
to get money shouldn’t consume us to the point where we 
lose sight of the reason we are working in the first place. We 
work so that we can have our needs met and give to others. 
Our focus should actually be on others and not ourselves, 
when we really consider how we are to handle the money we 
make from our jobs (Ephesians 4:28). 

A c t i vat i n g  G o d ’ s  P r o m i s e s
We activate God’s promises in our lives when we trust 

Him, and this is demonstrated when we give financially 
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into the work of God. Tithes, offerings, and even first fruit 
offerings honor God, and demonstrate that He is a priority 
(Proverbs 3:9, AMP). When we do this, it also proves to 
ourselves that He is more valuable to us than our substance 
and He promises that we will see increase. 

Joseph was an example of someone who trusted God. 
He gave constantly, and God consistently took care of him. 
For example, Joseph gave to Potiphar, to the jailer, and to 
the pharoah of Egypt. Because he was a blessing to others, 
God blessed him accordingly. Prosperity isn’t about “stuff.” 
It is about how much flows through us to bless others. God 
evaluates our prosperity by the extent to which we put others 
ahead of ourselves. 

Abraham was another example of someone whom God 
promised abundant prosperity to (Genesis 12:1-3). The 
blessing was the instrument of favor, and it was because of 
Abraham’s trust in God that God gave him what he wanted 
most—a son. 

God can make over-the-top blessings come to us so that 
we will not need aid or support from any other source. This 
is a promise found in 2 Corinthians 9:8, AMP, “And God 
is able to make all grace [every favor and earthly blessing] 
come in abundance to you, so that you may always [under 
all circumstances, regardless of the need] have complete 
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sufficiency in everything [being completely self-sufficient 
in Him], and have an abundance for every good work and 
act of charity.” The Word of God declares that we will have 
everything we need for every good work and charitable 
donation. This is good news! And the way you can turn this 
promise of blessing on is by trusting God and believing that 
His grace has made your provision available through faith in 
what Jesus has done for you. 

The bottom line is that we should never allow our 
relationship with money to get in the way of our relationship 
with God. There is nothing God can’t and won’t do for a 
Christian who is completely consumed with giving financially 
into the kingdom of God and making Him a priority by 
trusting Him with every resource. He is the Source!
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L e s s o n  1 1
Seek God for Your Grace

Have you ever been in a position financially where you 
were backed was up against a wall, and you didn’t know 
where your money was going to come from? All of us have 
been there at some point. It is usually during those times that 
we become very adamant about faith in God for provision, 
and the pressure is on to trust Him for a breakthrough. Of 
course, because of His love for us, He comes through every 
time. But what if we didn’t wait for a major financial crisis 
to take place before trusting Him? What if we made trusting 
God a lifestyle and not an option just when things get tough? 
God doesn’t want us to trust Him only during crunch time; 
He wants us trusting Him all the time. 

There are so many things we can put our trust in, but God 
wants us to trust Him only. Because we are no longer under 
the Law but under grace, we are free to trust in God and 
His favor and not in our own works. Being obedient under 
the old covenant meant a continual set of works designed to 
achieve God’s blessings, but being obedient under the new 
covenant means trusting God enough to accept all that grace 
has made available through Jesus.

The story of Elijah and the widow illustrates what can 
happen when we trust God with everything, even our lives, 
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especially in the face of adversity. When we need a miracle, 
God is standing by to help. And His help isn’t based on our 
merit; it is based on His love and grace. 

First Kings 17:1-24 tells the story of a widow woman 
who had a specific need. God provided for her supernaturally 
when she obeyed the prophet Elijah. It says:

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 
Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to 
Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded 
a widow woman there to sustain thee. So he arose 
and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the 
gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there 
gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I 
may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called 
to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of 
bread in thine hand. And she said, As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I 
am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress 
it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 
And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou 
hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and 
bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for 
thy son. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The 
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse 
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of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain 
upon the earth. And she went and did according to 
the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. And the barrel of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. And it 
came to pass after these things, that the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his 
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left 
in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do 
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto 
me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my 
son? And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he 
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into 
a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own 
bed. And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord 
my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow 
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he 
stretched himself upon the child three times, and 
cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray 
thee, let this child’s soul come into him again. And 
the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of 
the child came into him again, and he revived. And 
Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of 
the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto 
his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And 
the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that 
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thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord 
in thy mouth is truth.

Elijah was accustomed to trusting God for everything, 
and God sent him to the widow woman to teach her how to 
trust Him. At first she resisted the prophet’s request for food, 
but Elijah told her to trust and not fear. When Elijah reminded 
her of God’s promise, she obeyed and acted according to 
what he said. As a result of her obedience, God kept His 
promise, and fed both the woman and Elijah for a long time. 
God tested the woman’s trust again later when her son died. 
Initially, she thought what had happened was because she 
had sinned. But God worked through Elijah and brought her 
son back to life. In this way, Elijah showed her that God can 
always be trusted. 

There will be situations that happen in our lives similar 
to the widow woman in this story. We may have a need, and 
it appears that there is nothing we can do to meet that need. 
The principle of sowing in the kingdom of God applies in 
these situations. When we put God first, seek grace, and sow 
a sacrificial seed even in the face of lack, we demonstrate 
where our hearts are—with God. This is the type of faith that 
unlocks the resources of heaven and eliminates lack.

The temptation, in scenarios where lack appears to be the 
reality, is to hoard what you do have, but this is a fear-based 
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response. The widow woman could have done that. After all, 
she had herself and her sickly son to feed. But she chose the 
giving route instead. 

This story teaches us that we can trust in God, and that 
His Word is always true. It is not because of our own works 
or performance that He pours out His blessings upon us. 
God’s power was released in this situation, not because of 
the food she gave to Elijah but because of her deliberate act 
of trust. So likewise, we are to see God’s grace in order to 
see His hand move on our behalf. When we put our trust in 
God, He will keep His promise and will never fail to take 
care of us. No matter what the devil tries to tell us or how 
hard he tries to get us to focus on our mistakes and flaws, we 
cannot allow sin-consciousness to get in the way of trusting 
God. The grace of God is available to us to enable us to walk 
in the fullness of our salvation. All we have to do is lay hold 
of it by faith.
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L e s s o n  1 2
Free to Tithe

Tithing is probably one of the most controversial topics 
in the body of Christ, along with other financial subjects 
that draw criticism and cause confusion. However, there is 
nothing confusing about the principle of tithing and why 
God implemented it in the Word of God. Unfortunately, due 
to erroneous teaching and religious tradition that takes away 
from the heart behind financial giving, many Believers are 
not sure about whether tithing is for them under the new 
covenant. There is also a wrong motive for tithing, which 
nullifies its purpose and the results that are achieved as a 
result of doing it for the right reasons. Religion teaches us 
that we have to perform works of our own efforts in order for 
God to love and bless us, and many churches have mistakenly 
bought into this way of thinking. This philosophy has seeped 
into what is taught about money, namely that we must tithe 
a certain amount or God will curse and punish us. The truth 
is, because of what Jesus did, we are now under grace and 
no longer under the Law. Therefore, we are no longer under 
the threat of punishment or condemnation when we are in 
Christ. God wants us to give freely of our finances from a 
grateful heart, not out of a sense of religious obligation.

Luke 16:10 give us an idea of what God’s heart is when 
it comes to how He wants us to handle our finances. It says 
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he that is faithful in that which is least, will also be faithful 
in much; and he that is unjust in small things will be unjust 
in bigger things as well. When Jesus talks about the “least” 
and the “much,” He is talking about money. The point is that 
money is the least important way to demonstrate our trust in 
God. The “much” includes healing, prosperity, abundance, 
peace, and all the promises of God that are part of salvation. 

The concept of giving and tithing is not based on money 
itself, it is about trust. When we give, it is no longer about 
just giving money. It is about authenticating our trust in God 
and His provision. 

The Scriptures have a lot to say about money management 
and financial giving. Believers are taught to give generously, 
with a cheerful, joyous heart. Second Corinthians 9:6, 7, 15 
says, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully. Every man acccording as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver. Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift.” We are to give because we want to, 
not because we feel we have to. It is the mindset behind the 
giving that God is looking at, which makes the difference. 
Another reason to give is because it is our way to express 
thanks for what Jesus did for us by His grace.
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First Corinthians 13:3 also sheds light on the heart of the 
giving issues, “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing.” If love isn’t our motivation 
for giving, whatever we give equals zero and amounts to 
nothing. True giving, the way the Scriptures teach us, has 
nothing to do with our works and everything to do with the 
state of our hearts. 

Under the old covenant, the people would be cursed 
unless they did everything just right, remembered every 
detail, and did not leave out any steps in the process of 
following the letter of the Law. But now, we are under grace, 
and Jesus’ blood delivers us from any curse. We are blessed, 
so not tithing will not revert God’s blessing back into a curse. 
However, not tithing will keep us from receiving the benefits 
that actually do come with giving a tenth of our increase.

U n d e r s ta n d i n g  t h e  T i t h e
The idea of tithing, which is giving ten percent back to 

the Lord, was carried out in the Old Testament when people 
lived under the Law, but we still tithe today, even though 
we are under grace. The difference is that under the new 
covenant if we don’t tithe we are not cursed, but if we do 
tithe we can receive the blessing that is attached to the tithe.

We actually see tithing first in Genesis 14:20, when 
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Abram tithed by choice even before the Law was established. 
This shows us that tithing was actually a principle that was 
in operation long before the Law of Moses. “And blessed 
be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thine hand. And he gave them tithes of all.” Abraham’s 
tithe was a way of thanking God for delivering him from his 
enemies, and it blessed God because it was done from a heart 
of gratitude. In this way, Abram acknowledged that God was 
his source. Because of Abram’s obedience, God affirmed 
that He was Abram’s reward, shield, protector, and deliverer 
(Genesis 15:1-4). This declaration was made after Abram 
deliberately tithed to publicly demonstrate his trust in God.

The idea that not tithing incurs God’s punishment can 
be traced back to the book of Malachi, where it says that 
failing to tithe and give offerings can be seen as robbing 
God. However, if we continue reading it becomes clear 
that trusting God enough to give opens the storehouses of 
blessings from heaven. When we perform and try to meet the 
demands of the Law, we fall under the curse of trying to get 
God to “do” something, which negates the whole premise of 
the new covenant. Under grace, everything that needs to be 
done has already been done! The Law is not able to make us 
righteous, which is why we are to live by grace. The blessings 
of God come through Jesus’ finished works, not our own self-
effort, which is why the fear of being cursed for not tithing is 
a wrong perspective for a new covenant Believer. 
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When it comes to any kind of giving in the kingdom of 
God, the important thing to remember is that giving is spiritual, 
not natural. It is one of those intangibles that can only be 
understood in the context of spiritual things. First Corinthians 
2:14 says that the natural person is not attuned to the things of 
the spirit. We can use the analogy of a parent raising a young 
child who is not able to think rationally at first. The Law was 
given so that we would have boundaries to keep us safe until 
we get to a point of maturity concerning being able to choose 
the things of the spirit on our own. Now that Jesus lives in us 
and we are under grace, we no longer need the Law. The Holy 
Spirit lives in us, and He is the One who teaches us all things 
and leads and guides us into all truth. 

A spiritual truth that must be received is that God causes 
the increase in our lives so that we can have over and above 
what we need to bless others. When we give financial seed, 
we turn on a spiritual law of sowing and reaping that always 
works in our favor. God loves when our hearts are so grateful 
and thankful that we purposely give. 

Part of coming out of religious mindsets is letting the 
Holy Spirit lead us in our giving and not becoming rigid 
by only giving a certain amount that we have determined is 
going to be our giving limit. We should always give what we 
are led to give, and what we have decided in our hearts and 
minds to give. This is what true Spirit-led giving looks like, 
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and it is the type of giving that yields a tremendous harvest. 
We receive in proportion to what we choose to give, and 
when we give in the right spirit and with the right heart, God 
takes this several steps further by abundantly increasing our 
giving and blessing us beyond measure.

If you have not been tithing, don’t get into condemnation 
about it. Study the Word of God so that you can get 
understanding about how tithing is a blessing to the kingdom 
of God. It should not be something we look like we have to 
do it but something we get to do; we are free to tithe because 
we love God! When you give tithes and offerings to the 
work of God, you enable the Gospel to be preached and you 
contribute to lives being changed for God’s glory. Tithing is 
an act of the heart, not an act of religion. When we love God, 
we want to serve Him with everything we have, including 
our finances. This attitude will ensure a return of blessings 
in your life.
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L e s s o n  1 3 
Prosperity Is Not Selfish

The message of prosperity has been attacked heavily in 
years past by those who do not understand the heart behind 
what God is trying to do in the lives of His people. As a 
result, there has been a mistaken ideology indicating that 
being prosperous is somehow sinful and that Believers have 
no business having a lot of money. There are those who 
actually believe that having money is against God’s will. But 
if we study the Scriptures, we see that He wants to bless us 
in every way and in every aspect of our lives, including our 
finances. Money itself is not evil, but the worship of it is. 
In both the Old and New Testaments, we see example after 
example of God teaching us the difference between the right 
and wrong attitudes about money. If our hearts are in the 
right place and our focus is purely on God and His kingdom, 
it is okay to be prosperous. 

Matthew 25:1-46 lets us know that we need to have the 
heart of a steward in order to function in God’s kingdom 
and manifest prosperity on the earth. The parable of the 
bridegroom and the virgins teaches us that we should manage 
the resources God has given us and always be prepared for 
when He comes. We are to oversee God’s affairs the same 
way a steward manages his master’s business. This mindset 
is critical for Believers to have. God wants us to see that 
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planning is wise and procrastination is foolish. In the case 
of the parable, the oil symbolizes the Gospel and God’s 
anointing.

Jesus also tells a story about a master who gives talents 
(money) to his servants and punishes the one who did not 
multiply his talents. God expects us to multiply the talents 
and gifts He blesses us with, not simply receive them and 
keep them to ourselves. Our God is a God of multiplication! 
He wants us to use our abilities to serve others and, in turn, 
He multiplies them. 

The lesson about the sheep on God’s right and the goats 
on His left illustrates how God sees the way we utilizes the 
talents and gifts He gives us. The sheep symbolize those who 
multiply what God gives them, sharing God’s gifts by giving 
water to the thirsty, feeding the hungry, visiting those who 
are sick and in prison, and welcoming the stranger. Those 
who are “goats” do none of these things and, consequently, 
do not please the Father. The sheep are the ones who steward 
and manage the things of God properly and effectively.

Prosperity is not selfish. On the contrary, it is for the purpose 
of carrying out the business of God’s kingdom. It is not about 
us; it is about blessing others through the excess that comes 
into our hands. If we are not prospering, we can’t help those in 
need, which is something God tasks us with doing. Therefore, 
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to not prosper is actually selfish. When you are broke and can 
barely feed yourself and your family, you definitely can be of 
no assistance in the area of material resources when it comes 
to helping someone else. God wants His children to cultivate 
a prosperity mindset so that we can manifest His nature to 
those around us. The motivating force for wanting to increase 
financially has to be the desire to bless people.

So many people are sowing and giving resources in the 
body of Christ, but they are still not experiencing increase, 
not the kind that is really available to them through grace. 
The issue, many times, is that the giving is not being done in 
the right spirit. God knows our hearts, and when we are not 
giving from a place of true love for God and others, it won’t 
amount to any manifestation of the blessing. 

In Matthew 20:20, 21, we see the account of the mother of 
Zebedee’s children asking the Lord for her sons to be granted 
special positions in the kingdom of heaven. The thing is that 
she came worshipping Jesus, so she had a form of godliness. 
But because her motives were not pure, Jesus was able to 
detect what she was really after. She had selfish ambitions 
in her asking and in her worshipping, and it resulted in Jesus 
bringing correction. 

Whatever it is that we do, if it is not done out of love, it 
doesn’t have any value. As Christians, our motives should be 
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measured against 1 Corinthians 13:3, which lets us know that 
love is the only motivation that has any value to God. Giving 
is a reflex that should come from the right motives, which 
come from loving and trusting God and wanting to thank Him 
for what He has done for us. Abraham gave tithes for this 
reason, and Zacchaeus gave out of his attitude of gratitude 
and love for Jesus. Mary also gave with the right spirit, out of 
thankfulness for Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. These 
people’s actions were fueled by their deep honor for who 
Jesus was and what He had done for them. This should also 
be the way we approach giving of our time and resources.

Although there is widespread misinterpretation about 
how the Bible describes financial prosperity, it is not about 
money but about loving and trusting God. Being godly does 
not mean that we should be poor. And equating holiness with 
poverty is unscriptural and completely erroneous. The book 
of Timothy describes contentment as having our needs met. 
Having money does not mean you are corrupt or immoral. 
Real prosperity is about how much you give away and how 
much you have in your possession to help meet the needs of 
other people. 

If you have embraced a view of prosperity that is not 
biblical, now is the time to renew your mind to the truth of 
God’s Word. He takes pleasure in the prosperity of His servants 
because money in the hands of a righteous person is a powerful 
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tool of deliverance and provision. Imagine being able to show 
up and pay someone’s mortgage off, or buying the groceries of 
the person in front of you in the check-out line. Consider the 
great fulfillment you will get at paying off a college student’s 
tuition loans, or being able to give others something they truly 
desire because you are in the position to financially bless them. 
Prosperity is not selfish, but maintaining a poverty mindset is! 
Allow the Word of God to change you from the inside out so 
that you can experience the joys of giving and allow yourself 
to be God’s hands in the earth.
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L e s s o n  1 4
The Power of Giving

The principle of seedtime and harvest is one that never 
ends and is the foundation of the kingdom of God. It is the 
basis for the act of giving and the ability to expect a return 
on what was given. God is trying to teach us, through the 
Scriptures, about the tremendous power of giving, but we have 
to open our minds and hearts to receive His truth and walk in 
it. In the Old and New Testaments, we can see the results of 
generous giving, and we are taught to give generously and 
with the right motives. The world will always come up with 
reasons why it doesn’t make sense to give, and sometimes 
we may find ourselves outside of our comfort zones when we 
follow God’s lead during offering time. But the level of our 
giving is an indicator of how must we trust God. We would do 
well to commit to living a giving lifestyle and developing the 
faith to give above and beyond what we are used to.

The best example to follow when it comes to the power 
of giving is God Himself. God is a giver. As the Father, He 
gave His only Son (John 3:16). Therefore, when we give and 
live a lifestyle of giving, we reflect His image. Like Him, we 
should give sacrificially and out of love.

God is a God of increase, but to see that increase, we 
must be willing to sow abundantly. Psalm 107:37 says, “And 
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sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits 
of increase.” Giving is a form of sowing that allows us to 
experience increase in our lives. Perpetual sowing guarantees 
a perpetual harvest in every season of life. 

As Believers, we have a responsibility to trust God 
enough to give at the slightest hint of His instruction. There 
should be nothing that we currently possess that we would 
not be able to give away if He tells us to do so. Sowing will 
not always feel comfortable, but the Scriptures promise that 
we will reap joy if we give, regardless of the way we may 
feel at the moment (Psalm 126:5). In order to be able to give 
freely and without reservation, we are going to have to take 
our eyes off of what is going on in the world. If we focus 
too much on worldly reports, we will not sow. Economic 
problems and shortage are the norm in the world system, 
but when you are in the kingdom of God you are operating 
according to a different system. God’s system never runs out, 
and it cannot be affected by what is going on in the world. It 
is a system that functions according to the law of seedtime 
and harvest, which guarantees that when you are a giver, you 
will never run out of what you need.

To trust in God is to lean and rely on Him completely. It 
may seem difficult to trust God at times, but look at it as you 
would sitting in a chair or turning on a light switch. When you 
go to sit down in a chair, you have no doubts about that chair’s 
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ability to hold your weight. And when you walk into a room 
in your house, you know that the lights are going to come on 
when you flip the switch. That is the same level of confidence 
you need to have in God and His ability to take care of you. 
When we trust God enough to give the way the Scriptures say, 
He will cause an increase in our financial storehouses. 

Like any parent, God loves to be trusted in all areas of 
our lives, including our finances. We should not trust in our 
own understanding of how exactly He will meet our needs, 
nor should we look at our present circumstances as a gauge 
of what is available to us. Remember, in the kingdom there 
is no limit to God’s supply. In everything we do, we should 
acknowledge Him and honor Him with our income. Hard 
work and giving into the kingdom of God is righteous in 
God’s eyes. Our storehouses (bank accounts) will overflow 
when we trust God and give of our income.

Another benefit of trusting God is that things fall into 
place when we do. We have to start looking at Him as our 
ultimate Source of everything. Do you want to advance at 
your job? Well, remember that God is ultimately responsible 
for your promotion. You are not relying on others, your boss, 
your coworkers, or anyone else. God is the source of increase. 

The beauty of giving is that in doing so, you also receive. 
It is a promise from God. Conversely, hanging on to money 
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and being stingy will lead to lack and insufficiency. When 
we think we can compartmentalize God and only trust Him 
with certain situations and not others, we are deceived. God 
is Lord over all things! We can’t pretend to trust Him; He 
knows our hearts. When we don’t trust Him, we will reap 
only what we sow, and no more. Making a quality decision to 
trust Him in all situations and in the face of any circumstance 
proves that we have faith in His ability to take care of us.

Luke 6:38 says that we receive according to our 
generosity. If we give with the right motives, whatever we 
give will be multiplied and returned to us in much greater 
proportions. That is the power of giving. It is God’s fail-
proof system for increase and provision, no matter what 
is going on around you. When we serve God through our 
giving, He will be the One to reward us above and beyond 
what the world could ever be capable of. If you are going 
to commit to the giving lifestyle, commit to it with all your 
heart; it requires a commitment that cannot be shaken. Give 
to serve God, not because you are trying to receive a reward 
or recognition from man. The cheerful giver, whose heart 
is in his or her giving, is the one who will see a harvest of 
epic proportions invade his or her life. And it will be the one 
whom God can use to fulfill His purposes in the earth.
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